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AVBE-SC/MHD 15 May 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

I.

1. lntroduction

This Operaticnall Report Lessons Lezrned covers the period 1 February 1968
throught 31 April 1968, Wrhe 173d Airborne Brigade has continued to conduct opera-
tions aimed at locating and destroying Viet Cong, North Vistnamese Forces and ine
stallations, The Brigade, as I Field Force's reserve remained ready to meet any
mission required and continued operations in the Brigade's TAOR (Tactical Area of
Responsibility)., The Brigade's Civis Action Program contlinued to play a key role
in the Brigade's ccunterinsurgency efforts,

To best accomplish its mission, the 173d Airborme Brigade conducted four
major operations during the reported period. Opsration Bolling, vhich commenced
17 September 1967 continues to be conducted in PLu Yen Frovince by the 4th Battale
ion, 5034 Infantry and D Company 16th Armor through ths months of February, March
and April to present. The Brigade minus continued to orerate in thes central high-
lands as a two battalion task force with augumentsd actions while participating in
Operation MACARTHUR under the Operational Contro. of the 4th Infantry Division
until April when they redeployed on Operation COCHISE and commenced a three Bat-
talion operation in the Bong Son vlains area. Operation WALKER, which includes
the defense of Camp Radeliff ut An Khe and the surrounding AC continued to involve
one airborne battalion,
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AVBE-SC/MHD 15 May 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Revort Lessons Learned

2. Qrgapization

During the past quarter the masjor organizational change in the Brigade was
the reorganization of the Brigade's Infantry Battalions under TOE/VTOE 7-175T,

USARPAC GO 122, 15 Fetruary 1968 authorized activation and organization of
the 1734 Adirborne Brigade's Infantry Battalions under TOE/MIOE 7-175T, The date
for re-organization actions was left to the discretion of commanders concerned
based upon the availablility of personnel and equipment resources,

The re-organization of the infantry battalions was accomplished in two
phases; Fhase I commenced on 2 April 1968,

1. Phase I: Company D (Provieienal) in eech infantry battalion was
inactivated by a Brigade General Order on 2 April 1968 and Company D established
under TOB/MIOE 7-175T. All personnel asasigned to Company D (Provisionel) were re-
agsigned to Company D from Hesdguarters Company by proper morning report entries,
Subsequently, property and equiprent accountabllity were transferred from Head-
quarters Company to Company D and requisitions vere submitted for equipment short-
agea, As replacements became available, the Adjutant General assigned personnel to
each respective company until muthorised atrength levels were reached,

2. Phase II: This phase consists of the organization of Ccmpany E in
each of the infantry battalions. Compeny E will be activated on 1 May 1968 in each
infantry battalion and the cadre for tha company headquarters will be assigned, On
15 May the Heavy Mortar Platoon will be transferrsd from Headquarters Company to
Company E, The cadre for the reconnaissance platoon will be constituted on 1 June
1968; thereafter, replacements will be assigned to the nlatoons as they become avail-
able, It is estimated that Phase II of the re-organization will be eompleted by 1
August 1963,

Also during the first month of the reporting pericd, February, the 1724
Military Intelligence Detachment, 24th Military History Detachment, 518t Chemical De-
tachment vere all changed from attached to assigned to the 173d Airborne Brigade.
In addition the 54th Infantry Detachment (Ground Surveillance Radar) was attached
to the 173d Support Battalion (Airborne) for deployment at Camp Radecliff, An Khe,

When the Brigade moved to Bong Son the lst Battalion 50th Mechanized
Infantry under the command of LTC Cheney L, Bertholf Jr. was attached to the Brigade
greatly enhancing its firepover and mobility. The 1lst Battalion 50th Mechanised
Infantry is equipped with M113 Armored Personnel Carriers,

"
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AVBE.SC/MED 15 May 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learwed :

3. Intalliganon:

a, The enexy situations b .fore and during each operution conducted by the
Brigede during this period are broken dowvn as follows: Operetion MAGAKIEUR to its
teraination, Operation COCHISE, Operation BOLLING end Operatiom WALKER,

(1) Ooparstion MACARHIUR:

(a) Enemy Situation Prior to the Operatlioa: Prior tco the begin-
ning of Fe the VC/NVA launched a oountry vide offensive during the Vietoammse
Nev Year (TEI) 30-31 January 1968, The outburst of enemy activity csused Task Foroe
Fowerhouse t0 be aplit and the lst Bn-503d Inf detacbed and sent to Ban Me Thout
vhile the reduced task force moved to Suoi De,

4. duocl Dot Tié °nd Bo~303d Inf moved intc Suai De with
the migsion of etappﬂc he Sih Bn-95th B Ragimant {rom interdicting Highway 19
Raat from Pleiku te « The 5th En 95th B Reginent was located around VC Valley
(vic BR 2020) and wvas sending cut elsments teo xime the highwvay. Elememts of the
AQIth Sapper Bakialion were located on the Pleiku, Binh Dinh border with ths possible
miasion of imterdictiom between An Khe and Pleiku, The 2d Bn 503d Inf made only
light comtact with the 5th B 95th B Regiment batween Suoi Do and An Khe. After o
short perdod the 2d Bm 503d Inf moved tc reimfores the lat Bn im Ban Me Thout.

During tue Task Porce's atay ir Suoi Do, they were also prepared to move to
Pleiku City 1f it was attacked again, Imtelligence in early February placed the Ltk
northeast of Pleikru with the mission of coaducting sapper actiems egainst
Caxp Hollavay and Pleikm City. Small elements of the H15th local Farse Bn were loc-
ated southweet of Pleiky City end the iih En 95k B Ragiment and the 95ith B Regtwmni's
Handquartars were located scuth of the City, Klements of the JOth Artilisry Begimmnt,
22n3 HVA Regiment and AZAth Ragimenk were aloo idemtified in the ares.

2. Dan Me Thoutt Initial intelligence in early Fedrwary in-
dicated tbe 13d NVA Regiment was on the run from Ban Me Thout and vas making a grad-
ual withdraval to tase area 740 located in Cambodie, EKlements of the
vere in the area to conduct rocketing and mortar attacks against friendly installat-
ioas. The ,[Oth Artillary Eaqiment ves located in the Tri Border Ares and hed ele- :
ments split three wvays; tuo elements vere in Kontum Province, ome vas in Pleiku Pro- !
vinoe and one was in the Ban Me Thout area. The 1Q1C Batialion wes acting as the
security element of the L0th Artillery Begimemt (the only Regiment im the ares cap-
able of 122mm rocket attacks). There was alsc a 30lat Local Forcs Rattalion located
dus south of Ban Me Thout and the LD lacal Farce Battalion located due north of Ban
Mo Thout,

The 33d Ragizent suffered 25 to 30% casuslties during its T8t Offensive and all
indicetions vere that it was withdrawing towards bese ares 740 in Cembodia, The lst
Bn 5034 Inf was sent to pursue them while US Special Porces set up blocking positions
near the Cambodian Border to cut off the 134 Begimsni'a retreat, However, Mg Ban
Mink, the 33d Ragimsnt's CO, left his rear elements as a blooking force and vith the
rensinder of his regiment moved north 40-50 kilomelers and escaped the allied trup.

3. EKentamt With the escape of the 33l Ragimant, the lst anmd
2nd Battalion 503d Inf were directed to Kontum to face the threat of increased enemy
activity in that area, Intelligence reported ths following units withia the Kontum
ares {during March) or close encugh to have an influence om the area of operations:

A- 4th Bn/24th Regiment

b. 5th Bn/2ith NVA Regiment

g+ €th Bn/24th NVA Regiment

4. Elements of i0th Artillery Regiment

4. Klements of 324 NVA Eegiment

3
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AVBE.SC/MHD 15 May 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report Leasons Learnsd

f. 66th NVA Regiment

g. 24 Bn/17th NVA Regiment

ho 304th Local Porce Battalion

i. 407th Sapper Battalion

i. B-3 Front Forward TAC CP
(b) Paculiaritisg and Wesknesses:

1. The CO of the 333 NVA Regiment is known to be an evasive
speclaliat, he prefers to avold contact and his unit 3s know to usually withdraw te
base areas to regroup and resupply before rosuming the offensive.

2. The enemy units in this srea can now be resupplied with
both wen and equipment within 30 days, Trucks have been reported moving in the area
along the Cambodia border for the paat two months., A POW captured near FSB 14, 19
miles west of Kontum, stated that he was transported by truck convoy from North
Vietnam to a location one day'es walk from Kontum Province. The trip lasted eleven
days.

(¢) Ensmy Capabilities:

1. Attack the Kontum complex with 3 NVA Regiments supported
by indirect fire from the LOth NVA Artillery Regiment.

2. Defend in battelion strength when contacted by US troops.
It was doubtiul that he was capable of massing a regimental size defense due to US
Alr and artiliery.

3. VWithdraw from the area at the time and place of his choos-
log.

4+ Reinforce the battlefield with the 2 Battalions of the

174th NVA Regiment and the 3QL Local Force Battalion located on Highway 14 between
Pleiku and Kontum City.

(d) Sumary of Operstiopat During 1-7 February 1968 as Task Force
Powerhouse, lat Battalion 503d Infantry, 24 Battalion 503d Infantry, A Btry and B Btry
3d Battalion 319th Artillery participated in Operation MACARTHUR., On 28 February 1968,
the 2d Bn 503d Inf and the 3d Bn 503d Inf exchanged locaticns: 2d Bn 5034 Irf going
to AO WALKER and the 3d Bn 503d Inf going to AO MACARTHUR. During February, while
engaged in Operation MACARTHUR, Brigade units were involved in 48 incidents, 20 of
which were friendly initiated. The 1st Bn 503dd Inf was OPCON to the 4(th Inf Division
for the period 2-15 February 1948 and during this period the Battalion was involved
in 46 incidents, 19 of which were friendly initiated.

{(e) Significant Contacta:

}. 071200 Feb 68: AR 985465 D/2/503 made contact with 5§ NVA,
Results: 1 NVA KIA (BCY,

2. 161305 Feb 68: ZU 233837 C/2/503 made contact with an
estimated VW squad. Results: 2 VC KIA, 3 VC PW'g,

3. 271535 Feb 68: ZA 2027,1 B/1/503 made contact with an
estimated NVA Company, Results: 4 NVA KIA (BC),

4. 03 Feb 68: AP 803975 C/1/503 contact with unknow size
element, initially engaged from the West, and Northwest, developed to the South and
Southwest, SA, AW and mortsr fire, RPG./ received, also one 12.7 HMi observed firing

4
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AVBE-SC/MHD 15 May 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

from vic AP 031618. Indication show estinated reinforced company by sector, covered,
type weapons, and volume of fire, snipers in trees, Aircraft on resupply and dustoff
drew heavy fire, Results: 4 US Whi, 13 NVA KIA (BC), enemy initiated,

5. 05 Feb 68t AP 803795 C/D/1/503 received 70 rounds 60m
and 82mr mortar fire from & 2300 mil AZ, enemy initiated. Results: 10 US WHA.

£. 10 Feb 68: AP 754885 D/1/503 received SA and mortar fire
from an estima’ed Co size element, contuct broken to the S¥, Results: 1 US KHA, 6
US WHA, 12 NVA KIA (BC), enemy initiated contact broken late in the afternoon.

2. 12 Feb 681 2U 248854 A/1/503 contact initiated with squad
of NVA proceded SW to hill vic ZU 247853 where estimated reinforced Co in dug in
positions along top of hill utilizing mortars and rockets, Action continued until
1810 hours, Results: 8 US KHA, 20 US WHA, negative enemy results, enemy initiated,

8. 14 Feb 68: 2ZU 258936 C/1/503 fire support base camp
attacked by ground, morters, rockets, rifle grenades, SA and AW from SE, E and NE
between 0051 and 0330 hours. First ground attack came supported by 60mm and 82am
mortars and rifle grenades, 60 placed inside wire perimeter, B-40 rocket launcher
along flank, NVA troops crewled thru the wire andoplaced sgtchel cahrges around the
area (nesg damage), Mortars fired from an AZ of 40 and 125 at approximately 300
meters, Fighting continued until 0118 hours, then other small arms and AW fire cor-
tact broken at approximately 0330 hours. Estimated received 10 rounds B-40 rocket,
60 rounds mortar (60mn and 82mm), Counter-mortar, artillery, gunships and Spooky
employed, Results: 15 NVA KIA (BC), 1 US KHA, 7 US WHA (5 evacuated). NVA believed
to be 3d Co, 101st Bn, 33d Regt by document readout. US initiated.

9. 031522 Mar 68: AR 852979 D/1/503 made contact with an
estimated Co size enewy lorve, Resulta: & US KHA, 11 US WHA, enemy casualties un~
determined.

1Q. 031530 Mar 638: AR 854976 C/1/503 received AW and SA fire.
Results: 1 US KHA, 5 US WHA, 2 US MHA, enemy casualties undetsrmined,

1l. 031532 Mar 68: ZA 135767 C/3/503 made contact with an es=-
timated reinforced NVA platoon. Results: 3 US KHA, 8 US WHA; 4 NVA KIA (BC),

12. 041200 Mar 68: AR 852978 C/1/503 found 2 US MHA, status
changed to KHA,

13. 041430 Mar 68: ZA 127762 B/3/503 found 3 NVA KIA, killed
by A/S or Artillery. Results: 3 NVA KIA (BC).

4. 060935 Mar 68: ZA 212730 Southbound convoy ambushed by
an estimated NVA Co, employing AW, B-40, and mortar fire. E-17th Cav moved to assist,
?:Iplc)ryed A/S and Artillery, Results: 2 US KHA, 6 US MHA; 4 NVA XIA (BC), 2 NVA PW
A).

15. u71100 Mar 68: ZA 210715 B-17th Cav made contact with an
\m!mc(wzé)aise enemy force in bunkers, Firing contimied until 1555H, Results: 1, NVA
KIA (BC),

1&. 080955 Mar 68: AR 845996 C/1/503 engaged 5 NVA fled NW,
C/1/503 pursued and engeged an estimated NVA Co wic AR 843997. S and Artillery
t(lore employed. Contact was broken at 1600H. Results: 4 NVA KIA (BC), 7 NVA KIA
Poas).

1Z. 141015 Mar 68: ZA 147943 D/3/503 made contact with an
estimatod Co size enemy force. At 141435, B/3/503 linked up with D/3/503. Contaot
was broken at 141600, Resulta: 1 US KHA, 7 US WHA; 5 NVA KIA (BC).

18. 151450 Mar 68: 32A 048982 C/1/503 received sniper fire in
5
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the area of an carlier contact. Contact was broken at 1715H, Results: 1 US KHa, 1
US WHA; g NVA KIA (BC), 8 WVi KIA (Poss),

19. 161025 Mar 68: ZA 045985 C/1/503 made contact with a
squad force, Contact broken at 12,0H. Resulta: 5 NVA KIA (BC),

20, 160245 Mar 68: ZA 149940 D/3/503 received 11 rounds t2mm
mortar fire, Results: 2 US KHA, 5 US WHA,

21, 170800 Mar 68: ZA 038992 B/1/503 found 4 NVA KIA killed
aa a result of probing actions on the perimeier on 16 March. Results: 4 NVA KIA (BC),

22. 170845 Mar 68: Zi 041988 B/1/502 searched a tunnel complex
vhich had been hit by airstrikes. Results: 35 NVA KIA (BC).

22, 181548 Mar 68: 28 034010 D/1/503 recelived mortar fire of
unknown caliber, SA, AW, rifie grenades and sniper fire from an estimated coupany =ize
force. Contect was broken 1742H. Results: 1 US KHA, 2 US WHA, 8 US MHA (Later found
7 US KHA, 1 US recovered unhurt).

b+ 190405 Mar 68: 2k 154955 B & D/3/503 received ground. at-
tack by unknown size enery force, Contact continued in the area until 191600.
Results: 16 US WHA; 1 NVA KIA (BC), g NVA KIA (Poss),

25. 211315 Mer 68: 2A 153956 A4/3/503 made contact with an
ensmy ambush site. C/3/503 linked up with A/3/503 at the ambush site, received SA,
AW, B-/0, M-79, and mortar fire. Results: 2 US KHA, 23 US WHA; 1 NVA KIA (BC), 4
¥VA KIA (Foss).

26, 271618 Mar 63: Th 151959 C/3/503 received heavy B-iD and
AV fire from estirated KVA Bn, Results: 3 US KHA, 5 US WHA; 3 NVA KIA (BC), 19 NVA
KIA (Poss),

7. 231800 Mar 68+ Zi 155962 C/3/503 engaged NVA in trees and
bunkers, Resulta: / NVi KIA (BC},

28. 241500 Mar 68: ZA 151950 A & C/3/503 received heavy AW
and SA fire from the W, Artillery and A/S were employed and contact was broken at
%73())}1. Results: 1 US KHi, 10 US WHA, 5 US ‘HA (Later found 5 US KHA); 8 NVA KIA
BC).

25, 261450 Mar 68: ZA 151992 A/1/503 received heavy AK-47 fire
from the SW and from an esiimated 10 snipers, FPire contimued until 1555H, Results:
1 US KRA, 2 US WHA; 4 NVA KIA (BC),

(r) ZIerrain and Weathar:

1. ZIerxsint The erea in this analyais is within "hs central
portion of the Armandte Mountain chain which includes the northwest port.on of Pleiku
Frovince end tho soutiiiest portion of Kontum Province. Rugged, sicep sloped mountans
prevail throughout the area. Wide plains are abundant between these mountmins. Veg-
etation consists mainly of rmulti-cancpied forest with dense undergrowth, The drainage
within the ares is handled by the Sau River system which also provides good potentiel
avenues of movenent,

Rugged mountains arc found mainly in the northeast and nortwest corners of the
area, These mountains are. steeply (over 30%) sloped and severely discected by numer-
ous gullles, Average elevations are 270 meters in the northwest to 880 meters in the
northeast, The highest elevation 1s 1,773 reters on Chu Mon Ray at YA 956998, Lecal
relief in these mountein regions varies betwsen 300 anl 570 meters.

Aills are rainly found surrounding tbe west central mountains and along the east-
orn border of Pleiku, Kontum Province. Averege elevation within thes¢ hills regions

2
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is approximately 450 meters. The local relief in this foothills varies between 100
and 300 meters. The highest elevation is 671 meters at YA 507512,

There are ssveral largs rolling to undulating plains generally found between the
rugied mountains, The largest plains are considered to be part of the Kontum Plateau,
Thia particular pleteau extends approximately 20 kilometers north of Kontum and covers
811 of Plelku Province. Elevations in this plain vary between 400 and 800 meters vdth
600 meters being common, Slopes in this plains area, are generally less than 10% ut
scattered hills or low mountains slopes may be much steeper., Tidis plain is widest
in the scutheast protion where it is 44 kilometers across; narrowest above Kontum.

Multi-canopied dense undergrowth forests are the predominant type of vegetation.
Single layer discontinucus canopy forests are found interspread amongest the dense
undergrowth forests,

Brushwood can be found interspersed amongest both the multli-canopied dense under
growth forests and the single layer discontinuous conopy forests,

Clear or sparsely vegelated areas are randomly distributed throughout, btut appear
mostly in the rolling to undulating plains in the southeast. These areas are found
in greatest abundance in the vicinity of ZA 1756, ZA 2058, AR 8365, AR 8274 and
AR 9379,

Plantations are found mainly in the southeast commer and west of Kontum (ZA 2289),
Bemtou is present throughtout the area, but is only devicated on the map in the vic-
inity of YA 9077,

Rice cultivation is found mainly in the eastern half of the area in low lying
river valleys, However rice may be found in some valleys in the western half also,

Rice paddies arist in abunderce in ine visinity of AR 8338, AR 8160, aurrounding the
city of Kontum (AR 7888) and in mumercus smsller valleys.

2. M¥eather: The c¢limate is monsoonal in nature with two
me jor seasons; the southwest monsoon form mid-May to late September and northeast
monsoon from early November to mid-March. These two major seasons are separsted by
two transitional perliods; the spring traonsition, mid-March to mid-May, and autwm
transition, late Septerber to early Noverber. A monscon is a seasonsl prevailing
wind,

The warm season occurs from March through May. High humidity months are May
through October., The ccol sesson is November and December. Low humidity months are
January through March, From Merch through May, increased temperatures will reduce
personnel capabilities, All air operations especially heliborne will be more rest-
rizted in payloads or perfc ~ance than in cooler weather, High humidity from May
through October will cause ..:reased rotting ¢r mildewing of rubber, leather, cloth

or rope,
(g) Enemy's Ordar of Battle:

UNIT ESTIMATED STRENGTH LAST CONFIRMED LOCATION DATE
334 NVA Regt 750 Southwest Ban Me Thout Teb 68
95th B Regt 1350 Southwest Kontum Mar 68
407th Sapper Bn 500 Pleiku Province Mar 68
E-301 Bn 300 South of Ban Me Thout FPeb 68
2/th NVA Regt 850 ZA 0797 Mar 68
4th Bn 24th NVA Regt, Unk Unk Unk

7
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5th Bn 24th NVA Regt Unk AR 878980 Mar 68
6th Bn 24th NVA Regt Unk Unk (Kontum Province) Mar 68
324 Regt 1050 Dak To Area Mar 68
661h Regt 170 Dak To (Withdrew Mar to Tri Border area)
2d Bn 174th Regt Unk ZA 1580 Mar 68
40th Arty Regt (Elements, Onk ZA 0595 Mar 68
possibably 200th Bn)

304th LF Bn 160 ZA 1896 Mar 68
407th Sapper Bn 250 East of Kontum City Mar 68

(2) Cperamtign COGHISE:
(a) Enemy Situation:

1. Dapositign: The 173d Adrborne Brigade relieved the 34
Brigede 4th Infantry Division and assumed operations in AD Cochise on 30 March 1968.
Since the end of Jamuary 1968, the Bong Son area of operations has been the site of
increased enemy activity, The enemy does not fully control the area around Bong Sen
because of the presence of friendly troops and efforts of the government's revolution-
ary develomment program. Intelligence has reperted the fellowing units within the
Borg Son ares or close enough to have influence upon the COCHISE area of cperations.

. B0 L suppstt wdts NT3 NVE Divisicn

ot

18th NVA Regiment

22d VC Regiment

1]
»

=9
.

2nd V€ Regiment

ho
.

98th NVA Engineer Bn

200th NVA AD By

i

g. 300th NVA Artillery Bn

h. 551st NVA Singal Bn

. 500tk NVA Tranaportation Bn
1. 600th NVA Medical Bn

k. 300th NVA 3apper Bn

1. 36th VC Sapper Bn {(LF)

m. 50th VC Infantry Dn (LF)

n. E 210th VC Infantry Bn (LF)
¢+ 407th Sapper Bn

2. Ieculiaritiss and Wiaknagses:

8. The enemy is vulnerable to sustained frisndly operat-
dons,

8
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b. The enemy is vulnerable to air and artillery retal-
iation as well as being observed by air,

g« The enemy is prome tu hunger and illness living in the
Jungle,

d. Psychologicel warfare will no doubt have some effect
on the enemy,

3. Enamy Capabilities:

8. The enemy has carried out increasing small scale at-
tacks gaining a certain degree of success, allowing him to cause friendly casualties
at a minimum risk to his forces. He can be expected to continue these operatioms,

t. The eremy can be expected to continue his interdic-
tion of lines of commuriication, mining of routes of communications, and sabotage
operations against pipelines and attacks against isolated outposts.

c. The movement of a large number of aircraft into an
area would offer a lucrative target for an enemy mortar attack, and be could be ex-
pected to use this opportunity to employ his mortars and recoilless rifles since this
type of attack would involve the least anount of risk to his forces.

4. The location of the Tth and 8th Bp 224 Regh and 934
ard 223h Bn 2nd VU Regimegt indicate the probability of a battalion size attack em
Phu My District Headquarters and ARVN installations,

8. With recent reports of a buildup of a battalion size
Taorve Lo the soulb of An Rhe, Lne wnemy w!il in all prolubdility launch a full acale
attack upon isolated outposts around An Khe or possible Camp Redcliff/An Khe itself
in the near future,

£. Tuy An and Heiu Xuong remain as likely tergets for
company and battalion aize attacks,

g- Rice gathering units can be expected to enter Phy Tuy,
Phu Cat and Tuy Hoa Districts to collect texes from the people after harvest.

) h. Propaganda lectures, drafiing and kidnapping of civil-
isans and laborers, continued infiltration and harrassing activity is expected to
continue within Binh Dinh.

4. Possible major attack on Qui Nhon by a milti-battalion
size force,

1. Coumbat Efficiency (binh Dinh Province, A0 Walker and
Cochise): In Binh Dinh Province, the 18th NVA Regt was primarily concerned with op-
erations in southeastern Phu Cat District, The 2d VC Regt is continuing operations
4n the upper Phu My Valley with elements of the 22th NVA Regt. Primary interest still
appears 10 be directed against GVN secured areas in the Plu Cat and Phu My Valley area,
Due to information gathered from recent P's, it is balieved that replacements are
coming into Binh Dinh Province along with supplies., Enemy units have remesined out of
majlor contacts with allled units for some time, It is felt that ecnemy units within
Binh Dinh Province will wait until they are up t0 strength and have the equipment and
supplies before comitting themselves to a large scale attack.

(b) Significent Contacta:

1. 051145 Apr 68: BR 963901 €/2/503 found a small VO hospftal,
6 NVA/VNC POM's wgre captured in the ares.

2. 1712.5 Apr 68: BR 683820 LRP Teanm B observed 8 VC moving
9
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NV, Artillery was adjusted into the area resulting in 6 VC KIA (Posa),

3. 181750 Apr 68: BS 958001 B/1/50 made contact with an
unknown size enemy forre during a village search, Results: 3 NVA KIA (BC).

4o 231835 Apr 63: BR 834580 LRP Team C observed 10 VC moving
west, carrying rucksacks. Artlllery was fired in the area resulting in 10 VC KIA
Poss),

5. 261325 Apr 68: BR 745757 A/3/503 engaged 10~12 NVA with
SA and AW fire. Results. 3 NVi KIA (BC),

6. 281210 Apr 68: BR 743745 A/3/503 engaged 10-20 NVA with
SA and AW fire, Results: 5 NVA KIA (BC).

(e¢) ZTarrsin and Weather:
4. Ierrain:

A Ed.a&ium;{an: In the northern part of Binh Dinh
Province the principal urban area 1s Bong Son (BR 8796). In the flat seasonally in-

undated ~oastal plains, there are three low mountain spurs with numerous adjacent
hills and hill locks. The lowland plains grade westward into rolling plains, foot-
hills, and then into steep heavily dissectsd mowmtains. The terrain becomes increas-
ingly rugged from east to west. The prudominant vegetation is rice cultivution in
the low lands and iignt to cense undergrowth in the hills and nountains, There are
numerous valleys whizh fazilitate movement; however, a3l expedient movement is rost-
ricted to existing trains, rvads, and waterways.

The principals avenuos ¢f movoment are in a northescuth direction. The coastal
lowlands area is a proferred avenno of movement to rugged westarn mountains. In the
south avenues of movemen!. are broad with numerous alternate routes, but to the north
they become constructed and the alter -ated route become limited. Expedient movement
in the coastal lowlands in a north-south direction would be to the east of and para-
1llel to Route 1. Concealed movement would probably be north along the Suoi Ca River
Valley (BR 802654) to the Nuoc Lang River (BR 701875) Valley and then along the Kin
Son River Valley (BR 818#99), The An Hai River Valley (BR 768669) is a major avenue
of movement from the north to either the south via the K 1 Son River Valley (3R 818
899) or to the east along the lai Giang River Valley (BR 8629/2). The Kim Son River
Valley (BR 818899) affords many good avenues of movemsnt from east to west through
the Nuoc Tuong (BR 701875), Suoi Tim (BR 684,829) and S Lon (BR 773838) River Valleys.
Accompanying trails allows movement further west to the Suoi Kon River Valley (BR
593831) in the extrene west. The Zon River Valley (BR 537662) is the only major
north-south avenue of movement in thes west,

b. The steep slopes encountered in these rugged areas
are obstacles to movement. Swollen rivers and streams also present an obstacle to
movement io these areas. Avenues of movement in the coastul plains are unrestricted
in all directions; however, flooding in the wet season will present some problems to
ncvenent. The numersus streams and canala in this area will also present an obstacle
to movenent,

2. lHealher:

g§. Existing situation: From mid-March to mid-May, the
Spring Transition period begins. The gradual shifting of the winds from a north-
ersterly to a southwest direction causes conditions to improve., Weather 1is gener-
ally good except for frequeni o¢ curanres of morming fog., Visibllities will be recuc-
ed until approximately (900 hours. By the end of May the Southwest Monsoon again
begins to dominate the province,

t. Effects on enemy courses of action: During the Spring

Transition perlsd the cloud ceiling 1ifts, allowing aerisl reconnaissance and
1.
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surveillance, but during those periods when clouds, fog and occasional 1light rain
axists most of the hill masses will be hidden and valleya will be difficult to ob-
serve, Foot movement will be gocd to excellent during this period enabling the
; eromy to move faster, enhancing his ability to attack and withdraw to cover and con-
!. c¢salment virtually undetected.

g. Effects on friendly courses of action: The Spring
Transition period enhances fricndly air capability by allowing increased air obser=
vations and aerial troop movement., Roads are at their best conditions allowing move-
ment of bulk supplies and equipment with a miniwum of effort, Foot movement ip at
1ts best with the rivers and stresms at a low level enhancing our ability to ford and
pursue the enemy.

{(d) Enemy's Dispositdon:
; YNIT ESTIMATED STRENGTH LAST CONFIRMED LOCATION DATE
3 NVA Division 6000 Unk Unk
HQ & Spt Units NT3 NVA Div 450 BR 8371 Mar 68
| HQ & Spt Units, 18th Regt 275 BR 9251 Jan 68
' 7th NVA B 18th Regt 200 BR 9353 Jen 68
8th NVA B 18th Regt 200 BR 9735 Peb 68
9th NVA Bn 18th Regt 225 BR 9238 Jan 68
7Zd Wi Regi 1500 BR 7162 ipe 63 ‘
7th KVA Bn 224 Regt 260 BR 8280 Apr 68 :
8th NVA Bn 22d Reg 300 BR 9596 Apr 68
9th NVA Bn 22d Regt 270 BR 8887 Apr 68
2d VC Regt 1190 BR 8566 Apr 68
934 VC Bn 24 VC Regt 240 BR 7377 Apr 68
95th ¥YC Bn 24 VC Regt 180 YR 7667 Apr 68
97th ¥C Bn 2d V© Regt 270 BR 6880 Apr 68
200th NVA 4D Bn NT3 300 BES 7315 Jun €7
90th NVA Engr Bn NT3 200 BR 9095 Apr 67 - 5
300th NVA Arty Bn NT3 300 BR 9275 Jun 67
500th NVA Trans Bn NT3 335 BS 7910 Aug 67 I
551st NVA Sig Bn T3 137 BR 8069 Jan 68 [
600th NVA Med Ba NT3 100 Kon River Area Apr 67
300th NVA Sgpper Bn NT3 230 BR 7863 Apr 68
36th VC Sapper Bn (1F) 125 CR 1531 Jan 68
50th YC Infantry Bn (LF) 100 CR 0125 Jan 68
11
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E-210th VC Infantry Bn (LF) 150 CR 0523 Feb 68
407th Sapper Bn 350 Located in Western Binh Din Province

(e) Uss. of the LRPs Extensive use was made of the 74th Infantry
(LRP) 1n Operation Cochise during the mo:xt.h of April. A total of 19 LRP operations
were conducted., The mlssion assigned to the teams was generally that of trail watch-
ing in areas of suspected enemy activity., Secondary missions of bomb damage assess-
ment and artillery assessment were also assigned. In conjunctions with these miassions,
the LRP teams adjusted artillery fire on observed enemy personnsl on thirteern occas-
ions and directed three airstrikes. The LRP killed 2 NVA/VC (BC) and had @ possitle
kills, In additicn; 16 NVA/VC were poasibly killed by LRP adjusted artillery, Six
of the patrols were combined ARVN LRP/US LRP operations, These patrols proved to be
highly instructive and profitable and will be continued in the future. Baased upon
ogservation of the LRP teams, several battalion size operations were conducted in the
A0,

(f) Deciaions aod Elana Adapted with Ressons Based on Ensmy Sit
uationgt During the reporting period, extremely close coordination was effacted be-
tween intelligence gathering agencles and Brigade reaction forces to ensure ranid re-
sponse to changes in the enemy situation. Operation Velvet Hammer was initiated on
11 April 1968, as e recult of intelligence gathered during the first week of Brigade
operations in the A0, On two occasicns, the 2/503d Inf conducted operations in the
vicinity of the Tiger Mountains; guided in part by agent reports and other intellt.-
gence Sources, Fxploitation of the agent met established by 1/50th Inf (Mech) re-
sulted in the seizure of nrearly 7 +tons of rice which otherwise would have been used
to feed NVA/VC forces in the area, APD and Infra-red were used to detect the pres-
ence of enemy troops in the 40, Based upon these indjcations, artillery concentrat-
iong; naval gunfire, and airstrikes were directed intc enemy areas. Whenever possi-
tle, these fires were followsd up Ly ground Lroups whu sssessed the dsmage. Also
artillery and aivstrikes were sucressfully employed against tergets of opportunity
reported by the “RF. On several occasions, LRP sightings were the basis for committ-
ing company size for:es in the .0,

(3) Opaxation WALKER:

(a) Enemy 2ltuation Prior to Operaticn Walkers The LO7th Sapper
Bn and the H15th Bn, both mair force VC units, were the major enemy forces opposing
Camp Radcliff and the AN KHE ares. For the most part theoy generally operated out-
gslde the TAOR with the A07th Bp operating primarily North cf Highway 19 and Hi5th Bn
operating to the South of Highway 19. These units were not permanently located with-
in the AN KHE area. Both units operated within the TAOR only long enough to conduct
an attack and then immedistely withdrew t. a sanctuary outside the TAOR ocut of art-
illery range. The HiSih Br had its tase in the KONTUM area. The 4Q7Zth Sapper Bn
operated generally in the FLEIKU srea. A local VC force made up of platoon and squad
size units cperated in the genaral vicinity of AN KHE and along Highway 19. These
units are the AN TUC Local Ferce and the AN KHE guerrilla force,

The ik Bn 95th NVA Seciment has moved into the TAOR with the missionm of inter-
disting Highway 19 between AN KHE (Checkpoint 26) and the Mang Yang Pass. With the

insertion of the 4th Bn 95th B NV Regimant, the 4Q7th Sapper Bn and HlSth Bg bave
been relatively inactive in the ares.

{b) Peculiarities and Weaknsases:

d. Thz enemy is vulnorable to air and artillery retaliation
as well as observation by air in some areas of the TAOR,

2. Rezent succeas by B troops; 1-5033 Infantry and elements
of the 1-69th Armor make the enemy vulnerable to psychologicsl operations.

(¢) Ensuy Capabilitias:
12
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1. 7The enemy can conduct a limited ground attack on Camp
Radcliff supported with crew served weapons.

2., The enemy can conduct attacks on isolated posts with at
least a company size force,

3. The enemy can conduct isolated mining, sabotage and terr-
orist activities against outpost within the A0 along Highway 19.

(d) Significeat Contacta:

1. 090914 Feb o3: BR 279459 convoy amtushed by 8-10 enemy
personnal. Enemy ambush site was engaged by C/2/503d Inf, searched the area and
found 4 NVA KIA (BC),

2. 091321 Feb 68: BR 275,57 B/3/503d Inf made contact with
unknown size enemy force waiting in embush. Results: 1 NVA KIA (BC).

3. 091000 Mar 68: BR 339459 0,’2/503d Inf found 2 VC KIA,
killed by SA fire. Results: 2 VC KIA (BC),

4. 10 Apr 68: A/1/503d )-f 2 companies (-), 1-69th Armor re-
acted to an ambush on Highway 19 by 5th Bn 95 B Regiment., Adr and artillery support-
ed., Results: 46 NVA (BC) and 4 NVA PW,

(e) ZIarzalu and Weathar:

1. Jarrain® Relief was characterized by high mountains with
dense undergrowth with triple canopy in certain areas throughout the A0, Streams were
generally fu)l throughout ihe AO with the nain river flowing SSW, with its source in
the Northern portion of the A0, Cultivated fields are found throughout the A0, esp-
ecially around AN KHE. Trails are numerous throughout the AQ and were generally well
used. Because of the wide area for maneuver and the unlimited staging areas available
to the enemy, he can sasily avoid contact, engaging US forces only on his own terms,
Highway 19 bisecting the TACR from the East to the West, is unpaved but paasable.
There are two mountain passes on each side of the A0,

2, Mgather: Generally the weather vas falr and varm with
temperatures ranging from a high of 85 degrees to a low of 60 degrees. Winds were
from the East at 5-8 knots, Sky conditions wers generally scattered clouds at 2500
feet with some morning fcg, clearing around 0900 hours, Visibility was from 6-7 miles
during tue mid-morning to iate afternoon, Rainshowers were sparce and normally began
in the late afternoon and terminated in the early morring hours,

(f) Enemy's Oxder of Battla: The following is a 1ist representing
the enexy's order of battle:

UNIT & STR SUB-UNITS LOCATION WEAPONS
407th Sapper Bn 1st Co, AKA 41st, Pletiku Province ~3-8lmm Mortars
STR: 200 K40 2-60mm Mortars
24 Co, AKA 424, K50 3-57mm RR's
33 Co, AKA 34, D60 3-B-40 RL1g
4th Co, AKA 4ith, 26-AK<47's
K70 (82mm Mortars) 46-CKC Carhines
5th Co, AKA 45th, 9-RFD IMC
K80 2-Auto Riflas
H-15 LF Bn C1 Co, AKA 316 Pleiku Province 8&2mm Mortars
STR: /4DO €2 Co, RKA 317 60mm Mortars
C3 Co, AKA 318 75um RR's
C/ Co, AXA 319 MG, SMG, SA
13
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4th Bn 95 B NVA Regt 1st Co Between An Khe Unknown
STR: 250 2d Co and the Mang Yang
4th Co Pass
5th Bn 95B NVA Regt 4 Co's VC Valley (Binh  82mm Mortars
STR: 200 Dinh-Pleiku Prov)
124th Mortar Co
STR: Unk nk Unk 4~82mm Mortars
n.26 LF Co Unk Southwest of A0  Unk
STR: 87 Walker
(4) Oporation BOLLING:
(a) Zpemy Situation:

1. Diaposition: Since 1 February 1968, the BOLLING Area of
Operations has been the site of increased enemy activity. The enemy does not fully
control the area around TUY HOA City because of the prasence of friendly troops plus
an aggressive revolutionary development program which has reduced the hold by the
enemy an the population. Recently, reliable agents have reported the following units
within the TUY HOA srea or close enough to have influence upon the BOLLING Area of
Operations. These units are:

a. Hy, Sth NVA Division
(Total Approximate Stremgth: 280C)

b. 35th NVA Regiment
(Total Approximate Strength: 900)

¢. Ath Battalion 95th NVA Regiment
{Total Approximate Stremgth: 100)

d. Sth Battalion 95th NV& Regiment
(Total Approximate Strength: 150)

e. ¢€tnh Battalion 95th NVA Regiment
(Total Approximate Strength: 200)

f. 188 NVA Regiment
(Total Approximate Strenmgth: 905)

£. 95th Artillery Regiment
{Y¥otal Approximate Strength: 150)

h. 30th Maim Force (MF) Battalion
{Total Approximate Strengih: 200)

i, 85tk Local Poree (LF) Battaliom
{Total Approximate Strength: 150)

. k.65 “ngineer (Sapper) Cowpany
(Total Approximate Rtrength: 80)

k. K-76 Engineer (Sapper) Company
(Total Approximate Strength: 90)

2. Peculisritiea sod Weaknesses:

a. The supply system of the enemy flows from west to east
and can be best interdicted on the western edge of PHU YEN Province.

Y,
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b. The major weakness of the enemy is his inabllity to
maintain contact due to his marginal logistics system,

go Recent successes by US, ROK and ARVN troops (4-503d
Infantry) reflects the vulnerability of the iVA to psychological operations. The
theme of the psychological operaticns should be to surrender to the ARVN end the dir-
ection of surrender should be given in the broadcast/leaflets,

2. Enemy Capabllities:

a. Continue to build up their units through infiltration,
recruitment and conscription, Recent reports indicate that the Sth NVA Division has
received replacements and is nearing the posture to launch offensive operations,

b. Attack instellations and friendly forces in northem
central PHU YEN Province with up to 4 combst effective battalions. These 4 battal-
ions would consist of the 4th, 5th, and 6th Battalions of the 95th NVA Regiment and
the 85th Local Force (LF) Battalion. The 30th Main Force (M) Battalion is not
believed to be presently combat effective, Attack in ce.tral end southern FHU YEN
Province vith the same combat battalions as listed; however, this effort i south
PHU YEN could be reinforced by the 188 NVA Regiment, This wculd bring the strength
of the snemy force to 7 combat battalions,

¢. Continue harassment, terrcrist and uncoventional war-
fare activities throughout the province., The pontocn bridge at CQ 201351 is a target
of particular interest as is the large bridge across the SONG BA River at TUY HOA.

g. Conduct battalion sized attacks reinforced by local
forces on veakly defended district hsadquarters and outposts.

g. Reinforce the TUY HOA Valley ares with elements of the
18 NVA Regiment withir 5 days,

£. Combat Efficiency (PHU YEN Province, AQ BOLLING): In
PHU YEN Province, the 85th LF Bp is apparently regrouping and attempting to rebuild
ite combat effectiveness for continuing operation's in TUY AN Diastrict, The heavy
casualties inflicted on the 1lth (AKA gghs and 13th (AKA 6th) Bn's, 95th RVA Regt in
early April 1968 by ARVN/ROK forces southwest of TUY HOA City has seriously impaired
the combet effectiveness of these Bn's, The 12th Bn, 95th Regt, has remained out of
contact and is believed to be retuilding its combat potential in northwestern TUY HOA
District, The 3Qth MF Bp will probably continue to corduct limited, small scale har-
assing operations in eastern HIEU XUONG District,

(b) Summary of O t In Pebruary Brigade Headquarters (-),
4th Bn-503d Inf, C and D Btry 34 Bn-319th Artillery, E Troop, 17th Cav and D Company
16th Armor participated in Operation BOLLING through 7 February, On 7 February Brigade
Headquarters (=) and E Troop 17th Cav joined other Brigade Forces in Operation
MACARTHUR. From 8-29 February 1968 the 4th Bn 503d Infantry, C and D Btry 3d Bn 319th
Atrillery and D Company 16th Armor participated in Operation BOLLING during which
they were involved in 47 incidents, 30 of which were friendly initiated, The Brigads
line up in Operation BOLLING remesined the same throughout the month of Merch, The
largest contact on 4 March was made by D-=16th Arwor when they smashed two enemy bate
talions {(5th Bn 95th NVA Regt and the 85th VC Bp) which had attacked the 47th ARVN
Headquarters at TUZ HOA, Over 200 enemy soldiers were killed in the combined FWMAF
operation,

(¢) Significant Contacta:

1. 060315 Feb 68: CQ 15.8 A/4/503 sighted 4 VC outside of
their perimeter and tock them under fire, Results: 1 VC KIA (BC),

2. 061145 Feb 681 CQ 091492 C/4/503 eishted and engaged 1 VC
wearing khakis and rucksack moving NNE. Results: 1 NVA KIA (BC)
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3. 110300 Peb 6Bt CQ 047435 C/4/503 anbushed 2 VC, Results:
2 VC KIa (BC),

4o 041210 Mar 68: CQ 159471 L-16th Armor reinforced the L7th
ARVN Regt in contact with two battalions, Contact continuud until 042930, Results:
5 US KHA, 16 US WHA, 2 US MHA: 137 NVA KIA (BC),

5. 121100 Mar 68: CQ 102988 D-16th Armor had ons M113 hit
a mne.) Area was searched and several VC were engaged. Results: 4 US WHA, 2 VC
KIA (BC),

& 181215 Mar 681 CQ 045446 A/L/503 observed 10 VC in .ue
open, Artillery, airstrikes, and gunships were cslled. Results: 4 VC KIA (BC),

2. 042350 Apr 63: B/./503 made contact with estimated 45 VC/
NVA vic OQ 046466. Results: 1 VC/NVA KIA (BC),
8. 06 Apr 68: A/4/503 fired on 15 VC with weapons. Results:
1 VC KIA (BC). .

9. 072050 Apr 68: CQ 053393 A/I./SOB made contact with 8 VC
vhile moving to an ambush site. Results: 2 VC KIA (BC),

10, 171334 Apr 68: C/4/503 sighted one NVA Co digging into
their front, Artillery and A/S called, Results: 1 NVA KIA (BC), 1 AK-47, 1 8lmm
mortar CIA,

1. 171436 Apr 68: ©Q 88,4 D-16th Armor while escorting a con-
voy received SA from both gides of the road, head track dest by a mine, Artillery
aad A/S supported. Results: 1 US WHA, 1 APC destroyed; 5 VC/NVA 1A (BC),

(d) Iarrain and Weathar:

1. Zarraint The area of interest is located in FHU YEN Prov-
incte and is bounded by coordinates BQ 7000, BQ 7060, CQ 1060 and CQ 3000, The east—
ern boundary i3 the South China Sea. Three-fourths of the area is mountanious and
forested. Most of the remainder of the area is flat lswd used either for cuitivatic.
of rice, or other lowland crops. Along thd coast there are rolling hills end sand
dunes except where the mountain out croppings meet the sea,. Since most of the area
consists of mountains and hills, there is no drainage vroblem, The major drainage
systenm is formed by the DA RANG or SONG BA River and 8 tritutaries, This river
traverses the center of the A0 from west to east, (BQ 7039 - CQ 6346). The tribut
arles {low generally north - south depending upon their location relative to the
SONG BA, The river empties into the South China Sea. Vegtation in the plains area
is predominently rice fields., Rurther inland, dense broadleaf evergreen forest covers
the mountain ridges with canopy rising in excees of 80 feet, Interprovincial Route
7B and Route 1 are the main lines of commnication in the area.

1 4

2. Yeathart The month of Noveuber, December and January are
months of the Northeast Monsoon semson in the area of operations, Surface winds
during the periocd will prevail from the north-northeast. Wind speeds range up to 16
knots, Winds guating to 30 knots may be expocted in the immediate vicinity of thunder-
storms, along exposed locatlons during strong northeasterly flow, and area under the
influence of typhoons or tropical stroms, Calm conditions are observed most fraquently
during night and early morning hours.

Precipitation from mid-December to March 1s light to moderate showers that cccur
in the morminge in the area of operations. Periods of three to five days without rain
are common during the period, Cloudiness during the period includes considerable
cloudiness in the ornings with ceilings below 1000 feet common in the exposed valleys.
In general, the afternoons along the coast are partly cloudy with most clouds above
2000 feet. The major effect of clouds on operations will ocour during the early or
mid-morning hours in ithe exposed coastal area. Temperatures will range from 80 to
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70 degrees along the coast and from 88 to € degrees in the interior. Helative

humidities are high throughout the year. Mean monthly relative humidities are with-
in the range of 70 to 90 percent., In the northeast monooon the humidity along the
northeast coast is about 91 percent,

(e) The following 1s a list representing the enemy's order of

battle:
UNIT & STR SUB=UNITS DATE & LOCATICH WEAPOND
5th NVA Div {FWD) 9$5th NVA Regt Unlocated N/A
STR: Unk
5th NVA Div (MAIN)  95th NVA Regt BQ 877238 (Div Hq) See Subordinate units
STR: 2200 188 NVA Regt Dec 67
Support Units
95th NVA Regt 4th Bn BQ 9953 6-82mm Mortars
STR: 675 . 5th Bn Apr 68 6Omm Mortara
6th Bn - 6-12,7m AAMG's
95th Arty Bn 75mm RR's
B-40 RL's
" K~51 Rifles
K-56 Rifles
AR~.7 Rifles
SKS'g
4=50 cal HMG's
IMG'a
6-DKZ8s
4th Bn 95tn Regt 1st Co CQ 242 15-MG's
STR: 60 2d Co Apr 68 27-AR's
34 Co 6-82mm Mortars
4Lth Co 3- RR's
27-B=0 RL's
27-T65 (GL)
5th Bn 95th Regt 5th Co CQ 0051 15-MG's
STR: 150 6th Co Apr 68 27-AR'g
Tth Co 6-82rm Momtars
8th Co w 3-RR's
27-B-40 RL's
27-T65 (BL)
6th Bn 95th Regt 9th Co £Q 0347 (=M1945 MG's
STR: 60 10th Co Apr 68 3-75mm RR's
11th Co 3-82mm Mortars
12th Co 9-Mi's (Chicom)
27-B-40 RL's
30th MF Bn 1st Co CQ 0824 3-60mm Morters
STR: 150 3d Co Apr 68 4=12,7Tum MG's
5th Co 3-57mm FR's
7th Co 2-B-40 RL's
9th Co Various Small Arms
85th LF Bn DK-2 Co CQ 0461 8lmm Mortars
STRL 150 DX.-4 Co Apr 68 60mm Mortars
DK-6 Co 57mm RR's
DK-8 Co HMG'g
or (poss 1st 30 Cal Ma's
thru 5th Co) Individual Weapons
17
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K~65 Engr {Sapper) Co's Unk CQ 0347 3-BAR's
STR: 8o Poss 5 Co's Apr 68 9-B-40 RL'a
15=AK=471s
24-CKC'g
75 Kile TNT
Hand Grenades
K-76 Engr (Sapper) Unk Unk AK-(T'3
STR: 90 CKG's
AR's
B-40 RL's
BAR's

3778 LF Co Unk
STR: Unk

95th Arty Bn H-14 CO
68th Regt 7th Co
STR: 125 8th Co

b. Enemy personnel losses for the reporting period were as follows:

OPN
BOLLING

WVA/VC KIA (BC) 196
NVA/VC KIA (POSS) 28
NVA/VC PW 16
Civil Defendants 30

Returnees Q

¢, Enemy equipment/supplies/installation losses for the reporting

period were as follows:

OPH

BOLLING

WEAPONS

AK-47 rifles 67
AK-50 rifles 0
SKS 2
M16 3
Carbines 6
BAR 0
Mavser Rifles 0

CONFIDENTIAL =z

Ea plt has 20 antieper amines
Co has at least 150 kilo of TRT
at all times

Unk Unk

BP 8634 4-120mm Mortars

Mar 68 4=75mm RR's
20-SMi's
21-AK-4T'g
37-SKS's

OFN PN OPN BRIGADE
WALKER  MACARTHUR  COCHISE TOTAL
24 240 77 557
8 56 43 135
2 9 1 38
4 21 54 109
1 0 2 3

PN OFN OFN BRIGADE

WALYER  MACART COCHISE  TOTAL
3 54, 3 127
0 1 0 1
6 10 9 27
0 1 2 3
0 2 1 19
0 3 2 5
0 a 5 5
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QPN OPk OFN OFN

BOLLING wALKER MACARTHUR COCHISE
M-1 Rifles 2 1 0 o]
1908 Springfield 1 0 0 0
12 Ga. Shotgun 0 0 1 1
.30 Cal Rifles 0 0 1 0
7.62 French 0 1 o] Q
50 Sub 4G 0 0 1 0
DPM MG 0 0 1 0
RPD LMG 12 0 8 1
Chicon SMG 0 0 0 2
M-2 SMG 4] o} 0 2
M-60 0 0 0 1
MAT 49 0 0 0 1
B-40 Rkt Launcher 3 ¥ 7 0
Us 1AW 0 0 H 0
60mm Mortars ¢ 0 3 0
82mm Mortars 1 Q 0 o
57mn RR 5 o] o} 0
AUNITION, MINES and EXPLUSIVES
Small Arms Rds 91 1265 74,730 6974
Hand Grenades 41 Al 247 22
M-79 Rounds 2 0 37 23
60mm Morter Rds 2 10 557 0
82mm Mortar Rds o] 36 48 52
60mm Fuzes 0 v 29 0
60mm Charges 0 0 25 0
Firing Devices 0 o 2 0
Satchel Charges " 108 3 0
122ram Rkt Rds 0 0 58 0
120 Mtr Ras 0 0 50 0
Minee o] 26 2 2
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OFN Ol OPN OPN BRIGADE

EOLLING  WALKER  MACIRTHUR  COCHISE  IOTAL
Treps () 20 ) 0 20
TNT, 1bs 0 0 50 0 50
B-40 Rkts 8 1 26 3 38
12,7mm Rds 0 ] 36 0 36
Blasting Caps 10 (v} 248 0 258
Bengalore Torpedees 0 0 10 v 10
75mm Rds 0 o] 9 16 25
Concussicn Grenades 0 0 3 0 3
Claymore Mines 0 1 4 0 5
Fuze Lighters 0 (o] & 0 &,
VC Stick Grenades 0 3 o] c 3
AW Magazines 11 o} 4] 18 29
Det Cord, ft. 50 0 0 0 50
Trip Flares, toxes 0 1 0 o] 1
INSTALLATIONS
Huts 31 128 15 1 175
Bunkers 53 103 39 0 195
Tunnels 3 13 3 0 19
AA Psna 0 0 2 0 2
Foop
Rice, 1lbs 25,460 2,400 18,664 190,445 236,969
Salt, 1lbs 4] 0 85k o} 85%
Grain, 1lbs o - 100 2,190 o} 2,290
MESCELIANEOTS
Rucksack 35 2 156 pul 204
VN Piasters 0 0 $1,740 0 $1,740
Web Belts 6 0 2 0 8
Gas Mask 0 o] 29 8 37
Utensils 0 0 153 150 303
Uniforms 0 o} 8 o] 8

20
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OFN OPN OPN OPN DRIGADE
BOLLING  WALKER  MACARTHUR  COGHISE  TOTAL
Ponchos 3 0 17 4 29
Hammocks 6 0 7 1 14
. Helmet 0 0 1 8 9

Clothing, 1lba 10 30 Q3 910 1363

Pield Jacket 1 0 2 0 3
) Marijuana, bushels 0 0 1 0 1

Tobacco, 1bs 0 220 0 0 220

: Rice Grinding Machine [ 3 o] 0 3

- Crossbows 0 3 0 0 3

: Punji Stakes 0 7000 0 0 7000
Codine Pills 41 0 0 0 0

; Sandbags 0 300 0 0 300

: Canteen 2 0 1 0 3
Medlcal Supplies, 1lbs 0 0 176 42 218

: Batteriesz o] 0 0 76 76

Documents, 1bs 5 1 15 82 103
Printing Preaa ] o 0 1 1

) PRC-25 0 0 0 1 1
Entrenching Tool 0 0 59 4 63
7 I 50 Binoculars 0 0 0 2 2
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4. Gombat Qperations:
Kekruary

In February the lst Battalion 503d Infantry and A Battery 3d Battalion 319th
Artillery engaged in Operation MACARTHUR terminated operations in A0 Relief which had
been contrclled by Task Force POVERHOUSE at Camp Enari (Pleiku) and began the movement
to Ban Me Thout. As the 1lst Battalion 503d Infantry and A Daftery 3d Battclion 319th
Artillery withdrew into Camp Enari for helilift to Ban Me Thout they were released
from OPCON to TF POWERHOUSE and assigned under the control of Colciel Herry A, Berber
III, Senior Advisor, 23d ARVN Divisien to reinforce tie 8th ARVN Cavalry, 45th ARVN
Regiment and 23d Ranger Battalion in Ban Me Thout. TF POWERHOUSE (-) remained atv Camp
Enari and prepared for future operationgand the released lst Bn 503d Inf was helilifted
from Canp Enari to Ban Me Thout over the 2d, 3d and 4th of Februery, At 09CO on 5
February the 2d Bn 503d Inf and B Btry 3d Bn 319th Arty were released from the OPCON
2d Bde, 4th Inf Div and returned to the control of TF POWERHOUSE, The 2d Bn 503d Inf
then moved from Duc Co to Camp Enari on 5 & 6 February, With the arrival of the 2d
Bn 503d Inf cnd the assumtion of OPCON of the 2d - 1st Cav, Task Force POWERHOUSE
commenced search and desiroy oper-tions in AQ Julian on 7 February with a serles of
Company size combat mssaults and eatablishment of Fire Support Base "Pat" (vic AR980
450) to contain B-3-319th Arty. D-2-503d Inf after leaving their landing zone killed
5 NVA and raptured 1 PW, 3 AK—47's, 3 LMG and 1 B40 RL in a series of small skirmishes
throughout the afternoon. On 8 February the 173d Airborne Brigade {-) closed the
Brigade Hi's area in Suoi Do (vie BR0O37545) and assumed control of the 2d Bn 503d Inf
from Task Force POWERHOUSE, E Troop 17th Cav arrived with the Brigade and assumed
the mission of Brigade security and reaciion force., Task Force 1734 Abn Bde aiso
assumed control of 2d of lst Cav which continued its road security operations in the
Suod Do area, The 2d of 1lst Cav escorted convoys on Highway 14 and 19 between Kontum
and Pleixm during daylight,

Fron 8 to 14 Feb Task Force 173d Abn Bde (-) conducted searzh and destroy
operations 1» AO Julian with aliost negative incidents except for contact with an
occassionsl small band of VC/NVA and discovery of a few small food ani ammunition
caches, 2 - l1st Cav and E Troop 17th Cav escorted large t:iuck convovs between Yontun
and Pleixu without trouble except for isolated mine incidents resuiting in light
danage,

On 15 February Task Force 173d Abn Bde (-) terminsted operations in AD Julian
and conmmenced redeployment by air to Ban Me Thout East where the lst Bn 503d Inf was
operating. A, C and D-2-503d Inf, B-3-319th irty (-) and elements of the 173d Abn
Bde Tactizal Opertions Center Comaand Post deployed by C-130 aircraft from New Pleiku
A rfield to Ban Me Thout East. The remainer of the Task Force closed Carp Enar: from
Suol Do and the 2d-lst Cav was released from the Brigadefs control, Wi*L the arrival
of TF 173d Abn Bde (~) at Ban Me Thout the 1st Bn 503d Inf and A-3-319%a Arty were
returned to Brigade controly two Mobile Strike Forces (under USSF Cormand) were placed
OPCCH 1o TF 173d Abn Bde (-5. The Brigade (-) then commenced search and destroy op-
erations south of Ban Me Thout with 2 Battalicns of Infantry, 2 Mobils Strike Forces,
2 batterles of 105mm (How) in support and E Troop 17th Cav as the Brigade reaction and
security force. From 18 to 23 Pebruary the Brigade conducted vigorious search and
deatroy operations with negative contact except for two food cache discoveries of 1500
pounds of grain and 14,500 pounds of ris:.

The 1st Bn 503d Inf was airlifted fora Ben Me Thout East to Kontum City on 24
February by direction of IFFV due to heavy contacts the 1st Bn 22d Inf had been having
and became OPCCN to the lst of 22d Inf. The 24 Bn 503d Inf continued search und de-
story operationa south of Ban Ma Thout with neg.iive contact, Tesk Force 1731 Abn Bde
(-) moved by air from Ban Me Thout East to Camp Enari and assumed centrol of the 1lst
Bn 503d Inf and 1st Bn 224 Inf., The 2nd Bn 5033 Inf terminated operations ani mowvad to
Ban Me Thout Esst for deployment by air to Kontum, USSF Mobile Strike Force i7 was
released to its parent unit, As ths month of February closed Task Farce 173d ibn Bde
(-) TAC CP operating from the edge of Kontum City cortrolled Task Force 1--503@ 1.f
with A-1-8th Inf, E-3-8th Inf, two Cemp Strike Forces and Task Force 1-22d Inf with a
Moblle Strike Porce and C-4-42d Arty. E=17th Cav secured Kontum airfield and one
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rlatoon of 1-69ta Arnor provided FSB security., A-3-319th Arty remained \dth the 1st
Bn 503d Inf but B=3-319th Arty was located at Camp Enari. The 2d Bn 503d Inf began
movement to An Khe to exchange places with the 3d Bn 503d Inf as th~ Camp Radcliff
Quick Strike Battalion., The 3d Bn 503d Inf moved by air to Kontum airfield. On 27
February B-1-503d Inf engaged an NVA platoon (vic 2A203747) resulting in 3 US KHA,
11 US WHA, 4 NVA KIA, 1 RPD, 3 AK-47's and 1 SKS captured. In mid sfternoon C=3-8th
Inf (OPCON to 1st Bn 503d Inf) came under mortar and SA fire for two hours until con-
tact was broken, D-1-22d Inf engaged an unknown size enemy force (vic AR825950)
while searching & burker complex and suffered 24 WHA, A-1-8th Inf was reverted to
its parent unit on 27 February. The next day, 28 Februmry, C-3-8th Inf was returned
to its parent unit also. As February closed the Task Force 173d Abn Bde (=) pressed
search and destroy operations in the Kontum area making daily contact with NVi units,

In February the 173d Airborne Brigade (-) continued Qparation BOLLING in Flu
Yen Province with the nission of finding, fixing and destroying the 95th MVA Ragiment;
providing security for the civilian rice harvest (in conjunction with the ROK 28th
Reginent and the 47th ARVN Regiment); furnishing security for the 577th Engineer Bat-
talion and 173d Engineer Company along Highway 436, routes 68 and °D as required ard
rroviding a rapid reaction comapny. The 4th Bn 503d Inf in conjunction witk the Camp
Strike Force elements form the USSF Camp at Dong Tre and Cung Son, and Task Force
Mitchell (D Co 16th Armor and E Troop.17th Cav) conducted search ,gnd destroy operat-
ions west of Tuy Hoa and helped mop up the afternath of the NVA TET offensive in Tuy
Hoa. (See Annex E for report on SEI fighting in Operation BOLLING),

On 8 February the 173d Airborne Brigade {-) departed Tuy Hou to assume operat-
ional contirol of the Brigade's two Battalion Task Force Forces (TF POWERHOUSE) in
Kontum Province. The 4th Bn 503d Inf essumed control of Operation BOLLING and the re-
maining Brigade forces which consisted of C and D Battery, 3d Bn 319th Artillery and
D Company 16th Armor. Elements of the 5th Bn 27th Artillery and C Battery, 6th Bn,
32d Artillery provided general support in the area of operations., Throughout the rest
of February Task Force 4th Bn 503d Inf continued search and destroy operations along
with the Camp Strike Force elements making only light contact. Elements of the 51st
Chenical Detachment flew crop destruction missions in VC territory and Engineer troops
conducted mine sweeping operations. D Co 16th Armor split its platoons tetween fire
base security and convoy escerts to Vung Ro Bay, On 26 February the Brigade S-5 start-
ed training of 17 KIT CARSON SCCUTS (former NVA/VC) for use in the Brigade. The enemy
avoided contact during the month of February,

In Pebruary the 3d Battalion 503d Infantry continued to secure the Camp
Radeldff/An Khe complex, secure Highway 19 in the Tactical Area of Responsibility,
conduct operations within the TAOR and to support revoluntionary development in the
Walker TAOR, The 3d Bu 503d Infantry conducied operations in AO WALKER until 27 Feb-
ruary when they exchanged places with the 2d Bn 503d Inf; the 23 Bn 503d Inf then
&3sumed responstbility for AO WALKER. The Brigade exchsnged Battalions again in March
when the 1lst Bn 5033 Inf repalced the 2d Bn 503d Inf and continued operations. The
Brigade made an effort to exchange infantry battalions about every month so that each
battalion would have a chance to utilize the Brigade's rear area servicus stationed at
Camp Radc1iff. The 173d Support Battelion continued to furnish guards and emergency
provisional companies for the defense of Camp Radcliff. For a closer break down of
operations of the Quick Strike Battalion see ths 3d Bn 503d Infantry's Combat after
Action Report (17 January - 27 February 1968) attached as inclosure D.

The 2d Bn 503d Inf employed company size search and destroy operations, mul-
tiple night ambushes with local Vietnamese Forces, security missions -along Highway 19
and constantly held one company as a »apid reaction force. Contact with enemy forces
was light during February coming mainly from sniper fire and small ambushes along High-
vay 19. Om 0400 hours é February Camp Radcliff received approximately 100 rounds of
mixed 82mm and 60mmu mortar fire resulting in 1 US KHA, 24 WHA (one serious) and 22 air-
craft damaged. Enemy mortar positions were engeged by SA, M=79, mortar and artillery
fire with unknown results. On 8 Februsry rapid reaction to an snemy ambush killed 5
NVA and captured 5 weapons. Camp Radeliff was again mortarsd on 18 February but rap-
1dly returned fire terminated the attack after a dozen rounds, Close coordination and
combined operations with Popular Forces were highly successful, stopping ememy inci-
dents along the southern Camp Radcliff perimeter,
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Operations cuiing the month of Pebruary by the Brigade was supported by on
call TAC Sorties and 60 FAC Sorties. Air Force fighter bonbers were availeble 90 -
95% of the time for preplanned air strikes and were quickly available for immediate
airstrikes. Supporting artillery (3d Bn 319th Artillery) fired a total of 566 miss-
ions and expended 706, rounds. The Brigade Aviation Platoon (Casper) supported all
operations. A statintical report of their activities followst

UH-1H Miasiona dartiaa Miguiona
ROSUPPLY « o o « o o o o o 2 s « s 0 s s e a0 601 230 (4 tonms)
Command and Control « ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o o o s o + o 893 3l
Malntenancs « « o o o o ¢ o o s 0 0 o 0 s o ¢« o 134 39

Total Hours Flown « & + « ¢ ¢« o « o o o 581

Total Passengers . « « « « ¢« o o o « o 780

0H-135 Miasigna Sortiea Miagiopna
Command and ComtIOl « o ¢ « o « o s o 5 o « o +» 1300 375
Maintensnce « « o s o « o o o ¢ o 5 o s 4 0 o4 30 83

Total Hours Flown . « o » « o o ¢ & » o 312

Total Pagsengers ., « « « » + « + o« o o 260

Grend Total Sorties UB-1H . . . . . . . 1628
OH-138 , . . . . . 1609
Grand Total Missions UH-1H . . . . . , 650
OH-138 . . . & . . 458

Total 7,62um ammo expended . ¢ « « o s o o + o o o o o s o s 0 s s s 24,000 rounds

Operations during the month of February 1968 resulted in ths following VC/
NVA and friendly casualties:

YC/NV4A Losses IS Iogaes
KIa (8C) . . . .. .13 L 3 |
KL% (Poss) o o o 4 o 17 WHA . . V.o u e o9
Civil Defendents . . &2 MA.....00 o 3
Roturnees « « « « . O Non battle dead « . O
PW....... . 20 Non battle injured . 15
March

During March 1968 Task Force 173d Abn Bde (-) consisting of 1st Bn 503d Inf,
3d Bn 503d Inf, Task Force 1-22d Inf, 4th Inf Div, E Troop 17th Cav and A & B Btry,
3d Bn 319th Atry continued operations in the vicinty of Komtum, The lst Bn 503d Inf
and 3d Bn 503d Inf consisted of four rifle companies and HQ Co; Task Force 1-22d Inf
consisted of four organic rifle companies and an additlonal mobile strike company. E
Troop 17th Cav was deployed at TUE strength while 4 & B Btry consisted of 5 quns esach,
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in addition B-6-1l4ith Arty end C-5-16th Arty provided support for the Task Force in
Kontum. Search and destroy operations continued with light contact until 3 March
when D-1-503d Inf engaged an unknown size enemy force in bunkers (vic AR 854976) at
1500 hours in theaftermoon, C-1-503d Inf moved north to reinforce D Coxpany and en-
geged the enemy in the same vieinity, A-1-503d Inf was helilifted from FSB 2 to an
L2 vic AR 85,976 closing at 1730; A Company moved north to reinforce C & D 1-5034 Inf
and engaged an unknown size enemy force at AR 853978 also, Contect was broken at
1835 hours, Contact resulted in 7 US KHA, 2 US MHA and 24 US WHA, B-3-503d Inf had
also made contact with an unknown size enemy force vic 2A 135765 and killed 4 NVA
wvhile suffering 3 US KHA and 8 US WHA. The next day B-3-503d Inf found 3 more NVA
killed by A/S. Earlier that morning (0235 hrs) C-1-22d Inf received 25 incoming mar-
tar rounds, all of which landed outside of their perimeter. For the next fewv days
the three battelions kept three companies moving on search and destroy operations
while providing fire base security for supporting artillery with the Ath company.
Elements of E Troop 17th Cav conducted sweep operations. At 0945, 6 March E Troocp
17th Cav, moving south along Highway 14 made contact with an eatimated NVA Company
vie ZA 217730, After two hours contact appeared to have been broken but when B Troop
made & sweep of the contact area they again came under enemy fire, this time from the
vic of ZA 219728, The Cav troop continued to press the attack throughout the after-
noon and the enemy withdrew east. At 1500 hours lat Platoon B=1-69th Armor became
OPCON to the 173d Abn Bde and was sent to reinforce E Troop 17th Cav, The reinforced
Zav Troop continued to push until 1730 hours when they ran up against enemy bunkers

and pulled back to call in air and aertillery. The sweep resulied in 2 US KdA, 6 US
WHA, 2 VN Civ KHA, 4 NVA KIA and 2 NVA PW's,

The next morning (7 March) 2-8th Inf was released to the OPCON of the 173d
Abn Bde and E Troop 17th Cav was placed under the 2-8th Inf, A% 1000 hours A & C
2-8th Inf, E Troop 17th Cav and 1st Platocon B-1-63th Armor conducted a sweep of the
6 March contact area, The sweep through the enemy's bunker area resulted in 1 US WHA,
17 NVA KIA, 5 AK-47's, 4 B-40 rounds, 3 75mm rounds and assorted web gear. At 1600
hours the sweep team returned to Highway 1 and B T:oop 17th Cav was relsased back to
the 173d Abn Bde and retwrned to Kontum airfield. The 2-8th Inf and the 1 Platoom,
B-1-69th Armor were relessed to the 2d Bde {th Inf Div. The infantry battalions cone

timued the search and destroy missions with the 3d Bn 503d Inf pushing 2 companies
north along the Ya Kromg Bolak River,

Two companies made contact with the NVA on 8 March; C-1-503d Inf jumped 5
NVA vic AR 844997 at 1000 hours and killed 4 while capturing 2 AK-47's, A-1-503d Inf
also made a slight contact killing one NVA, Earlier at 0100 hours C-3-503d Inf and
B-3-8th Inf (vic 2A 112912) received 15=-20 rounds of mortar fire, btoth companies suf-
fered wounded of 2 and 24 men respectively. Also during the 8th Headquarters and
Headquarters Company A and C of 3-8th Inf and A-6-29th Artillery marched overland from
Dek To to Kontum, 1-22d Inf prepered to move to a new AQ {CP 40) vic Pleiku and was
released from Operation Oontrol of the 173d Abn Bde being replaced by the 3-8th Inf.,
B-6~14th Arty and C-5-16th Arty were also withdrawn from Brigade control., From 9 to
11 March the three rifle battalions and thrse artillery batteries Task Force under
the command of the 1731 Abn Bde (-) continued search and destroy missions msking only

slight contact receiving occasdional ineffeclive mortar fire and encountering isclated
land mines on the highway.

The 2-8th Inf and A-4-42d Arty were placed under the control of the 173d Atm
Bde (=) at 0100 hours 12 Murch to replace the 3-8tk Inf and A-6-29th Arty which re-
verted to the 1st Bde 4th Inf. At 0545 hours FSB 9 came under an attack of 35 82mm
mortar rounds, 10 B-40 rocket rounds, SA and AW fire resulting in 1 US KHA, 5 US WHA,
1 4.2 mortar destroyed and 3 4.2 mortar sites destroyed. Contact was broken at 0815
hours followed by arriva’. of C=1-503d Inf by helicopter. A cweep of the area reveal-
ed one NVA KIA (BC) and 1 LMG, C-1-503d Inf made brief contact with the unknown size
enemy force again at 1540 hours. Just bofore noon elements of the 173d Bngineer Co
as a geparate convoy on route 14 out of Pleiku were ambushed from the west (vic ZA
194675) by an unknown size enemy force resulting in 1 US KHA, 4 US WHA, and unimown
snexy casualties. During early aftermoon A-1-503d Inf found 1 Chicom radio and soms
documents, D-1-503d Inf found 70 NVA rucksacks and 1 SKS carbine and B-3-503d Inf
fourd 350 US type 60mm mortar shells vic ZA4 143905, The 2-8th Inf convoy came under
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a brief ten minute ambush from the east vic XA 169838, The ambush was by an estim-
ated NVA Company using SA, AW and B-40 rockets, fortunately with negative results.,

D-3-503d Inf contacted an estimated NVA Comspny at 1015 hours 13 March vic
2A 147943. The NVA troops employed 60mm mortars and B-40 rockets. 5 NVA were kill-
ed and 1 US KHA while B wers WHA, B-3=503d Inf was helilifted to reinforce D Com-
pany at 1430 hours and contact was broken at 1600. Meanwhile about 1125 hours Dele
503d Inf had also run up against an estimated company and came under heavy SA and
AW fire vic ZB 022004. A, B and D 1-503d Inf moved to reinforce D Company and also
came under SA and AW fire from the same location. By mid afternocon (1535 hours) A,
B and D 1-503d Inf had moved into position and assaulted the enemy bunker position
under heavy fice. Contact was trcken as darkness a&nroached {1745 hour«) uith the
known results of 1 NVi KIA (BC), 5§ US MHA and 7 US WhHa,

The next morning D-1-593d Inf found the > US MHA from the 13th, all were
dead. later in the morning Da3-503d Inf found 1 NVA body, 1 LMG, 1 AK-;7, 2 SKS
Carbines, 1 60mm mortar, 9 grenades and 50 rucksacks in the asrea of their contact
on the 13th. That afterncon just before 1500 hours, C-1-503d Inf encountered num-
erous NVA snipers in trees vic ZA (L8982, after a two hour fire fight 7 NVA were
Killed and 1 US KHA snd 1 paratrooper was wounded.

On the morning of 16th March C-1-503d Inf found 35 NVA bodies vic 2A 041988
and later killed one more in a tunnel. A-1-503d uncovered an NVA cache containing
23 82mm mortsr rounds, 41 82mm fuzes, 14, hand grenades and 580 SA rounds. At 1715
hours A-1-503d came under 82m mortar and M-79 fire from an unknown NVA force and
suffered 10 US wounded.

Contact continued throughout the 17th as aggressive paratroopers pushed out,
cor.tinuously pressing to fix the NVA and keep them off balance; the NVA countered
with mertar and harassing fire. At 0130 houre D-3--503d Inf observed rockets falling
near their position and at the same time had approximately 50 rounds of é0mn mortar
fire fall just cutside their perimeter, A & D 1-503d Inf marched north northeast
noving towards H1l1l 1064 with D Compeny in the lead, Contact vas made with NVA in
bunkers vic B 034010 resulting in 1 US KHA and 2 US WHA, Contact was brokenm at 1745
hours; however, an hour later D Company recaived SA, AW and mortar fire vwic Z8B 037011
which cest 10 US WHA, B-1-503d Inf also engaged sn enemy force in tunkers at ZA 038
991, At noon R Troop 17¢h Cav found and destroyed fifty 60me and 82mm mortar rounds.
That evening at 1930 hours B-3=503d Inf and D=3-503d Inf were probed by approximately
40-60 NVA vic ZA 154955 causing 10 US WHA, enemy casuslties were unknown; artillery
was fired in support. At about the same time B.1-503d Inf night ambush engeged an
unknown size enmemy force and had 2 paratroopers wounded.

A & D 1.502d returned to Hill 1064 end found half a dozen NVA dead as well
as recovered 7 US bodies from the earlier battle. Farlier that morning at 0400 B &
D 3-5C3d Inf received a probing attack from the ncrth, northwest and south vic 24
154955, the NVA preconned against the perimeter with SA, hand grenades and rifle gren-
sdes wounding 3 US., Enemy casuslties were unknown, Companies comducting search and
destroy operations contimuously engaged dug in V' and snipers, countering with art-
illery and organic weepons,

As contact increased with NVA forces more troops poured into the area and
everyday saw two or three company size contacts although nons of them developed into
a decisive fight, By 23 March B & D Co 1-8th Inf, A, B, C Companys and Scout Platoon
2-8th Inf, the entire 3-8th Inf and four artillery units; A-4-42d Arty, C-6-29th Arty
and A-1-92d Arty were operating in the vicinity of Kontum with the 15034 Inf and
3-~503d Inf and their two artillery batteries. In addition to maintaining pressure on
the NVA forces the searching troopers also uncovered enemy caches between 20 and 23
March. On the 20th A-1«503d Inf discovered 50 120mm uortar shells, 24 122mm rocket
rounds, 26 122mm rocket warheads and some unidentified warhsads. The next day the
1-503d Inf also found 10 NVA rucksacks, several AK-,7's, a LMG, hand grenades and 2
packets of enemy documents.

On the 234 companies of the 1-503d Inf, 3-503d Inf, 2-8th Inf and 3-8th Inf
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all made contact with NVA troops. Units of the 3-503d4 Inf, 1-8th Inf and 2-8th Inf
concentrated their effort in coordinated attacks on enemy positions vic of Hill 600
{ZA 153957). The enemy was pounded by alr snd artillery throughout the dsy. Lossaes
for the fighting were 1light with only 1 US KHA and 20 US WHA, while 6 NVA were kill-
od by body count, Enemy casualties by air and artillery were unknown.

The morning of the 23d saw C-3-503d Inf move from their night laager site
to a position east of Hill 600 and then attacked west against the bunker complex on
Hill 600, killing 1 NVA and finding 27 bunkers and 3 claymore mines, As C Company
pushed on west A=3=503d Inf linked up with them and they made contast with an un-
known size enemy force about 1400 hours vie ZA 151960, The two compenies maneuvered
against the enemy bunkers and came under heavy fire to include B-40 rockets and rifle
grenades, Contact vas broken at 1730 hours to allow A/S to hit the enemy. The parae
troopers loss 1 killed and 10 wounded while counting 5 NVA bodies. € & D 3-8th Inf
passed thru the complex finding 3 NVA KIA and 2 rifles; es they presssd on they suf-
fered two wounded from AW fire, The company then called in A/S on a group of NVA

thea observed digging in vie VA 937923; a sweep of the area combined with A/S claimed
18 NVA KIsp,

Sumraxy of Operation MACARTHUR: During February and March the Brigads res-
ponded to several different situations which developed during Operation- MACARTHUR.
The iirst movement was to Pleiiu in AO JULIAN to counter the threat of the 5th Bn
Q48 Regt which apparently wvas stopped intlally when one Company of the 2-503d had
contact shortly after landing on the L2, At the same time the 2-1st Cav on Highvay
19 made contact with an ambush resulting in two companies of the §ih Bn being routed.
After that the 2d Bn continued to move to the east to find and fix the Sth Bn but
this never svolved. The 1lst Bn 503d In{ had gone to Ban Me Thout in response to a
definite thresat of two enemy battalions against the city. ARVN elements had gathered
in around the city itself, The lst Bn 503d had only one good contact and they were
basically unable to develop this contact because they only had their organic 4.2 mor-
tars and 1 bettery (5 guns) of 105 hovieters (supporting) at the time. Once contact
was nade the enemy moved out of range of the 105's and the lat Bn coulidn't pursue.
When the 2d 8n 5034 Inf moved to Ban Me Thout they made contact with local VC forces
and elements of the 324 NVA Regt which successfully moved cut of their range. While
at Ban Me Thout 3 Amerlcan prisoners were reported held by the NVA and the Brigade
almost ceased all offensive cparations for three days to pursus and free,the prison-
ers,

When the Brigade was called away from Ban Me Thout a threat had develeoped
at Pleilu again so the Brigade was given orders to move northeast of Pleiku into an
area which was the home of high level elements of both §YVA and Erant. actiwvities; how-
ever, before the Erigade could deploy it was ordered to Kontum where the 1lst Bn 22d
Inf vas in heavy contact. Once the Brigade moved into Kontum with the TAC CP the
Brigade assumed OPCON of the lst Bn 22d Inf Bde. The 24ith NYA Reght northeast of
Kontum never engaged the Brigade without being dug in and lmowing that they were co-
vered with mortar fire, The first two or three times Brigade units had real trouble
with these contacts and took the worst emd of the bargain., The Brigede was into a
real tough fight; the onemy soldiers were well trained and disciplined.

In brief at Kontum the Brigade entered areas where nobedy else had gone,
oven the USSF at Poler Kleng states they had operat.,d throughout the area but when
pinned down they indicated they badn't been in the aree of contact for six or eight
months. The NVA positions were well dug in; tunnels, bunkers, ect. The place was
evidently used as a forward baie srea when they would store 120mm mortars and rocket
warhsads, Althought the Brigade didn't stay and finish the campaign it waa a wvorth-
while effort in that the Brigade moved inte these known base camps, The NVA was a
tough opponent, During this crucial period the lst Bn 5034 Inf rece!ved over 60 new
replacements. Some troopers were killed after less than a day in combat, Major
Gunderson had taken over command of the 1~503d and his baptism under fire was under
difficult circumstances. At the same time the 3d Bn 503d Inf had been taken over by
LTC Fisher and both new comnanders were feeling their way around.

During March Task Force 5th Battalion 503d Infantry with C and D Battery 3d
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Battalion 319th Artillery, D Company 16th Armor and Camp Strike Porce units OPCON to f
the Tesk Force continued search and destroy missions in A0 BOLLING (west of Tuy Hoa). |
Task Force elements maintained daily contact with VC/NVA forcea operating in the Tuy
Hoa area, however, the enemy was almost always found in small groups., The largest !
enemy contact ook place on 4 March when D-16th Armor was committed in support of i
units of the 47th ARVN Regiment just north of Tuy Hoa City which had come under at-
tack early on the morning of the ,4th by the 5th Eu 94ih NVA Hagirant,, §5th Local
Torce VG Battalion, 25tk Recon Saprar Company and elements of the 17tk Mortar Recail-

. The NVA were dug in in three villages between Tuy Hoa North Air- '
field and the acesn,

it
i
The 47th ARVN Regiment blocked the ememy to the south and west while the D H
Co 16th Armor Compuny Commander placed one platoon in full defilade to the ocean !
aide of the last village as a blocking force, Between 1000 and 1100 hours the remain- i
ing two platoons of APC's supported by F-100's from the 308th Tactical Fighter Squad- :
ron, helicopter gunships and ARVN Infantry began their push againast the first NVA
held viilage from the north, Enemy resistance was fierce and the attack was halted
momentarily when one AFC was knocked out and another damaged, The airborme armor
troopers reneved the attack and pushed through the village killing many NVA and VC.
As the afternoon continued the armored APFC's clearad the second village with massed
+50 caliber fire and air support. The continuous pressure on the NVA/VC caused many
of the enemy tc try and flee across the open rice paddies covered by the interlocking
«50 claiter machine guns of the blocking force platonn and they inflicted heavy cas-
ualties on all escape attempts with their massed fire.

The attack continued into the third wvillage where the fighting bscame especi-
ally fierce a3 the APC's approached the enemy CF. The withdrawal of the supporting
ARVN Infantry as the APC's closed on the enemy CP allowed the NVA/VC to work close to
the AFC's with anti tenk weapons from prepared positions, After severel of the attuack-
ing APC's took direct B-40 Rocket and Recoilless Rifle hits, the lack of supporting
infantry and repidly spproaching darkness forced the armor to withdiraw but not until
they had recovered their wounded and destroyed all damaged equivment,

D~16th Armor was credited with 137 NVA KIAa (BC) during the sction. D Company
losses were 7 killed, 21 wounded and 3 missing (burmed beyond recognition when their

gasoline powered APC exploded)., ROK and ARVN units completed the mop up of the battle-
field the next day.

LRP tesms were utilized during the month for recon, surveillance and acreening
missions, They made contact with small bands of NVA/VC almost every mission, D
Company 16th Armor escorted convoys between An Ehe and Phu Hiep and Phu Hiep and Vung
Ro Bay for the most of Mareh, The only sggressive action by enemy forces besides
their major effort on 4 March was & 12 to 20 round 60um mortar attack on FSB 16 27
March which caused negative casualties.

Only light contact was made throughout the month o, March in AO WALKER,
During the first of the month LRP teams made several contacts ind were supported by
air and artillery before being extracted. The NVA/VC continuec to erect occasional
bhasty road blocks and conduct small ambushes along Highway 19. Checkpoint along the
road from An Khe to the Mang Yang Pass were harrassed by random sniper fire. Light
movement was constantly spotted around the Camp Rsdcliff perimeter and engaged with
small arms fire, usually with unknown results,

Operations during the month of March were supperted by on call TAC Sorties
and daily FAC Sorties. Air Force fighter bombera were on call for immediate respomse
end pre-planned air strikes were approved 90 ~ 95% of the time. Adir Force support !
remained excellent. Supporting artillery (3d Bn 319th Artillery) fired a total of
1760 nmissiocns and expended 25,544 rounds. The Brigade Aviation Platoon (Casper) sup-
ported all operations, A statistical report of their activities follows:
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. Uk Miasiona Sofies  Miastons
ROBUDPLY o o s o ¢ « o s s « o o s o o o s s s o 126 126 (5 tona)
' Comuand and Control o o ¢ o ¢ o ¢ s o o o o » o 989 354
Maintenanc® « o « o o s o o s 5 s 5 6 2 0 v s o 31 k) }
Total Hours Flown, « « « o ¢ « « o« 725
Totel Passengers . . « + + » » + 1013
Ol-139 Misaions Sartiss Minxigna
Command and Control « o « +» o o 3 ¢ 2 o o o o « 205 97
Malntenance o « o ¢ o o o ¢ ¢ s o e b s 00 v 31 9

Total Hours Flown « « o s s ¢ ¢ « 125

Total Passengers o« « + « « o o ¢« « 95

Grand Total Sorties UH-1H , . . .1338
OH-138 , . . . 236
Grand Total Missions UH.1H , . . . 511
0d.138 , . . 100

Totel 7.62rm ammo expendad o « o o s ¢ o o s s s o s 0 6 0 e s oo s 23,45 roumds

Operations during the month of March 1968 resulted in the following VC/NVA
and friemdly casuslties:

VC/NVA Loggen US Loasas
KIA (BC) . o 4 o & o 2306 KHA « « ¢« o ¢ o o o o o 65

KIA (Pogs) ¢ o o ¢ « »

$

WHA « = o o v o v o o 4224

Civil Defendents . . . 10 MHA & 4 ¢ ¢ s ¢ v o o o &

Peturnees « « « « « » 1 Non Battle Deac v « « » O

Non Battle Injured . « 5

The end of March saw toe 173d Airborne Brigede (-) move from the Kontum area
of operations to the Bong Son plains area to replace the 3d Brigade, 4th Infantry Divi-
sion, The Brigade began opera.ions with four infantry battalions under its control,
the 2d Bn 503d Abm Inf, 3d Bn 503d Aon Inf, 1st Bn 50th Mach Inf and lst Bn lith Inf,
tvo companies of the 1st Bn é9th Armor were under the Brigades Cperational Coutrol.
Troop B 17th Cav 4,nd D Co 16tk Armor (-}, B and C Btry 3d Bo 319th Artillery remainsd
under Brigade control. In addition the 4lat Artillery Group provided general support
vith the 7th of the 13th Artillery, 7th of the 15th Artillery and the 6th of 84th Art-
illery providing general support reinforcing fives, The 4lst ARVN Regiment also o?-
erated in conjunction with the 173d Airborme Brigade (-). On 1 April the Brigede (-)
also assumed operational of Task Fuice 4th Bn 503d Atn Inf engaged in Operation
BOLLING in Phu Yen Province,
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Upon assuming copntrol of the AO the Brigade began a vigorous series of Recon-
naissance in Force operations combining combat assaults by helicopters, mechanized
infantry swveepa, foot partols and cordon and search cperations, Contact was light
but continuousfon 5 April, the tempo picked up vhen C Company 2d Bn 503d Inf found a
small VG hospital end captured 6 NVA POW's and 20 1bs of madical supp)ies. B Com-
pany 2d Bn 503d Inf found 8 NVA bodies and B-1-50 Inf found 3 NVA bodies on the same ‘
day, The st Br iith Inf depsrted LZ English for Phu Cat AFE 7 April 1968 and left !
Brigade control. Small contacts continued with the Brigade continuously pushing out !
and expanding iis area of control, The enemy employed mincs and booby traps resulte "
ing in several dawged APC's and some killed and wounded over a periodaweeks. A Long i
Renge Patrol Team cbserved 34 NVA early on the morning of . April and adjusted art- §
illery fire on them with unknown results, they later wmade co. “act with an estimated L
enemy squad and called artillery on them wmtil they were sxtr: ‘ed by helicoupter. :
The searching battalions uacovered enemy base camps end cave complexs recently occu- i
pled and ebandoned by enemy units of company size strength. Numerous enemy graves E

were also fourd contalning two to three bodies and abandoned ememy weapons vere
captured.

The trrse battalion task force continued reconnalssance ir force missious
in an effort to locate the avolding enamy ard several long range patrodls were kept
ranging in the oporational erea to locate the elusive NVA/VC, The enemy fought back
with mines, booby traps and occasional mortar attacks; FSB ILLINI, the CP of the 2-
503d Im {(BR 75853), received nine mortar rounds at 0030 hours an the morning of the
15th wounding four men, latsr in tbe morning LZ Englieh's perimeter was hit by 5 to
6 mortar rounds causing negative damage, Minor damege and some US wounded continuel
to be csused by Ml13's and M-60 tanks hitting mines, All units ciplaced nipht am-
bushes out, .1-50th Inf joined with Popular Forces, and ARVN units in company size
cordon and.search missiuvns, LRP patrols spotted small groups of enemy soldiers and
called artillery fire on them,

Y

"

As the 3 infantry battalicns and E-17th Cav conti-usd to conduct multi com-
peny reconnsissence in Force operations in effort to fix elements of the 33 NVA Divi-
gion, contacts began to atep up. On the 17th C-2-503d Inf engaged a small group of g
VC killing one, capturing one seriousl,y uounded and also capturing 5 weapons, The !
dying POV said his unit,the Q5&h Bn 2d VC Ragt, 3rd NVA Diy was south of the contact
point and one of the fleeing VC hed been his political officer. C-1-50th Inf at 1125
hours occupl ad a village and uncovered 7 tons of rice, villagers sald three VC com-
panies had just departed to the west half an hour before. long Range Fatrols called
helicopter and artillery fire on four different sightings of enemy troops resulting
in 11 enemy KIA (Poss), The next day three companies of the 2-503d Inf and Camp Strike
Porce Company made light contact and captured an enemy printing press and documents.
E-17th Cav had & 106 RR jeep destroyed by a mine, killing one US trooper and wound
three. On the 19th the 2-503d Inf uncovered in addition to many other piecess of NVA, {

[V T

VC equipmsnt 80 1lbs of documents some of which were marked Top Secret., These docu-
ments were evacuated, Light contact continued to be made by the advancing paratroopers
and mechanized infantry, usually kiiling 1 or 2 of an enemy party, capturing food and
small arms, LRP team called an artillery Time on Target Miassion on 34+ NVA and re-
ported screaming and yelling in the target aree, also two secondary explosions.

The 2-503d Inf w.y.overed 7 reels of l6m» movie film (propaganda and entertain- g
meat) among other material as they searched an area of th: former headquarters of the 4
d NVA Divisiop. On the 2.th a CSF ambush initiated contact with an estimated NVA Co
wvic BR 625703). Contact wus broken immediataly resulting in one CSF woundsd and 3
NVA k4lled. The fleeing NVA gbondoned 10 120mm rds, 12 B2mm rds, 22 60mm rds, 7 anti
tank mines, 30 B-40 rockets, 500 12,7mm rds and 5000 SA roundes. The Brigsde (-) con-
tinued multi company recomnaissance in force operations as well as combined cordon
end search operations with elements of the 41st ARVN Regiment.

On the 26th A-3-503d Inf heard and observed 200-300 NVA moving south through
a valley (vic AR 738760). An artillery Time on Target Missiom vas fired with unimown
results, Spooky (C-47 aircraft with mini guns) came on s*ation en hour later and ex-
pended its ammunition in the area with unimown results. A vearch of the ares revealed
a small smount of esbandoned equipment. Seversl contacts developed during the day by
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the 3-503d Inf resulting in 9 NVA KIA and 1 FOW, also small arms snd 82mm mortar

components were captured., The 2-503d and 3-503d Inf coni nuad to find 30 to 40 bunk-
: er size enemy base camps and small food caches, 1-50th Inf continued ssarching vill-
. ages, uncovering 4 to 5 ton rice cachss, and detaining suspects who were found to rm

the range between VU, VG Forger Aspoolation manbera, Civil Defendents to AWOL ARVN
soldiers,

. As the month of April ended the tompo of cowmbined cperations with allied

i forces increased, Ccmpany size paratrooper units worked im conjunction with Republic
of Korea forces and units of the 22d Army of the Republic of Vietnam Division, Both
the 2d and 3d Battalions continued ‘o umcover fresh enemy camps and fortified posit-

. ions, When contact was made with enemy troops thsy fled quickly to avoid contact

wsually only losing one to two men, The 1-50 Mechanized Infantry also discovered a
battalion size tunnel complex with 7§ tons of rice. The 3d Bn 503d mede contact with
emall groups of enemy soldiers wandering around in the woods. Apparently these were
merbers of the large group of replacements hit by the time on target fire adjusted
by the 3d Bn on the 26th, PW reports indicated this replacemsnt unit entered SVN on
16 April (after only four weeks of infantry training and no political training) and
had been broken up and dispersed by the artillery fire.

In mid April the Brigade oragnized, equiped, and trained three 173d Airborme
Brigade Advisor teams, BEach five man team consist of one infantry lieutenant, one
infantry NCO, one infantry, engineer and medical enlisted man, The teams lLs./a the
mission of providing traiming to Regional Porce Companies and Popular Force Platoons
in the districts of Hosi An, Hoai Nhon and Phu My.

Each advisor team upon the completion of its training is placed under the
senior district advisor.. In addition, coordination with the South Vietnamese Prov-
ince and district chief was made to gain their approval for the program. The Advisor
teans will function along the lines of the MACV Combined Mobile Imapection and Traine
ing teams. Subjects taught are those recommended in the MACV Program of Imstructiom,

The three goals of teams are to improve the besic military skills of the FF/
PF forces;—4improve their knowledge and use of their own weapons and equipment; and
install a semse of airtorne splrit into the local forces, The training cycle covers
eleven deys for a Regional Force Company snd five days for a Popular Force Platoon,
Maximm emphasis vwill be placadon learning by doing rather than formal inatructionm,
oo the job training while actually conducting patrols or ambushes, Limited MEDCAFS
are conducted within the renge of basic first sid. The entire program envclves & RF
Companies and 30 PF Platoous in Hoal Fhon, 3 RF Companies and 1. PF Platoons in Hoai
An and 7 FF Companies and 27 PF Platoons in Phu My.

Additional artillery support was provided by naval gunfire from the five inch
f\ms of such Destroyers as the U3S Fletcher, USS John A. Bole and USS White River
[ISMR) which patrol: just off itle coamst. Naval gunfire liaison was provided by sub
unit one, Firat ANGLICO made up of US Navy and Marine personnel,

The 39th Scout Dog Platoon supported the Brigade during April with 540 Scout
Dog Missions it Bong Son AU, 120 missioms in Tuy Hoa AQ and 60 missions in the An Khe
area, During these 720 Scout Dog Missions 9 early warnings were made, 5 of them call-
ed by Sgt Woodruff the handler of the Dog "Syre", snd in each instance the early warn-
ing prevented an ambush. Sgt Woodruff operated with B Co 3d Bn 5C3d Abn Inf, Ssg
Buchanoz and his dog "Budda" prevented an ambush when working with D Co 34 Bn 503d Abn
Inf,

CocC, ¢ The Brigade had been looking for a home for a
long time aend General Schweiter had bsen most active in trying to bring the Brigade
together, The opportunity presented itself us Gemeral Schweiter left and Genswal Allen
assumed command, It was decided by the First Field Force that the Brigade would take
over Binh Dinh, Phu Yen and Phy Bon Provinces in the areass of Operations WALKER,
BOLLING and CO‘SHISE. Binh Dinh Province area was to have two battalions of the 503d
Infentry, Walker one battalion and Bolling one battalion. The Brigade headquarteis
was to operate out of LZ English near Bong Son with the 2d and 3d Battalions 503d
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Infantry and the 1lst of the 50th (Mech) Infantry attached to the Brigade., The 1=65th

Armor Battalion was alsc OPCON to the Brigade. Thh Brigade took over from 3d Bgigade

4th Infantry Division which had not been very active, staying mainly to the voads

whioh was the primary mission. They didn't go out into the so cglled enexy safe areas

or into the mountains; they didn't go out to where overyone says Charlie is hiding.

Gensral Allen's concept when the Brigade first arrived was to enter these safe eney

bhavens. The 2d Battalion immediately went into the Tiger Mountain end the lst Batta-

1icn 50th Infentry went into the Nui Mien Mountains, The 3d Battalion mowed into the .
northern part of the sector, Their mission was to move out away from ths base camps

and try and find if the enemy was there.

The Brigads Commander decided to osgin an oporation to capture the 3d NVA
Diviasion Comandar and eliminate the aW_ASmum as a threat., Operation Velvet
Hanmer came from this, It was a combined operation with the ARW's furnishing at
least one battalion. As much artillery, air and naval gunfire support as posaible
was provided, The plan was to seal off the Vinh Thanh Mountain aress and move in
from all sldes and crush the KV, The enexmy's 22d Regimept and %%
BNt were operating in the srea. The mission was to try to fix tham and destroy
thus taking pressure off the Bong Son, Phu My area. At the same time the Brigade mount-
ed this mission they were slso tasked with other miseions. The Brigade has to keep
the roads open; it takes a good bit of combat power to watch the bridges, open the
road and close the road with mine sweep teams, contimuous surveillance over possible
ambush sites and maintain reaction forces to move an, in thres provinces. These
commitments tie down = lot of combat trovps. The 1-508was assigned the mission of
the roads which took away this highly mobile and fime force which has a tremendous
amount of fire power and immobilized them, Valvet Hammer became an interesting oper-
ation during Phase I, The Brigads had planned to isclate one small hill mass east of
the Su Lol River Valley. The paratroopers successful pinched thls place off and would
have probebly been successaful and captured the enemy Bn but two days before the opera=
tion started a 155 artillery battalion came in and for three solid days fired into
the area. When the Brigads got in the enemy had moved out. The Brigade searched out
that ares for a couple of days. Than it committed part of lst Bn on the east edge of
Walker AO intv Cochise AOC to work in towards the esast with a platoof of tanks from
the 1-69th Armor and CIDG forces from tbe Vinh Thanh LLDB Camp, The 2d and 3d Bn 503d
Inf were to push from separate direction Cowards the center of the Vinh Thahh Mountain
area along the Oregon Trail (local name for a high speed trail running through the
mts). One Bn of the 41st ARVN was to be employed also in this thrust., The operation
wag about 10 to 12 days of very little contact primarily because ths ememy wmits in
this area don't want to fight and avoided any contact, especially with US Forces,
they have done 80 successuflly since the Brigade has been in the area, Anytime the
Brigede has a contect, its of ahort duration. The Brigade has not evex run into many
mortars in an arna where there should be a lot of mortaring., In any case which should
have cachss, there are no caches, and where the enamy should have the capability to
dig in and fight but they won't do this. The Brigade just ssarched out the Vinh Thanh
Mountains and dida good job, However, the enemy may still be in there because it
would take three times as many troops as the Brigade has to really search the area
out. Operation Velvet Hammer closed out quietly.

The Brigade then moved LTC Hormish's 2d Pn 503d Inf to the east in the vall
area where information indicated a threat to key targetes in the District HQ, Route 1
a couple of training areas amd suczessful RF Hamlets, The 3d Bn was oriented towards
the north near the Ha Tay Special Forces Camp to try and cut off inflitration/exfilt-
ration routes back into the Vinh Thanh Mt area. The enemy has successfully avoided
contact with the Brigade and there are certain reascns. One reason is that this is
one of the three main harvest seasons, the enemy has broken into emall groups and are
down in the valley helping to harvest the rice and getting their share., They are mov-
ing in small groups and scouting varties,

The Brigade is operating with a great deal of frustration in that averybody
vants to find fix and destroy Charlie - but Charlie remains elusive and its bad for the
morale of the troops and the officers. The Brigade although working with a young amd
inexperienced staff is trying new and old ideas, Oms current method is the Bush Kaster
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progran, a series of day and night ambushes along known infiltration and exfiltration
routea, The Brigade is breaking down into platoon slze elements since if Charlie is
going to move in small size groups the Brigade will put out small size ambushes to
stop him from moving his rice or whatever he wante to do, It looks to be » long and
difficult campaign in the present area of operation since the enemy doean't really
have that nmany forces in the area and you're not going to find the enemy in lerge
groups,. He isz going to have to be reduced a 1ittle at a iime, Many problems in Prov-
ince control need to be solved in the future; such as how mich rice do you take from
a village and whon, Present district policy is you leave X number kilo's of rice for
sach person in the village and take the rest to the district, this i1s not working out
very well at all, The Brigade is also conducting combined operations with ARVN ele-
ments and this idea is working fuirly well, The Brigade has started Advisor Teams to
work with RF/FF unita in an effort to increase their efficemcy.

ARVN troops are also imcorporated in ths Brigade LRP teams and ARVN LRP tesms
are also being trained. The Brigade is doing everything possible to enchance the
prestige of the ARVN soldier and ARVN leaders in order to give them credit for what
takes plice 80 we can gradually withdraw,

The 4th Battalion 503d Airborme Infantry and Company D (~-) 16th Armor conti-
nued operations in Area of Operations BOLLING. Contact was 1ight during the month
with the enexy more intent on resupply and exercising maxirmm effort to avoid contact
with American units, On 5 April Company B 4~503d embushed a 15 man NVA food carrying
party killing one, The company also captured 30 children age 12 years to 16 years
who were engaged in food carryinz operatious in support of a VO Bn, Elements of the
47th ARVN Regiment made heavy contact with 2 NVA Bn's at Ma Hoa Village (vic CQ 095
430) in Tuy Hoa Valley just off Highway 7B above the Somg Dai Gieng River. D Co (-)
16th Armored stood by in a supporting role. The enemy forces continued to avold con-
tact through mid April when C Company 4th Bn 5034 Inf made contact with an entimated
NVA/VC Comapny on the 17th, sirstrikes and artiliery supported. One enemy body was
found and 1 AX-/7 and 1 8lmm rmorter were captured. Using Kit Carson Scouts (former
NVA soldiers hired and trained by the Erigade $5) C Company uncovered an enemy base
camp under construction. A and C Company continued searching the aree on the 19th
and uncovared more enemy dead from the 17th, Light contact occured during the day
resulting in half a dozen cnemy killed and weapons captured. The recomnaissance in
Porce Missions continued with small discoveries of enemy ammmnition mnd food. A4 Come
pany chasing a single VO in the vic of BQ 991573 locsgted several huts, a classroom
and hospital mrea along ‘with o small omount of enemy eqipment, All wes destroyed,
Witn the continued assistahce of the Kit Carson Scouts A Companmy located anotber enemy
company .sise area complete with building material om the 25th, Both A and C Companies
found evidence during the remainer of the momth that the VC/NVA were fleeing before
then, The searching paratroopera killed several stragglers ard took two prisoners but
the main enemy forces exterted their main effort to avoid contact with Lieutenent
Colonel David L. Buckner's 4th Battallon 503d Alrbome Infantry.

The 1ast Bn 503d Infantry under the command of Major Raymond E, Gunderson ocop~
tinued to perform its assigned missions in the Camp Radcliff/Walker area of operations,
The Quick Strike Battalion (tewporary designation of the infentry Bn located at Camp
Radcliff) mission continued to be the responsibility for the defense of Camp Radeliff
with three Provisional Companies drawn from each of the major tenant units located at
Camp Radcliff in An Khe: 173d Airborne Support Bn, rear elements of the lst Cavalry
Division and olements of the Qui Nhon area comuand, The lst Bn slac mans the Camp
Tactical Operations Center and keeps a one company reaction force standing by for any
emergency in AO Walker. Two companies conducted reconnoissance in force uissions in
AQ Walksr and up until 000 hours 10 April the lst Bu also had the security of High-
woYy 19 betweeL checkpoints 18 (west of the An Khe pass) and checkpoint 27 (east of
Man Yang Pass). The security of Highway 19 required the resources of ons infantry
eompany to occupy cheokpoints and secure bridges along the route. On 10 April the
1st Bn 69th Armor (under the operational comtrol of the 1734 Airborme Brigade from
the 4th Infantry Divislon) became responsible for the highway security mission. The
1st Ba 503d Infantry vas still required to place one infantry-company under the con-
trol of the lst Bn €9th Armor to maintain security of the checkpoihts and bridge aites.
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Meanvhile intelligence sources had indicated that Highway 19 would be ambushoed by a
Bn of the 95th B NVA Ragiment. In preparation the 1st Bn 503d Iafantry and lst Ba
69th Armor vere elerted., In close coordination with the lst Bn &3th Armor Major
Gurderson made plans to allow the NVA to aitempt to execute their ambush and then
react with ell forces and fire power available, The ambush was triggered by a pat-
rolling EOD team which spotted and started to dissrm an unexploded 105 round. The
NVA prematurely executed their ambush and set off & command minre, The wait

forces reacted immediately A Company 1st Bn 503d Inf and 2 companies (minua)
platoons per company) of the lat Bn 69th Armor svem the area in the vicinity of the
exploded mine, They encounter numerous groups of NVA soldiers attempting to withdraw
to the North, The NVA countered with mortar fire against Fire Support Base Schuller
and checkpoint 25 tut American artillery, helicopter gunships, TAC fighter bombers
und elements of B Troop 7th of the i7th Cav came in to support the contact, The 5t}
Bn 95th B NVA Regiment fled north leaving 46 dead and 4 prisonera behind,

On 14 April two full rifle companies and one company (-) deployed frum the
adge of AC Walker jnto A0 Cochise to participate in Operation Velvet Hammer with the
mission of conducting reconnaissance in force and providing security for Operstion
Scrape, whilch consisted of three Luii dozers which were trying to make a passable
road out of the Oregon Trail. (The Uregon Trail is the scenic mname given to a boulder
and rock infested high speed trail which runs from near the Vinh Thanh LLIB Camp over
the Binh Dinh Mowntaina). The paratroopers made only very light contact and encoumt-
ered some enemy booby traps., Due to preparation for the suspected and highly touted
NVA/VC 2d general offensive project Scrape wes scrapped and the troops returned to
AO Valker on 30 April,

Indications are the enemy will start anothsr phase of his offhasive ubich will
probably affect AO Walker in the following manner: Short but sharp morter attacks
against Cemp Radcliff; increased harmassment of Highway 19 and ground attacks against
isclated outpost, Reasoning behind these courses of action are: The enemy's open
statements that this is what he's going to do and an increased sffort to insure a
better bargaining position for the proposed peace talka.

Operations during the month of April were supported by on call and preplemmed
TAC Sorties and daily FAC Sorties, Supporting artillery (3d Bn 319th Artillery) fired
a total of 1818 missions and expended 15,591 rounds. BExcellent aviation support for
{the Brigade during April came from LIC Marion C. Englands 10th Aviation Bn. In the
Bong Son area the 6lat Avistion Company furnished 12 slicks (UE-~1B) and 5 gunships
deaily to the Brigade while the 156th Avistion Company also provided direct support to
the paratroopers with 6 hooks (CH-47). In An Khe the 134ith Aviation Company provided
direct support with ) slicks and 2 gunships, while the 180th Aviition Comp support-
ed operatims in Tuy Hoa with 2 hooks. The Brigade Aviation Platoon (Casper) support-
od all operatioms, A statistical report of their activities follows:

UH=)E Missions Sorties  Misaions
ROBUPPLY o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o ¢ « ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o s + o s s 255 0 (4 tce)
Command and Control « & o o ¢ o o s o o o o « o FIAN 125
Malptenance . o o o ¢ o o o s o 2 0 0 s + s 0 0 o 23 12

Total Hours Flown » o ¢ &« « + » 710

Total Passengers , » + « « « o o 269

OH-64 Masiona Sorties Klasicns
Command, Recon and Control . . . . & o » s « o « 198 53
Maintenance . « o o o o ¢ « » o o 0 0 0 0 0 ¢ 8 = 15 4

Total Hours Flown , , » « &« » « 126

Tctal Paseengers . o o o « o« o 15
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Grand Total Sorties UH-1H . . ., . . . 519
OR-6A . . . . . . 213
Grand Total Missions UH-1H . , . . ., 197
OH.6A . v . .. 57

Total 7.62mm ammo expended « « « « o o ¢« ¢ o ¢ o o o s 0 ¢ s s o o ¢ 50,427 rounds

Operations during the montk of April 1968 resulted in the following VC/ NVA
and friendly casualties:

YCAWA Loszes US_losges
KIA (BC) « o v v ¢ o o « 14D KA . . v v v v s s 10
KIA (PoS8) v o ¢ ¢ « o o 49 WHA v « o s o o » + 83
Civil Defendents ,  « » 57 MHA & ¢« ¢ o o o o« o 1
Returnees . « o + o o oo 3 Non Battle Dead . . 5
POW ., , v v s v oo s sa 18 Non Battle Injured. 27
]
) 1
; 1
i
{
1
!
;
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5. Irsiolog:

a, During the reporting period the 173d Airborne Brigade continued to
conduct jungle warfare tralning of newly arrived replacements. In the past three
months the Brigade Jungle School has had the extra responsibility of training re-
& placementa for a newly attached battalion to the 173d Airborne Brigade. The jungle
achcol has continued to stress to personnel hov important the care and maintenance -
: of the M-16 rifle is and now included in the training schedule for each claas is

the care and maintenance of the M-16 rifle. These weapons maintenance classee are
: held after normal classep are over and are pupervisied by jungle school cadre. Almo
added since the last reporting pericd is a visit from the Chaplain who holds ser- . :
vices for the newly arrived personnel. A breakdown of personnel trained by month ‘
followst ;-

: (1) Pebruary . + « o « o « 5 0fficers . « o + « « . 238 Enlisted Men :
i and an additional 16) enlisted men from other units, ‘

(2) Mareh o« . . ..., 16 0fficers . . . . « . , 761 Enlistad Men
and an additional 43 enlisted men from other units. i

: (3) Aprll .+ . o o . . «42 Officers - » . . . . . 851 Enliated Hen
- and an additicual 27 enlisted men from other units.

b, Lieutenant Harry H. Hillman took over as commandant of the Brigade's |
Jungle School on 5 March 1968,

¢. Depending upon the number of persoansl in each class, the weekly field
operation includes an airmohile assault.
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€. Pgychological Operstions end Clvic Action
a. Tebruary:
(1) Civic Actionm
(a) MEDCAP: 1,838 (Phu Yen and Binh Dinh Province)
{b) 16,380 pounde of captured rice returnsd to GVN control.

(¢) 15 rolls of concertina wire donated to Christian Miasionary
in Tuy Hoa City.

(2) Construction: Repaired 1 bridge and upgraded four kilome‘ are
of road and also blasted channel for watervay.

(3) Psychological Operaticust A total of 400,000 leaflets were dropped

in the Brigade AO during the month and approximately 80 minutes of Paychological
Operation tapes were played in conjunction with the leaflet drops.

b. Marchi
(1) Fsychological Operations:
(a) 9,890,000 leaflets were dropped in Brigade AO,
(b) 3 howrs and 40 minutes of loudapeaker tapes.
¢ Aprkd
(1) Civic Actione:
(a) MEDCAP: 2627 patients treated
(£} Food: 7,500 lbs
(e) Clothing: 525 lbs
(d) Lumber: 24,000 Bd Ft
(e) Agriculture tools: 20 shovels, picks, etc,
(f) School Kits: 500
(g) Captured ries distributed: 74 tona
(2) Psychological Operations:
(a) 10,702,507 leaflete were dropped in AO,
(b) 147 loudspaaker missions flown totaling 50 hours and 30 min,
{c) Pour quick reaction migsions were conducted this month. The
1734 Airborne Brigade is credited with 2 Hoi Chanh's that rallied to maneuver bat~
talions within the AO.

7. Leglatica: During the reporting period, the Brigade's loglatical capabil-
ities have been required to be continuously split three ways and furnish logistical
support to the DAK TO/KCNTIM area, AN KHE area, TUY HOA area and later in the BONG
SONG area of operationa. The loglatical posture continues to remain excellent,
Tactical operations were supported by air and land lines of supply. A logistical
sumary by classes of supply is furnished by month in Inclosure 3,
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8. Pearsennel and Adzdnistratioen:

a. General: The B-.gade personnel posture is good at this “ime with line
battalions only short an aversge of 10 E{ per battalicn. Over-all the Brigade is
over 181 BMj however, certain ¢0S skilla are snort due to the Brigade being over in
MDOS 11B's. The shortages are!

MO3 TITLE AUTH  AG GHORT i
11C1P Inf Indirect Fire Crewman 263 14 149 . :
1241F Pioneer B 40 2 n ;
13B% Field Artiilery Crewman n 58 13 ;
36KP Field Wirenan 1m 130 41 l
4,38 Parachute Rigger © 49 21 |
628 Engineer Equipment Repairman 15 8 7 l
62BF Consiruction Machine Operator 25 10 15 :
?1B® Clerk Typist 38 12 26 .
T6A1P Sup;ly Man 52 28 2, !
6P ¥ Stock Control & Acct Spec 41 26 15

76Y% Unit & Org Supply 2 1 _10

TOTAL 813 481 332

Casualty fill action is good tiough liecited. rills are mgde from an airborne
re;lacement pool that is maintained at 22a Replacement Battalion and 90th Replace-
ment Battalion. The infusion problem at this time is limited to the lat Bn, 50th
Int (Mech), that was attacned to the Brigade on 5 April 1968, Action has been
taken to infuse approximately <00 personnel., leadquarters USARV is controlling
this infusion program.

b, Personnel

(1) Brizade Casualticg:
Battle v i hon-Bat c ‘
KHA oA T L1l 1NJURED ‘
February 22 g2 1 0 15
March &8 23 N 0 [¢] :
April hit] £ 1 2 2 i
TOTAL 100 412 6 5 L3 |

(2) B de St h: i
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AUTHORI ZED #ND ASSIGNED STRENGTH
AVTHORIZED ASG ) FEB 68 AG D AR 68
QFE W B &6 QEF W R AG QFF W M AG
Assigned Units! 333 33 5581 5747 315 43 LB9T 5255 350 39 5199 5588

Attached Units? 37 1 900 93 13 2 4 55 31 2 815 848
Aggregate 370 34 6281 6685 328 45 L9317 5310 381 41 60 6436
GAINS AnD LOSSES BY MUNTH

FEBRUARY 1968 HARGH 1968 APRIL 1988

OFF WO M G CFF W0 1M y e 8 OFF W0 M 4G
Gains’ 19 2 189 210 L6 4 T TN 18 4 1951 273
Lossesh 31 1 583 615 41 3 6 672 43 4 46 W93
NET <12 +1 -394 =405 +5 +1 +113 +119 +75 0 +1505 +1580

During the reported period the assigned vnits authorized strength increased,
The incrcase was due to the 74th Inf Det (LRP) being activated and assigned as of
5 Feb 1965 with an authorized strenth of 2 Officers and 59 Hi; 75th Inf Det (CBT
Tracker) being activated and assigned as of 27 Feb 1968 w.th an authorized strength
of i EM; the 1lst, 2d and 4th Bns, 503d Inf were reorganized as of 2 Apr 1968 under
the "I'" gseries MI'OE with an authorized strength increase of 6 Officers and 121 BM.
The 3d Bn, 503 In{ was reorganized as of 2 Apr 1968 under the "T" series MIOE with
an authcrized strength increase of 7 Officers and 104 M, The 3d Bn, 319th Arty
was authorized an increased strength of 5 Officers and 11 BM as of 23 Mar 1968,
The 172d id Det being changed from attached to assigned on 1 Feb 1968 with authorized
strength of 9 Officers, 2 W0, 21 kM; the 51st Chem Det beir.g changed frem attached
to assigned on 1 FPeb 1968 with an authorized strength of 1 Officer and 4 EM; tire 24th
Mil Hist Det bedng changed from attached to assigned on 1 Feb 1968 with an authoriged
strength of 1 Officer and 1 BM; the 45th APU being changed from attached to assigned
the 45th APU being changed from :zttached to assigned on 1 Feb 1968 with an authorized
strength of 1 Officer and 8 EM.

Quring the reported period the attached units authorized strength had an over-
all increase. The attached units authorized strength aecreased due to the change
in status of the 172d rJ Det, the 51st (hem Det, the 24th Mil Hist Det, and the 45th
APU mentioned in 1 above. The attached units awhorized strength increased due to
the 1lst Bn, 50th Inf (Mech) with an authorized strength of 37 Officers, 1 W and
881 M peing attached as of &6 APr 1968 and the 54th Inf Det (GS) with an authorized
strength of 19 BM being attached as of 7 Mar 1968, The overall increase of attached
strangth was 25 Officers and 866 BM, with a decrease of 1 WO,

3Repreamt.s all assigned gains to include both i1n-country and out-country and
the attachment of the 1st Bn, 50th Inf (Mech).

"Rapreoents all assigned losses to include DEROS, ETS, in-country reassignment,
deceased members, and out-country MEDEVAC,

(3) Key Perponnel Longes apd Gaing: Key personnel losses and gains,
to include principal heads of staff sections, special staff sections, and battalion
comuanders were:
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Col Powers - DOO daj Revce - dde A Off L
Maj Johnaon - Bde kngr Off Ma] Anderson - Bde Fin 0ff r
Maj Bnalow - Bde Sig 0ff MaJ Sharber - Asst Bde S3
Ma) Brewer - Bde FIU Off Maj Goetzke -~ Bde Maint Off

Mgj Edwards - Bde Fin Off
Ma) Schvaneveldt - Bde Sup Off
Maj Glasker - Bde Maint Off

Mg) Guindon - W, 51st Chem Det

(4) Awards and Lecoraticna: There were a total of 2,188 awards for
valor and meritorious service during the reporting period. A breakdown follows,
PROVED Aw, iD D) 10N
February  Margh Arcdd

Distinguished Service Croas In 3 0

Silver Star 2 32 1

Legion of derit 3 1 2 :
Distinguished Flying Cross 1 4} [o] '
Bronge Star Medal (Valor) 76 88 159 E
Bronze Star Medal (Merit/Achievement) 104 152 260 ;
Alr HMedal (Valor) 0 0 0
ALr Medal {Service) 10 26 &5 |
Soldiers Medal 6 3 0

Arty Commendation Medal (Valor) 42 .o} 80 '
army Comendation Medal (Merdit;Achievement) 101 19 208 s
Purple Hoart )] 166 30
TOTAL 413 610 1,165 '

¢. Phacipline, Law and Order ‘

(1) The discipline in the Brigade has bean excellent during the re- ;
portirg period. No stragglers were reported. !

(2) During this quarter there were 4 General fourt Martials, L9 Special !
Court Martials, 8 Sumary Court Martials and 360 Article 15's,

(3) Assistznce from the Brigade IG was readily available throughout
the reporting period.
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(4) There were 332 Legal Assistance Cases processed during the quarter.
d. Developsment and Halotenance of Horale:

(1) Morale within the 3rigade remajned excellant due to increased
and improved services and facilities.

(2 Finances The Brigade Finance Section (Company "A", Administration)
continued to provide financial support throughout the reporting period. Newly ar-
rived replacements were made aware of the Soldiers Saving Program and the various
allotments avallable to them through orientation and various newsletters,

{3) Chaplain: During the reporting pericd there were 797 religious
services conducted (all faiths with a total attendance of 18,922).

6. Adminiatragtive Services:
(1) Postal Services:
(a)} Postal service was good with inooming mail being received on
2 out of IO days. The gverage days in transmission of Rail from San Francieco to
actual recipient st field locations were 7 days. Outgoing mail was dispatched on
30 out of 30 days. Tueaerage days in trans.ission of mail from sender to the AFO
in San Francisco were 5 days.
(b) Mail processed (pounds).
1. Received - 57,818 lbs ~ Dally average - 1,927 lba,
2. Dispatched - 32,927 1bs =~ Daily average - 1,097 lbs,
(c) Total amount of money orders sold - $262,492.18,
(d) Total amount of stamps sold - $6,212,00,

(2) Special Services Activities: The Special Services program is at
present under expansion with R & R being the-big attraction during the month of
April.

(a) Number of Movies - 112
{b) Number of TV Series ~ 18
(c) Number of Film Accounts - (Approved & Active) - 11

(d) Welfare Fund: An Khe Central Post Fund ~ LT Caudle,
Custodian

(e} USO Snows - (3) Fess Parker Handahake Towr; RFD Holiywood
show (Country & Western); The Peter Leeds Show

(f) Number of In-Country R & R and Qut-Of-Country R &R alloca-
tions available:

1. Vung Tau - 369
2. Out-of-Country: (Feb, Mar & Apr) = 1,365
3. Break out by ponth of April only:

4

CONFIBENTIAL

R > AT £ RAMER A - ——— s e f— e

S ST




CONFIDENTIAL ;4?‘

AVEE-SC/MiD 15 May 19¢8
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Lsarned

ATHORIZID  USED

HAWALL 96 96
HONG KONG 42 42
AUSTRALIA 38 xn
PENANG X 20
SINGAPORB 19 19
BANGKCK 73 73
TAIPEL 52 52
TUKYO P ] r. 2
KUALA LUKPUR 7 7
HANILA 2 2
TOTAL 384, : 383

(g) Beading Material Distributed by Number: (April only)
1. Magazines - 500
&- FPaperback books - 832

3. Army Times - 1200
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9., Chemical Operationst The 51st Chemical Detachment of the 173d Airborne
Brigade provided chamical aupport on a standby basis whenever requestod by elements
of the Brigade. The following missions were accomplished:

a. Herbicide Migsions:

DATE METHQD AREA IARGET SQRTIES  AMOUNT
14 Feb 68 UH-1 & 19 Ambugh Sites 2 80 Gal
18 Feb 68 Agavenco By 806¢, BG BO6B  Rice 110 Gal
BQ 8184 BG 8168
By 7969
24 Feb 68 Hand 3Sprayer QL 19 Check Folnts 10 Gal
17 Feb 68 Hand Sprayer L 19 Check Points 30 Gal
23 Apr 68 C-123 Tiger Mountain 1 UNK

b, Flame Throwers:

(1) On 24 March 1968, 3/503 Infantry eucountered bunker poaitions on
Hi11 600, vic 2A 151 958, A flamethrower waa used to destroy the two bunker posi-
tions, resulting in two enemy KIA.

(2) On 25 March 1968, the flamethrower was again used resulting in
pne bunker destroyed and two enemy KIA,

c. Riot Control Agent CS:

(1) On 30 January 19€8, D Company, 4th Battalion 503d Infantry used the
Tactical CS Launcher E-8 in the combat assault against a well emplaced enomy at Tuy
Hoa North, Phu Yen Province, RVN. D Company had placed five E-8'g ranging from 5C
to 200 m_ters from the target area. A good cloud of CS was achleved for 20 seconds
which pernditted the troops to advance to the outer edge of the objective. 30 enemy
fled the village and gunships followed resulting in 30 KIA. Due to lapse conditions
1 to 2 minutes after the attack, the enemy had recovered sufficliently to begin firing
again,

(2) 4 C51 (micro-pulverized) bag drop was flown on 8 February 1968
using a UH~1 helicopter. 100 8 pound bags were dropped on a bunker complex (vic
BQ 9850). The objective of the drop was to restrict the use of these bunkers to the
enemy.

(3) Eight E-8 CS launchers were positioned around the perimeter at
Camp hadcliff, An Khe.

{4) The 51st Chemical Detachment supported D/16th Armor with two Mity
Mites and CS hand grenades to flush a tumnel complex vic CG 066 454.

(5) On 2 April 1968 bulk CS (micropulverized) was used in a tunnel
denial and destruction mission viec BR 779 937. The entrances were clomed after seed-
ing the tunnels.

(6) ©On 20 April 1968 four E-158's were ugsed to deny caves and crevices
to the enemy vic BR 752 651, This was followed up the noxt day by 25 eight pound
bags of CS whizh were dropped from an altitude of 1700 feet. These were dropped on
the location of a major base ramp.

(7) On 26 April 1968 four E~158's were droppec on a suspected daytime
hiding position of VC vic BR 900 786,
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(8) On 29 April 1968 ten E~158's were employed in support of the 3rd
Battaliorn, 503d Infantry around Hill 342 in Hoai An District, Binh Dinh Province.
The B-158's were dropped from 2000 feet and set for an altitude of burst of 1500
feet, The CS cloud covered approximately 300 meters and gave good coverage of the

target prior to lifting.

(9) On 30 April 1968 the 51et Chemical Detachment made a CS bag drop
vic BR 696 083 to BR 636 071. Fifty & pound bega with blasting caps were dropped on
a major enamy base camp and way station to deny the terrain to the enemy.

d, Pergonnel Detector Program: i ‘

(1) One MPD and:operator were at An Khe at the beginning of February
1968 to support the 3/503d Infantry in Operation DAZZIEM.

(2) One MPD supported the 4/503d Infantry in Cperation BOLLING at

Phu Hiep.

{(3) On 7 February 1968 the APD and one MPD were sent with the Brigade
to Pleiku to support the 1/503d Infantry and 2/503d Infantry,

(4) The APD end MPD were used to support the 1/503d Infantry and the
2/503d Infantry in the vicinity of Ban Me Thout during the period 15-28 February 1968.

(5) On 23 February 1968 the MPD located at An Khe was flown in support
of the Capital ROK Division.

(6) The APD and MPD were used to support the 1/503d Infantry and the
3/503d Infantry in the vicinity of Kontum during the period 29 February « 13 March
19¢68.

(7) On 23 March 1968 at BR 289 515 the MPD aircraft received heavy
readings end ground fire resulting in ons US WIA,

(8) Om 24 March 1968 the MPD eircraft again received heavy fire re-
sulting in one US WIA. Gunships suppressed ths area in both cases with unknown

% results,

(9) The APD supported Task Force 173d Brigade at LZ English during
April 1968, Ore MPD remained at An Khe in support of the 1/503d Infantry and cune
MPD was located at Phu Hiep in support of the 4/2C3d Infantry,

(10} On 27 April a major base camp was found hy the 2rd Battalion,
503d Infantry. The bunker complex was 1-2 weeks cld. The APD had recorded heavy
resding over the area on 16-18 April and artillery had immediately beem “‘red.

8. Fougasse mines:

(1) 26 fougasse mines vere placed arourd the perimeter at Camp Rad- :
cliff, An khe, {.

: ; (2) 10 additional mines were placed on the Camp Radcliff perimeter on :
! : 24 February 1948, {

. (3) On 5 Merch 1968 ten additional nines were emplaced on the perie
: meter at Carp Radcliff for a total of 46 mines. .

: (4) On 20 April 1968 the 51st Chemical arsisted in the placement of
z 28 fougasge mines arourd FSB Illirnd,
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SC/MHD 15 May 1966

SUBJECT: Uperational Report Lessons Leamed

11, Commander's Observations and Recommendationss

During the operational period, various lessons were leamed, Theae lessons
leamed were drawn from all the operations which occured during the period extend
ing from 1 February 1968 through 30 April 1968,

A, Opergtions

1. OBSERVATION: Eknemy Use of Traila: In the Brigade AD the enemy continues
to use the same general lines of drift; apparently unable to change routes based on

previous contacts with strong Brigade Forces, Paragraphs below describe one exploi-
tation of this weakness.

EVALUATION & KREQUMMINDATION: Airborne Personnel Detectors In the
Brigade AC, as well as elaewhere in Vietnam, detection of the eneny location is
& prime problem. In addition, in this AO, there is constant movexent of small
groups of the enamy along fairly well defined routes, Since the Brigade can not
provide forces in every location, the Brigade began early in April to give priority
each day to aircraft needed to support the airborme perscnnel detector, This
progran combined with use of artiliery or air within a matter of minutes after
heavy resdings has proved effective. Although Allied Forces can not investigate
each firing with ground troops, we have found ample evidence that th- system is
working i,e,, destroyed bunkers, abandoned packs and evidence of casualties.

Bushmaster - Stay Behind Forces: During the month of April, the Brigade
began a deliberate program of leaving stay-behind platoons along enemy lines of
movement, When a battalion was moved cut of a particular area, a platcon or pla=
toons were left behind with 7 to 10 days supply, the stock of supplies being pro-
vided to preclude the give-away resulting from frequent visits by heli copters.
Thess platoons have not only provided significant intelligence but have alse
caused numerous casualties for the enemy to include priscners,

2. ERVATION: Uss of APD along highways:

UATION: The employment of APD aircraft proved effective in early
morning highway surveillance. In conjunction with APD flights, an artillery
aerial observer, flying in ~lose proxmity to the snoopy aircraft, ahould be
immediately available to call artillery fires on heavy APD readings.

RECOMMENDATION: As noted in evaluation.

3. OBSERVATION: Use of RF/PF to gugment US ambush activities enhances
the Allies enthuslasm and esprit.

EVALUATION: Close coordination with Pcpular Forces and combined
operations bullds enthusiasm and esprit within the indigenous forces. Flanned
ambushes augmented with Popular Forces South of An Khe proved highly successful.
Envwy incidents along the Southermn Camp Radcliff perimeter were stopped. The
local populace of An Khe credited these ambushes with preventing the enemy from
attacking An Khe during the TBT offensive,

RECOMMENDATIONs Close coordination with RF/PF Units.
4. QBSERVATION: Clearing Fields of Fire.

EVALUATION: An expedient method of clearing wnderbrush in thickly
vegetated aregs is the employment of det cord and composition C-4, The area to
be cleared is prepared with concentric "ring mains" of det cord. Large shrubs
aad trees are further prepared with C-4., The result is a pattem of det cord end
C~4 sugped something like s spoked wheel, (See Figure 1). Once in place, the
ring tmain is detonsted clearing the deaired area,
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AVBE-3C/HHD 15 May 1968
SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned

REQUXMSNUATICN: This tedinique tends to blow away secondary growth
at chest level, Its other advantage is that it allows persannel to ghsgpe tha area
to be cleared to conform to the shape of the defensive position perimeter.

C-4 as .
needed/@ o

5. ULHERVATION: Insertion of LRP Stay Behind Elements,

EVALUATION: An excellent technique employed to cover the ingertion
of LA Teams is to insert them at the same woment that an extraction is initliated,
The sare ships ujed to lift out a wunit also carry in the LRP team,

aeOuliENDATION.  LEP teans inserteod in this fashion provide some se-
aurity for the last flignht of extraction aircraft. It is an o portune time to
enter the A undectected and ambush or obs:rve eneny scavengers. Thia technique i
further reduces the requirenent for additional C & C ships and gunships if the :
team were to be inserted separately.

6. QBSERVATION: Destruction of the BA 386 Battery.

EVALUATION:  An effective method of completely rendering a BA 386
Battery unusabie i3 to break ihe terminal sociket out of Ahe container and cross
the wires to create a short, This technique will burn up the cells over a short
pericd of time and effectively destroy the baittery with minimal effort,

UATIONs This techiique is more effective than breaking or
cutting up the battery as it renders all cells unserviceable and an additional ad-
vantage of this technique is that the heat generated during this process is usually
sufficient enough tc dry at lcagt one pair of socks. i

7. OBSERVATION: Destruction of Brass, Ammo Cans, and other metal refuse.

EVALUATION: Vvhen required to dispose of urass, ammo cans, end other
matal refuse, a technique that will destroy this materiagl and deny ita use to the
enely is to use a thermite grenade, A hole arproximately three feet deep is dug
with an opening large enough to accomodate the largest item to be destroyed. The ;
thermite grenade s ignited and placed on top of the trash. Aa the grenades bum, :
it bums through the metal items causing them to melt and bum. i

RECOMMENDATION: This technique results in the complete destruction
of the material, leaving the enemy no opportunity to recover the metal items,
This technique is much quicker and effective than other methodsa of destruction,

B, Logistica

1. OBSERVATION: Frequent unnecessary depiloyment of BDC and unit trains
seriousiy disrupted the supply system which hampered continuous support to the
combat units. One such move was from Kentum to Plai Mrong.

EV ICN: The BSOC Commander must continuously keep the Brigade
Ccmmander informed as to the Support limitations whidch will result from redeploy-
ment, .
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AVEE-SC/MHD 15 May 1968
SUB'ECit  Cperational Report Lessons Learred

RBOOMMEWDATION: Unless it is absolutely necessary to relocate, the
BOC should support by use of contact teams and its Hock capabilities from a cen-
tralized suppcrt element,

2, OBSERVATION: The Support Bai-alion TO&i does not previde sufficient
personnel and equipmat to adequately support combat cperations ‘n more than two
locations without augaentatice . During periods of this quarte the Support Bate
talion has bea called upon te« provide support in up to four (4) locationa sime
ulteneously. This his caused protlems in the Supply and Maintenance area.

IVALUATIUN: The Brigade Comtander and staff should Le kept advised
as to Support battalion's capabiliti»s t- adequately support separate combat oper-
ations,

ABCOMIGNDATIONs The maneuver battalions must be called upon to pro-
vide greater assistance in self supporting during limited indepondent operations,

C, weusscns Lezrmned in Infantry Opcrations; submitted by PFC 5, w, Pscherer,
3d Flatoon, Coigpany i, 3d B, 503d Inf, 173d Airborne Brigade,

1. vhen 1n an AL company »ize elenents are too often giveal a movement
order to establish a Lager site on very high ground a lemgthy distgnce from the
previous eveniugs perimeter. This necessitates a company size move with rucksacks
over what 13 usually demse terrain, As a result a day is spent vith no opportu-
nity to successfully search & destroy the low ground at the bass: of mountain:us
terrain where enemy activity is most usually centered. 411 Incications snd actual
finds backed vp by concurvent elimination of crops, caches, and hase camps are
found im easily accessible tut canopy hidden areas mear low ground. and if possible
close by or on 4 readily aviilable source of water., In our observations the VC
and NVA use streams as referasce points for their comrades to iocate them gnd join
forcea, Henae all base areas and straggling or concentrated groups of @nemy are
furd on aither side of a atream, usually the wider sectioms of water, Hospitale
will always be fouwnd om & stream. Eospitsls desperately meed large amounts of
water and therefore must locate onm a suitable locality. To sum this up, too much
time is speut on moving to high ground obn a route where comtact with the enemy is
wnlikely,

2. In recent operatioms an effort has been made to supply the infantry
company with g 5 day subsistence rapability, Thia is good, Lack ¢f helicopter
resupply orbiting and then landing in a friendly occupied area snhances grestly
the ability to remain out of the enemy's constant observance. The intelligent
and combat trained enemy could learmn much about size and capatility and morale
of the American infantry unit merely by cowunting the number of sorties the re-
rupply chopper flies and in many instances what the chopper contains., One wel-
come and beneficial change would be to have 3% LRRP rations and 50% Combat C-
rations. This would make for a lighter, swaller load and would also decrease
the posaibility of poor police of the battlefizld,

3. Bach squad size element should carry at least one D<handle shovel
for digging in at night, Experience shows it to be much better and nut that
difficult to carry since often it is an asset when being used as a crutch or
support for the carrier when ascending steep terrain, Rope should be carried
for use as a binding for prisoners, a trip-pull for possible booby traps, rap- 3
pelling, etc. Each man should carry 25 sandbags. .

4. On combat assault operations into an unestablished LZ, assault per-
sonnel when in helicopters other than tre Chinook should have rucksacks in g
position to enable quick "kick-off" of the individual rucksack just prior to each
individusl exdting. There have bean instances when the chopper must hover 5-12
feet over the LZ because of tall elephant grass or mgny stumps, This is very
aangerous for a combat trooper when he rust leap cut at such a helght with a
heavy rucksack on his back, A secure perimeter would be established more quickly
and safely by this method.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report Lassons Learmed

5. HIO's ahould carry their radic s8¢ it is camouflaged by some means. ]
Thie can be accomplished by covering it over when on the rucksack and vhen pos- :
sible by bending the aerial down through the frame of the rucksack when the par-

ticular operator knows his communications are but a short distance away. Pref-

erable to ma is by carrying the radic in a demplition bag hung around the neck

with the radio resting on the front left of the individusl., This keeps the radio

easily accessible at all times when patrols drop rucksacks and cloverleaf, bale

ances weight on the wody, and irenically protects a vulnerable section of the

body.

6. weapons maintenance and ideal weapors are always foremcst in the com-
bat trooper's mind. Where the slip-up ia I do not kiow but there i- always a
shortage of clsaning equipment which makas for increasing expediency in finding
materials witl, which to clean, Steps should be taken to ingure that every man if
possible have a full cleaning kit for his weapon, This includes wrinches for the
machine gun crews. Line companies are crying for more M79 shotgun adapters dus to
denge terrain in which many times an M79 is rendered useless, At least 2 shot—
guns per platoon would be ideal. . 3

7. Claymore mines should have a sandbag behind to take some of the back-
blast with the wire wound around the mine ard legs and stretched tightly to the
position with the and leading under a sandbag to keep it tight, Only 2 inches of
the wire plus the detonator should be visible on the trooper's side of the aand-
bag. If the enemy attespts to tum the mine the 2 inches visible to the guand
on position will move, Many times the eneny will hurl grenades inaide a friendly
perimeter., Often 9 out of 10 obJects heard hitting the growd are rocks. The .
cobat trooper must stay composed, If all positions have plenty of grenades thay E
should retaliate with a few grenadea of their own and H&I fire with M79's, A :

Starlite Scope that is funciioning properly is an immanse help,

8, When a long distance from g village, the finding of planted crops, be
it asmall gardens or an acre of rice, will result in the discovery of one or sev-
eral hooches. Although usually close by, which ordinardly meuns observing the
terrain around the crop and then searching the thickest stand of vegetaiion and
trees around the crop until discovery of the hooches;, sometimea the hcoches are
quite a distance, 300-700 meters distant. Ujon finding a recent crop of some
sort it is always wise to make an extensive search of all outlying area. Nothing
pleases the combat trooper more, except for actual contact and elimination of the
enemy, than finding and destroying the enemy's provisions, shelters, or discover-
ing caches of ammunition, grenades, mortar rounds, rockets, weapons, etc, When
found in a well hidden area morale of the trooper surges up 1008 and definitely
undermines the enemy,
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AVFA-GC-OT (15 May 68) 1st Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report of 1734 Airborne Brigade for Period
Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

DA, Headquarters, I Pield Force Vietnam, AP0 96350 1 8 JUN 1968

TOs Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam,
ATTNe: AVHGC-DST, APO 96375

(¢) Mmis headquarters has evaluated subject report and concurs.
The following comments are made for clarification.

a. Reference paragraph 3a(1)(a)1, page 3t During the reporting
period, the H15 LF VC Battalion was located southeast of Pleiku
City, while the 4th Battalion, 95B NVA Regiment was situated west,
not gouth of the city. This headquarters has no evidence to support
the statement that the Headquarters 95B Regiment was located south
of the city.

b. Reference paragraph 3a(2){a)3f, page 91+ Tuy An and Hieu
Xuong Districts are located in the BOLLING AQ and not the COCHISE
40,

¢+ Reference paragraph A2 Section II page 45t TUse of Airborne
Personnel Detector (APD) along highways. The technique described
is being used by artillery units to acquire and attack targets in
& timely manner. The location of & heavy APD reading is marked by
dropping a asmoke grenade from the snoopy aircraft immediately fol-
lowed by the aerial observer taking the target under artillery fire.

FOR THE COMYANDERG

OBEXT C.“GABBARD
itr, AGZ
ASST ADJUTANT GENERAL

Copies furnished:
2 - ACSFOR, DA, Wagh DC 20310
1l - 173d Abn Bde
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AVHGC=DST (15 May 68) 2d Ind CPT Arnold/dls/LBN L485
SUBJECT: Operational Report Leasons Learned (1 Februarv - 30 April 1968)

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, AFO San Francisco 9637523 JUN1968

TO0: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1, This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned

for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1968 from Headquarters, 173d
Airborne Brigads.

2. Concur with report as submitted.
FOR THE COMMANDER:

(Wu%u‘m

C. S. NARATSUKASA
Captain. AGC
Cy furn: Assisiant Adjutant General
HQ 1 FFORCEV
HQ 173d Abn Bde
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GPOP-DT (15 May 68) 3d Ind (C)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 173d Abn Bde for Period Ending
30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 15 JUL 1368

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Waahingtom, D. C. 20310

1. (U) This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report &s indorsed.

2. (C) Por clarification, reference lst Indorsement, subparagraph a:
During early February, the 4th Battalion, 95B VHA Regiment vas iden-
tified as the unit contacted in the area of Pleiku City by the US 1/69
Armor Battalion and the ARVN 3d Armored Cavalry Squadron. At thrc
time, the 5th Battalion, 25B NVA Regiment was reportedly located . ;
kilometers east of Camp Enari (AR 787324). The reported mission of :
the 95B Regiment was the interdiction of Route 19 batween Pleiku and i
An Khe. Considering the mission of the 95B NVA Regiment, it {s
probable that its headquarters moved into a position south of Pleiku
to control the operations of its battalioms.

FOR TEE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

C.(. SHORTY
CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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AVBE-SC/MD
SUBJECT: Supply and Combat Service Activities

1. February:
a. Supply:

15 May 1968

(1) Class I: Rations were supplied to the Brigade from four (4)

Yocatlions during the month, Flements of the Brigade i
the Tuy Hoa Sub Area Command ratlon breakdown point,

Thuot erea drew retions from a Class I rolnt operated
elements plus the Quick Strike Battalion drew rationa
point. Ma.n probiea arcas were lack of refrigeration
tence, and shortage of aircraft to transrort rations,

n the Bolling AO drew from
Elements operating in the

vicinity of Plelku drew from the ‘leiku Sub Area, Elenents operating in Ban Me

by the 173d BSOC, Base Camp
from the An Xhe Class I supply
storage for perishable subsis-

(2) Class I & IV: Claas II supnort was furnished to all Brigade wnits
from An Khe Base Camp by shioment by road convoy and air shinment. The f1ill on
requisitions was excellent during this month. The replacement of combat lost equip~
mont remained the major supply problem. Items of critical shortage at the present

tima in the Brigade are; insect bars; food containers,
writers.

(3) Class III & ITIA: Class IIT supply
dure, No critical problems wrre encountered.

water trailers, and type-~

settled into a routine proce-

(4) Class V: The Lunar New Years Offensive by the enemy forces caused
an increased consumption of class V. Serveral items on the ASR wers exceeded as a
result. Operations in multiple locations made control of ammnition a problem. The
Brigade was drawing ammunition from four (/) ammunition supply peints concurrently

during most of the month.

b. Maintenance:

(1) Significant Areas of Maintenance and Maintenance Problens:

(a) Tha performance of maintenance

services on the UH-IH helicop-

ters improved siightly du-ing the month of February; however, the deadline rate of

this aircraft in the brigade still continues to be uns

atisfactory. Mauch of the dif-

ficulty can be attributed to the shortage of special tools for the aircraft. Re-

pair parts, especially engines, have contributed signt

(b) The repsir capability of genera

ficantly to this deadline rate.

tors al the direct support

maintenance level is extremely critical. The msintenance comnany is authorized a

total of seven of these “135°s with currently only ony
(2) sSignificant Ma‘nterence Frojects:
{8) The technical assistance inspec
was completed 10 February 1368, All units in the Brig
following areas,

1. PLL Recerds

2, Mai.*enance Records

assigned.

tion initiated 20 Jan 1968
ade received assistance in the

(b) Units are to reeczive a 15% inspection on all equipment

on supply records and TAERS.
c. Medical: Casualty figures for the month:
(1) KRHA 2z

(2) KBNRHA 9]

_ » 53
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during the month of March. An additional training package 1s under developement
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AVBE.SC/HD 15 May 1968
. SUBJECT: Supoly and Combat Service Activities
; (3) IRHA 1090 :
(4) ISNRHA 1R ‘
) (5) M 1 ‘
(6) ‘Malaria 30
2, March:
a. Supply: : 5
(1) Class I: Rations were supplied to the Brigade primirily from : ’,_

three locations during the month. Elements operating in the vicinity of Kontum drew

rations from the ration breakdown point operated by the Brigade Class I Section at :
Kontum during most of the month, Rations for this operation were line hauled from ;
Pleiku Sub Area Command. Elements in AQ Bolling continued to drav from Tuy Hoa .
Sub Area Class I Supoly Point. An Khe Base Camp Units plus the Quick Strike Battal-

ion drew rations from the An Khe Class I Supoly Point. Fresh filled milk was pro-

vided to elements in An Khe and Tuy Hoa. Arrangements have been made to provids

this popular item to all Brigade elements commencing on 31 March 1968.

(2) Class 1I and IV: Class Il support was furnished to all Brigade
units from the &n Khe Base Camp; shipments were made primarily by road conveys,
supplemsnted with air shipments. The posture in II and IV Supply continued to
improve during the month. Combat loss replenishments improved also. The supply of
M151A1 (4 ton trucks) has bacoms critical and they are now command controlled,
Previous critical items; insect bars, food containers and typewriters have begun to
come into country. The supply of sand bags and concertina wire was a problem dur-

ing the month,
{3) Class III and IIIA: No critical problems were encountered, .

(4} Class V: The major problem area revolved around the Ammuniticn
Supply Point at Kontum. The operation started as a Joint operation of tha 4th :
Infantry Division and the Brigade. The Brigade ended up with the total mission, i
Prcblens arose due to the large number and diversity of artillery units that ware i
supported plus the inadequate space and the material handling equipment. The units :
stayed within the ASR during this period despite continusd enemy contact.

(1) Significant Areas of Maintenance and Maintenance Problems: The
repair of construction equipment and generators continues to be a problem. Long
and excessive deadlines are experienced with these items. This situation is attri-
buted to a shortage of direct support maintenance personnel in these M)S's and a

eritical shortage of repalr parts, B ;

b, Maintenance: i
|

(2) Significent Maintensnce Projects: ;

(a) A weapons technical assistance inspection was conducted in
the Brigade for all unite during the month of March. This was to assist units in :
the proper care and cleanirg of the Mi6 rifle, i

(b} A readiness asaiatance inspection was conducted in technical
supply of Company D, 173d Support Battalion 17 thru 21 March 1968, This inspection
was to assist in improving the eupply responsiveness of technical supply.

(¢) A Brigade Maintenance CMMI Team was formsd and trained to
eonduct the maintenance and maintenance management inspection in the Brigade.

t
g
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AVBE-SC/MD 15 May 1968
SUBJECT: Supply and Combat Service Activities

¢, Medical: Casualty figures for the month:

(1) KRHA o8
(2) KBNRHA 5
(3) IRilA 231
() IBNR 26
(g) MIa 4
(6) ™alaria 25
3. April:
a. Supply.

(1) Class I: Rations have been sup:lied to the Brigade primarily from
three locations during the mcnth of April, The elements in the Bong Son area have
been draw ng su-clies from the Class 1 area operated by the FSA (Forward Support
Activity) supplemented by the 173d Airborne Brigsde personnsl. Fresh filled mili
eand ice crean hss started going to thcse forvard elements. Elements in AO Bolling
continued to drgw rations from the Tuy Hoa Sub Area Class I Supply Paint. The
elemants in An Khe are draving their Claas 1 supplies from the An Khe Sub Area
Class I supply point.

(2) Class II and IV: Class 1i and IV suprport was furnished to the
Brigade from An Khe. Shipments nade to the forward areas had been primarily by
road supplemented with &ir shipments to Tuy Hoa, Several items still remain
eritical i.e., typewriters; generators; food containers, concertina wire and small
regular feti trousers. During the month the units of the Brigade have drawn a
total of 32 1 ton trucks and 36 3/ ton trucks. The II and IV status of suprlies
contirues to improve and is expected to improve even more in the coming months.

(3) Class IIT and IIIA: No critical problems have been encountered,
Class III support has been from FSA and is good,

(4) rlass B: The class B problem of Marth no longer exist since the
Brigade terminated its OPCON status Lo the /ih Divieion, The Brigade has remained
within the ASR, The 1/69th Armor hes exceeded the AR on 4Omm ammo, This is not
charged against the 173d since the 1/69th continues to receive its allocation thru
the 4th Division, '

(5) The diversified operations of this Brigade has compcounded the pro-
blem of dessemination of supnlies, Regardless of the dispersica of the Brigsde
trucks to LZ English departed An Khe almost daily and on several days two and three
trucks a day vere dispatched froz An Khe, Likewlse trucks picked up supplies from
the Qui Nhon Depot on a daily btasis,

b, Maintenance:
(1) G5ignificant Areas of Maintenance and Maintenance Problems:

(a) The repair of construction equipment continues to be a problen,
especially in connection with the Air Mobile Kit "C", Manuals are not avallable,
military TM's or manufacturer's literature, for the expeditious ordering of repair
parts for this equipment.

(v) One quarter ton vehicle major assemblies are becoming crit-
ical, especially front and rear differentials, transmissions, transfer cases and
engines. The system ncw employed is to obtain these asseablies from cannibalizing
iike vehicles that are ready for salvage. This system has now become unexceptablse

55
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AVEE.5C/ v 15 May 1963
SUBJECT: Suprly and Costat Service Activities

aince the abcve items are not avallable. PFPresently it has become necessary to work
out vehicles for nrossibly one of thess components, It ls anticlpated that only one
out of three vshicles can be repaired 1f cne of these major components becomes
unservicaeabdble.

(2) Significant Maintenance Projecta:

(a) A one hunired percent inventory was completed this month in
tha An Khe area and in LZ English, Through this inventory we were able tc decrease
our zero balance of repair parts by fifteen percent,

{(b) A technical assistance team is presently inspecting all
starlight scopes to ascertain the gerviceability of the starlight scopes through-
out the Brigade. The most common deficiency noted is that the batteries are being
left in the scopes when nlaced in temporar; storage and in some cases tha scope
being stored with the scope operating.

(3) Technical Supply:

(a) During the last two weeks the "1" Company (Malntenance) Techb-
nical Supply has increased 1t's percentage of fill by fifteen percent, This means
that units will see an increase in fill of their requisitions for repair parts,
Presently tech supply is releasing approximately five hundred lines e day to the
brigade units,

(b) A repair parts reconziliation 1listing was sent to eecch unit
for revievw of their outstanding requisjtions, upon completion the units will have
an exact count of all valid requisiticns in tech suprly.

(4) Company D (Maintenance), 173d Airtorne Brigade production for the
month of April is as follows:

TXFE JOBS RECEIVED JOBS_COMPLETED
Automotive 67 50
Service Section 192 164
Signsl 669 545
Armament 465 (1) 365
Engineer £2 36
Office Machines 53 {(2) 14

Note - (1) 37 ea weapons were evacuated to the 560th LEM Co, An Khe.
{(2) 30 en office machines were evsz-uatec,

c, lMedical. uvasualty figurcs for the month:

(1) KRHA 10
(2) KBIRHA 5
(3) IRHA 82
(4) IBNRHA 27
(5) M 1
(6) Maleria 96
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COMBAT AFTER ACTION INTERVIEW

"00G" COMPANY
4TH BATTALION

503D (AIRBORNE) INFANTRY

1730 AIRBORNE BRIGADE
(SEPARATE)

TUY HOA NORTH
30 - 31 JANUARY 1968
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DRPART-ENT OF THE ARKY
HE ADGUARTLRS 1730 AdhBunhl BHIGADL { SLFARATY)
APO San Francipoo 9625C
AVBE- SC/HD

SUBN=CT: Combat Aftsr Action Interview

' 1. laoa aad Type Organdzeidons D Company. 4th Baitalion 503d Iafantry
1734 Alrborne Brigude (Separate),

2. lnclusives Dates of siparation: 3C - 31 January 1968

3. Lacatdon: sap Sheet 6835 II, TUL HOA (Chau Thauh) vie CQ 153477
4. Lontrol or Commsnd Headquarterg: CG, 173d Airborne Brigade (Sep) 4
8, m_uquurw: See Incloeure 2.

6., lask trganicatign: 4th Battalion, 503d Airborne lnfantry,

. i

RN

7. Supporting forgas: Helicopter Gunshipa, 33§th Assault Helicopter Co,
81nm wortars, (organic) 51st Chemical Detach ient, 173d Abn Bde, FO party, 3d
Bn - 319th Arty, C Btry 6th Bn 32d Artillery, C Btry, 3d Ba 319th Arty (illu-
mination only), Zd Bn 47th ARVN Regiment, elements of TUY HUA Regional and
Popular Forces and fepublic of Korea Artillery (105um) Army of Vietman ,rtil- ;
lary (105a3)., TAC Alr Support (r-100's) 308th TAC Fighter Sqn (TUY HOA) and
3d TAC Fighter wing (EIEN HOA). .

+ et b

' 8. lIntreduction & Background: This combut after action interview contains
not only the aftor action interview with D Company 4th Bn 503d Infantry but in- :
terviews with cuptured NVA prisoners from the 5th Bn, 95th NVA Regt, men from !
the attacked C Battery, 6th Battery, 6th Bn, 32d Artillery, the 51st Chemical !
Det (173d Airtorune Brigade), the 172d MI Detachment (1734 Alrborne Brigade), the ;
Cammanding General's alde, and the warden of the South Vietnamese Rehabiliation :
of PHUI YEh. The idea is to tell the story of the Comnunist Tét offense in
TUY HOA and the part the 173d Airborne bBrigade rlayed in smashing it. Special
thanks on this report is due SSG Roberv J. Destatte, interrogator from the 172d
MI Det who worked many extra hours to provide the NvA POW interviews. POW in-
terviews as well as those from units other than D Company are interjected where-
ever they pretain either in the hackground statemant of the mieeinn rarrative.

Since November 1967 when the majority of the 173d Airborne Brigade (Sep) %
departed the TUY HOA area to participate in Operation MACAKTHUR in DAK TO/KQON-

TUM area the 5th Bn 95th NVA Regt had moved back into the mountains (vic CQ
010541) where they could operate in a group of hamlets in the NW corner of

TUY HOA Valley. Hers they continued to get rice from the Hoa Quapg Village and
operate 10 - 15 Idlometers weat of TUY HOA City,

ol b

The 5-95th Regt {(NVA) received orders to move down and strike the district
capital of TUY HOA on the moruing of Tet (30 Jan 68). They were to strike the
American Artillery base at TUY HOA North, deatrcy the airfield there and celeq i »: € 3
T3t with the people of TUY HOA.

HOANG MINH SANG (QM ASSPIRANT, HQ 95th Regt attached to 5th Bn to handle
proviaions for the operation). "Mission of attack on TUY HOA was to destroy
the puppet's (ARVN) troops and puppet government, drive the Americans from the
fatherland and to liberate the people of the South and reunite the country under
freedom and democracy.”

. i

SGT LEDUC X1Q (Squad leader 82mm mortar platoon), "If we veren't success-
ful we were to retreat, rest, then return and hit TUY HOA again,"

The attack was suppose to be in conjunction with the 85th VC Main Force
Battalion (est. strength 250 men) on the sawe day. The 5th Bu was counting on
the 85th VC Bn's halp in the cityjhowever the 85th VC Bn aborted their mission.

CONFIDENTIAL 59 i

|




CONFIDENTIAL

AVBi~ SC,/MHD
SULJECT: Combat After Action Interview

PAHAP NGOG LANG (Ass't Company Commander, 2d Conpany 85th VC Bn, who sur-
render himself and 15 uen in TUY HOA City on 5 Feb 68). '"we (the 85th Bn) were
supposa 10 attack on Tét but we had advanced only half way betwesn the mountains
axi the city when our recon olement returned saying if we continued we'd run
into a government ambush on the western edge of the olity,"

The 5th Bn had three infantry comparies: 1at, 2nd and 3rd Company with a
atrength of approximately 55 men per company. Attached to them was & recon
element (est 15 nen) from the n-21 Recon/Sapper Company and a mortar platoon
(2 82mm mortars) from the Regt's K-17 Mortar Company. There were also a few
special support troops such as Wi and medics attached {rom the Regimental HQ,
and a small local force VU element acting as guides.

The 5th Bn was armed with SKS oarbines, ar~47 automatic rifles, B-4C
rocket launchers, RrD machine guns, a few DP{ medium macbine guns and 2 82mn
mortars (possibly there wes a 60nm mortar per company but nons wers captured).
The soldiers were armed with 1-4 grenades sach, riflemen carried between 30
to 50 rounds, automatic weapons men (AK-47) carried 60 to 90 rounds. RPV
machine gunners had 300 rounds in 3 1(C round druws, B-4C's had 3 to 4 rounds
(vat) and the 82 mortars had 10-15 rounds per tube,

PFC TUYUN (NVA #Ow) "I had 60 rounds of amsunition, 2 magazincs for my
Af-47. This is not a small amount at all, 60 to 9C rounds was plenty for our
glde becaunae we don't fire ocur amnunition wastefully like your sids doea,"

"The 5th Bn's morais depended upon the individual, some had high morals
othera would have preferred to celebrate Tét back at their hospital vith their
wounded, "

1LT PRUC (S~2 47th AK\N Regt) "Generally speaking the morale of the atack-
ing unit was low,"

The Bn moved out of the mountains (vic Cq 10540 begining about 1800
houra, at 190C hours they had reached canal wo. 1 on the the valley floor (vic
Cq 050490) and pushed on pass the Dong Hoa Crurch (2000 hours) and arrived at
the foot of CHAP CHAT iountain at 2130 howrs, The local people encountered on
the way caused no trouble., From CHAP CHAT they moved into the delta (rice fields)
and crossed & shallow river, here they split up with the 18t and 2d coupany
{plus supporting forces and the Sapper/Recon force acting as security for the
Bn HQ) moved to the south of the airfield and the 3d company moved to the front
of the Amerilcan Artillery position., The Battalion bad arrived io front of the
airfield at about G100 30 Jan 68. The attack was suppose to have started at
0100 but according to the NVA POW the local guide took to long to get them there,

The attack was t¢ open by firing the mortars on to the airfield., The 3d
Company was 1o take the artillery position and blow up the aircraft on the field.
The taek were troken down by platcons, as to taking bunkers, armored vehicles
and blowlng up aircraft.

PFC BUL VAN TUONG (3d Co) "My cell was assigned to take a pillbox (sand
bag bunker), my platoon was to get the pillboxes and tanks (there were 2 dual
40mm dusters on the perimoter) the rest of the company vas to get the artillery
and airplanes. We didn't have anything to cut the barbwire we were to crawl
through it, we didn't have any special explosives for blowing up the artillery.
There was no special nisesion to seise or destroy the radar site I didn't even
¥ncw there was one thers." (The 3d Bn (Abn) 319th Artillery had a counter mor-
tar rodar site inside C Btry 6th Bn 32d Arty periumster),

SFC VERNUN SKILES (Chief of Firing Btr ., C 6~32d Arty) "We had four MG
bunkers to the front with 2 men to & burker, there was a dual 4Omm gun (8P) on
the right front and another on the back of the perimeter., The two 8" howit-
sors (SP) and 2,175 guns (SP) were avout ten to fifteen meters behind the

¢o
CONFIDENTIAL

st AE e e oo

[ ° %

- & €€




CONFIDENTIAL

AVEb- SC/HHD ’ 2
SUBJLCT: Combut After Action heport ; 3

tunkers. The gunner in tho number s bLuiker gave the alert and opened up. They
were already into the wire when wa started firing. They captured the number
thres bunker and turned the gun arow.d on us. They blew up one powdsr magasine
erd damaged the tubs on a 175 gun (which only had 30 rounds of tube life remain-
ing). We triud to kecp down the wild firing and shoot at orly targets. The
dual 40mn duster moved up and blew the captured No. 3 bunker sway. 7 pushed
about 32 meters into cur perimeter and also got into the radar site on,rise to
our laft, When the paratroopers caxe in at Cu3C we pushed thein out into the
rioe peddies and worked then over with MG and 4Cmm fire, After the battle we
counted 19 dead NVa in the perimeter and a RUK sweep ln front found 43 more hVA,
of the 100 artillerymen, four were killed."

PFC BUI (NVA) "we were not successful, we were defeated and forced to with-
draw,

Meanwhile 1iLT Williem Kennnedy the artillery battery commander at C405 had
reported to the 173d abn Bde TAC CP that they were receiving incoaing mortar
and small arms fire and an estinated V. platoon (4G men) was inside the perime-
ter, He requested the brigade Reaction Force. The TAC CP iumediately notified
the Commanding General, the $2, S$-3, Aviation Officer, Alr rorce Liaison Cffi-
cer, CO 4th Bn 503d Inf, CO 3 Bn 319th Arty, b=17th Cav and D Co, 16th Armor.

At 043C the 4-5C3d Inf was notified to have 1 company to rove to TUY HCA Korth,

CPT JIMAY JACKSON "Dog Company wus elerted about C5CC to prepsre for ex-
traction from our field perimeter (vic BQ 998447), there was no chance to eat
but the men carried plenty of food since we had just been resupplied for five .
days the night before. (The Company had been on a search ard destroy operation ’ x
for the past 1G days). About G53C the battalion CG (LTC James K, Johnson)
landed and briefed me on the operational plan."

"Dog Company has two rifle platoons of 35 menh each, a Hy sectlion and mor-
tar section with 2 6Crm mortars; attached were an Arty FO Team (3 Bn 315th Arty),
4.2 mortar FO Team, an kngineer Team (2 men) and a dog team (1 man, 1d09). The
men carried 5(. (+) rounds of M=16 armo, machine gunners carried 15(C rounds,
M-73 men 50 + rounds, the mortars had 100 rounds. bLvery :an carried two frag
and two smoke grenades, two claywore mineg and two trip tlares, LEach man carriod
his rucksack and there were 10 LaWs spread through the company, th.re was a M-17
protective mask for every four men."

9. In i : It had been reported the TiY HO& - arth iirfield (C4
154477) had received a probe and the area had been initally over run from the
vest., The airfield to the east was still sscure.

10. Migaion: The company would tak: helicopters into airfield (southern
end) and push 10 west until they neutralized all hostile positions in the
perimeter,

11, Goncept of the Operatien and Exscytlon: The helicopters (SH-47's and
UH-1B's) came in after 0600 o'clock and started extracting Dog Co under illum-
ination furnished by the Artillery, and illucination pots prepcaitioned along
the PZ in an "L" phape. Ships landed to the eaat of them.

Captain Jigmy Jackgon "I arrived at the airfield on first ship with the
sssault elements around 0645. The aircraft approached the LZ from South to
North., Hostile fire came from the west side or the LZ. The aircraft (CH-47)
received fire and one of the engines was shot out, ve had 32 men on the first
1ift. Our chopper landed behind hrtillery perimeter. When wo lelt it the Hook
wvas smoking, The second Hook was diverted to TUY HOA South airfield where the
slicks would pick them up after they dropped the 3d lift."

The 3d 1ift was composed of 6 slicke ard they came in same place as 1at
1lift. The troops entered through ths back of the artillery perimester's wire
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and dropped ruc..s.cks :8 they vent threugh the wire, the on pullid their e>tra
amic off the ruc.csacks., Tie 2. platoon and the sreamHe.D (point of five volun-
teers) wers the first through the wire. 7The opearhead pushed ahuud followed by
2d piatoon on line. The sscniit element pushed dus west across the compound
and swung to the southwest; the puratroopera were heiding their fire beoause it
was g+ill durk und {riundly artilleryuen were crouched in behird cover.

SGT iohael rlank ‘he . pearliecd came up on the sand dunc a little to the
rnorth of the rad.r site, 'Yhe iv.. had gotten into the ammo tunkers., we aseault-
od the bunkers with fire and grenudes, ¢+C.wahon (James k. Jr.) wus leading the
Spesrhexd, I yelled to him,watch out there are Gooks hore."

»ahon yelled hack, "Thats what we're here for,"

"und then he greruced the bwiker., we wmoved up to the gener.tor on the artillery
perizeters left and attacked a tunker there, .6 could identify the artillery
peopie by their 1leck jJuckets,”

There wees & 1ull in the i:ring then irom suipers and automatlc weapons.
LTt Fobert o, .hitteck had already been killed near the radar site. The Spear-
head pushed to southi.st and ncutralizid the area and rccovered the Artillery
Bn Cowaander's body. Trney Legan receiving sniper {ire irom the Northern Choi
Hoi Kehabilitation Center tower. The company chen set up a perimeter until 1st
platoon crrived, olicks went over and picked ur 1:t pletoon from the TUY hOA
South rirfield and rcved thewn to 2d platoors linding zone,

The 2d platoun pushed up tihrough C pattery and C Battery filled in behind
thewn, The dual 4(mm custers were vo the right, 1.+. wire in some of the .ront
tunkers along the iront cf the wire using saall aris ond autonatic weapons;the
paraetrorpers knocked out the captired tunkers and neutralized the northern tower,
The i... who .ir¢ cravling in the drainage ditch which icd up tc the perimete.
were killed with .~ /9 fire and grenedes.

Choppers brought in ist prlctoon and mortar section. The 60 mm mortars weTe
sel up at the roar of the artillery perimeter. It toolk Dog Company about 20
to 3C ainutes to restore?berimcter.

i_Ropece Yrol.er ".e :oved up through the compourd and cume up on the
perineter where the 4Gas wac leveled, .hen we got up on the perimeter Puff
(C-47) ceme by and opened and s.cpt the rice p.duies oo the siont with idni-gun
fire. e set up on the perimeter.”

SGT Plank ".e secured ‘he r-dar site .nd startcd coving through the barb-
wire towards the rice paddies when .ufy (C-47 gunskip; opcned up,"

L1 Burton “-ctually we were Gown next to the rice paddies, sitting in a
ditch. The 2nd nlatoon rear elements received the rounds from Snoopy as they
cleared the &w portion of the perimeter closing on the Spearhead.

iT_John B MeCullerg "iie uoved forwurd pass the guns (175mm), 1LT Greene
(Lavizence D,) told oG iraizer to move down to the forward edge of the wire,
When we cane up on the left necr the guncrator we started receiving fire from
the Korth Tower (northern tower nf the RVh Fhul Yen Rehabilitetion Certer
located about 1C0 meters left of the artillery compound). I told 1Lt Burton
(Michael D) that the tower was firing on us, it wesn't completely light yet and
wve could gee the muzzle flushs . LT Burton ordered them to fire on it and they
really swoked it for abont 10 minutes. LT Greene fired a LsW into the tower at
the climax of the amgll arms and autonatic weepong fire, Thon somebody came out
and waved."

wre Hue (.arden runul Ten ichabilitation Center) "Leveral NVA took the
northern tower of the compourd. The Americang in the artillery compound fired
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directly on the tower and. the NVA they didn't kill jumped out and ran away, I
walked out and waed o them to stop firing, There were 3 deuad YA in the
tower,"

Upon neutralizing the towers >pearhead pushed thru the wire to s poin% be-
tween perimeter and tower, 1st pla‘oon deployed behind the Spearhead and to the
right of the 2d slatoon. The 40mm's uere firing at targets of opportunity to
the Iront.

LG LGUYEN_CHUGG (cook 24 Co) (XVa POw) "There were 16 (cooks, finance
clerks and quartermaster) of us, 108t of us uparmed weiting out in the rice
paddies during the batile, about (6UG & runner came out and told us to move
to the village in the Sovth Lecause it was to close to dawn and we would be
caught in the open rice :‘ields, so they decided tn wmove into the village.
Shortly aiter we moved into the village we wure compromised and surrounded by
government troops."

"As soon as we moved into the village the Bn CC poaitioned the troops and
ordered thenm to dig in with O/H cover and prepare to defend their positions.
I was positioned with the Bn hy element which we dug in one man holes at one
and two meter intervals on either side of a villege street. Then 1 started
preparing food for the troops.”

"About seven or elght o'clock the American forces started to move im,
However, the Americans tren withdrew."

Captadn Jackson "As it got light you could sce that some of the dle hards
were still trying to comse in but the others had get the message. Tho NVa were
moving cut into the rics paddies, Then we were supported by gunships firing
into ths rice paddies. Snoopy (C-47) sprayed right on top of the NVA, The NVA
were axpoged in the ri:e paddies. The NVA4 were firing back but it was sporadic.”

2EC willie N, Crx ‘2nd Plt) "we led out of the perinmeter to check the
tower but we vere tcld  hat the area was mined. We moved into a trench, the
Gooks 3eemed to have been pushed cut so we made some chicken soup and ate
treakfast."”

SGM Arthurn "we landed and tagged onto the rifle company. It was first
light., A few winutes before, the Lieutenant Colonel Robert. E. Whitbeck who
commanded the 173d aAfrborne Brigade's 319th Alrborne Field Artillery Battalion
was shot and killed by an NVA soldier with an automatic weapon (AK~-47). It
wag on thig spot that LTC Johnscn chose for his first Command Post, We set up
on top of & nuge rockpile on the edge of the perimeter nearest tbe enemy in order
to offer madmm visibility."

1LT Zrapk H. Akera (Aidede camp to Brigadier General Loo H, Schweiter) “"We
landed at TUY HOA North airfield behind the aid station and General leo H,
Schweiter was met by Colonel Johngon and LTCVeron waitcrs Deputy Senior Fro-
vidence Advigor."

"We moved vp to check bunker positions. General Schwelter lispected the
bucker poasition (we were still getting occasional fire). Tien we moved up to ;
the radar site and then moved to the left front of the perimeter behind a small l
rock pile. The 47th ARVN Regt Co came up and General Scnweiter, Col Nugyun ’
Van Ba and LTC Johnson started confering when mortar fire came in sco they moved
to the bunker. They decided to prepare an overlay of ARVN poeitions for LTC
Johnson and discussed coordination of nameuver of allied eliemerts to seal the
area off., We didn't know exact slze of enemy force, expected an enemy company.

LTC Johnson presented his scheme of manauver which the Genersl acknowledged. :
Then went to the chopper to coordinate with other allied forcas." 1

5Qii _Arthurg "General Schweiter and hie group had been in owx CP area, ;

coordinating with the ground commanders concerned, end making au estlnate of
the situation,"
bX
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The area had bezn neutralized by €730, The on Commander then gave CPT
Jackson the mission of oclearing the village south of TUY HOA North airfield
and clearing the village to the north, Captain Jackson ordared the 2d nlatoon
with the Spearbead ap scout to clear the southern villags and the 1at platoon
underily Proffitt tc clear the village to the north,

It was about U800 when the Spearhead moved out beiaind the Rehatilitation
Center, The Spearhead led in a dlamond formation followed by LT Green's 24
platoon in a wide column. 7hey moved up towards the southeastern side of the
village,

SGT Plank "we sawv some dead Gooks when we passed the prison compound (on
the easteru aide). Some legs suid thare was a NG down to the south, We saw
smoke ocoming {rom the direction of the village. We moved along the dirt road."

SGT Cook "The Spearhead was in an echelon left about 100 meters in front of
the 2d platoon. Ilighon was on the road, Plank was on the left, Cox to the right
as ve swept towards the village this put one man on the high ground (Mahon) and
one in the village (Cox). The 2d platoon was following in 2 files, Mahon was
moving out at the double time, the rest of us were having trouble keeping up.

We saw the graveyard on the hill and i:ahon was on the ridgeline, All of a sudden
I sew some movement and Killer {(Manon) had jumped a bunch of iVA in holes., I
threw a grenade in the first hole and Killer knocked out two boles real quick,
the NVA were facing in the wrong direction. Killer was grabbing Gooks weapons
and kiliing then with their own weapon, he took an AK-47 sand jammed it in a
Gooks mouth and blew his head off. In Lhe next hole the Gook was waiting on

him and they ahot each other, The Gook died and Killer was wounded. The rest
of the Gooks who we hadn't killed f{ruggirg the holes jumped up and ran, the
ARVh's on the next hill took them under fire., I know we killed five right there.
The ARVNs came over and stripped tue bodies., HKiller kept yeiling for a weapon
so he could go back and kill more. The ARVN's evacuated Killer,"

BFC Cox "Just before Killer got on top of the NVA holes the ARVNs on ths
hill weved their arms and yelled ‘Bsaucoup VC,' We threw frags and WP then
turned towards the village and stopped. I only bad a ,(5 automatic. So I
picked up a Gook rifle.”

"We moved up into the village and fired up a likely hole, a hut and hedge-
line. I pulled s grenade and saw a little old lady in u hole. L ran her off
apd then topsed the grenade into ma hut. We moved back and startad firing dewm
into the NVA in the village."

The 2d platcon was strung out in a line east of the village about 1CO meters
frod the village. As the 2d platoon closed on Spearhead small arms and automatic
weapons fire came irom the village. The 2d platoon swept on towards the villege,
LT Greene was trying to move the platoon on line, As they moved up next t0 a
grave SF4 Ralph W. Meader the RTO was hit, LT Greene moved towards Meader and
he was hit, LT Greene was killed. Snipers fired on PV Robert L. Harden when
he noved up. The men yelled for a medic but they couldn't get ore. Some of
the men were begging to go out to the lieutenant and RT0 but the otbers kept
them back because of the fire.

"We could see¢ the NVA jumping up and running around going in and
out of holes. If you got on the wrong side of the ridge you got fired on,"

850 Weymone Waatham "PFC Thomas H. Swinnea said he spotted the sniper
that vas doing the damage but then he was hit. The medic (SP5 Caldwell) moved
up and patched him up., I moved down and checked LT Greens, he wvas dead, we
grabbed Meader while the others laid down a base of covering fire. While
Caldwell was working on Meader a tracked ampunition carrisr from the artillery
battery pulled up driven by SP4 James L. Murphy (C-6-324 Arty). The track plck-
ed up the wounded and evacuated them, We were in the grave yard on top of the
nill and bullets were bouncing off the tombstones. We started getting eome
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zachine gun fire up on the hill, A Gook lifted his head up right in front of
SSG Fraiszer and got it blown away. The platoon lsid down suppressive fire to
keep the NVA pinned down."

Firet knowledge of the contact the CO bad was when medics were requested
by S5G Martinovsky the Fli NCO. Captain Jackson recalled the lst platoon from
the right, Meanvhile the 2d platoon spread out to form a horsshos around the
village from south to norih with the ARVNe on the high ground to the south.
The recalled 1a% platoon followed the 2d platcon's route, Gunships directed
by American advisors with the AKVNs were working over the village from the air.

Some civilisne came in from the village and the medics help patch up one
civilian male, The ARVN advisor coordinated with the left flank of Dog Co.
(Spesrhsad) and directed rocket firing helicopters againat spotted enemy posit-
ions., The men could only pop up and fire, They spotted a sniper under a board
with a red scarf or bloody head firing, there was a machine gun firing bLehind
him, Hand genadee and M- 79 rire neutralized the position but other maa (NVA)
cravied in and filled the gap.

Targets of opportunity were being engaged by the 2d platoon which occupled
the high ground surrounding the village., First estimates put no mors than a
platcon of NVA in the village. Scrub and catus were the only vegation growing
on the sand dunes, The weather was hot and humid, 1SG Artie Knight who hed
requested a tracked ammunition carrier from the artillery compound brought up
ammunition and evacuated wounded with it, The 1st platoon moved in and rein-
forced the right side of 2d platoon. The 1st platoon under LT Proffitt, de-
ployed with a man about every 8 or 10 yarde. It was abcut nine s'clock when
everyone was in poaition, Ths {irst casualties wers starting to come in from
the flank positions at this time.

Wil le the 1st platoon was moving in CPT Jacksop had been unable to contact
LT Greene on the radic so he sent his X0 1LT richael Burton over to ses vhat was
bappening aud to insure the lines wer’d tied in, When notified LT Greene was
dead CPT Jackson put LT Bur<on in command, LT Burton worked sround and tied in
with the ARVN unit, The ARVNg came up on CPT Jackson's push when LT Burton
furnished the 47 th ARVN3 with a RTO end radio. CPT Jackeon then had good grasp
of the situation. Men were firing on NVA in the village. On third trip the
prime mover brought up the 60mm mortars right behind the hill and put them into
action, The mortars initially fired at a range of 300 meters and dropped the
adjusting rounds right in tha village. With the rorrect rangs the mortars com-
menced firing in 3 round volleys.

Over to the left of the 2d platoon the Spearhead element had set up on &
dune with the ARVNs on ths high ground to their rear. In the right corner of
the village they could wee a aniper 1lifting up a tin cover and firing, they laid
heavy seni automatic fire on him, Some NVA started moving out of the village
to the south (the left of the Spearhsad) and the Spearhnad started receiving
fire from them, The Spearhead was running low orn ammunition when SGT Cook and
PVT James R, Price came up with some more machine gun amounition. The machine
gun opened up the village with a heavy volume of fire and the men saw J NVA fall,

The NVA were putting out & lot of return fire, (Sporadic fire whenaver
there was & lull from gunship, mortars and automatic weapons),

LPT Jackgon "As we set up around the villege I advised LIC Johnson of the
situation, the fire we were receiving and casualties. I also requested addition-
al apmo, Anmo was being resupplied from Artillery compound and by chopper re-
supply. Fire coordination wzs good our mosrtars would. cease fira for yunships,
their miniguns and rockets were effective. I also received a 8-2 report ofelVi
reinforcel platoon located in the village."

"The Battalion Commander informed me he wanted to9 put CS gas in the village
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(No friendly civiliaens in the village had been reported to the C0), LTC Johnson
wanted to gas the village and follow it up with a company assault, He also maid
he waa putting(4-5C3d on standby and was sending up additional M-17 masks so
each Tan in the company would huve one, he was also sending up a chemical team
wvith K-8 portable CS gas, grenade launchers and had called for a helicopter to
drop gas also. CPT Jackson rearranged the 1at platoon on the north ani the 2d
platoon on the east, the Spearhead elesment remained the furtherest east. The
ARVNs .ere warned to pull back for the gas attack. The ARVNs withdrew but the
Popular Forces came up, however, they drew back wnen the American ARVN advisor
came up,

During the interim 30 minutes after LIC Johneon informed CPT Jackson of .
the plan the platoons were briefed and issued ;resh anrunition and extra hand ;
grenades, The Bnattalion Chemical NCO brought up mask and the E-8 launchers i
and instructedthén on their deployment; masks were issued and the chemical '
apparatus set up, Ammunition resupply and evacuation continued without etop-
ping., About 11,5 the Battalion (O crawled up to the Company CP and advised
CPT Jackeson to kick off the attack at 1200 if the ships were on station at that
tiwe with the CS gas. The ships came on staution about 1415 made 3 passes put-
ting gas east of the village so that the wind blew it across the village. 7The
3d pass was the signal to ignite the company gas apparatus. The company gas
firing was the signal for attack.

CPT Jackacn “I monitered a radio message from the S5-3 section to the Bn CO
of an NVA Co. in the village."

SP4 Deppy Suddreth (51st Chem Det) "We were notifisd about 11:30 that the
4th Bn wanted some CS dropped. They furnished us coordinates and we loaded 10
cases (15 grenades tc a case with pins pulled and wrapped with det cord which
was fired with blagting caps with 20 second fuze) which we had pre stocked. We
flew cver the area and they told us where to drop it, Wwe made 3 passes and
threw out one case {rom either side on the tst pass at an altitude of 1800 feet.
They exploded right over the village. Then we made two more pagses and dumped
the rest, The effect looked like a big cloud covering the village. Most all
of it landed on the eastern edge of the village and blev across it as the vind
was blowing from east to west."

"When the ARVNs moved back during the gas attack the NVA tried
to follow up but 1 stopped them again with my MG.*

D Company assaulted the village from the north with the mission of clearing
the village to the south and to the river. Supporting fires from the ARVNs were
tc shift firee south as US troops advanced, all but one squad of 2d platoon had
shifted north to attack with 1st platoon. Dus to the toll in casualties 1SG
Knight was put in charge of the left flank elesent. The lat platoon under 1LT
Proffitt was in the middle. The 2d platoon under SSG Miloslav Martinosky was on
the right flank, tha CP was ip the middle. LT Burton was in charge of coordina-
ticn wvith the 47th ARVN Regt on the left,

*It wvas hot in those mask and the men were croucking down in
sand, sveating in the heat. I ordered every othsr man tov throv a grenade and
then assault. When the gas launchers fired I jumped up, threw a grenade and
Folled 'Lets go.' I realized that the men might not assault at the same time
thus causing half of the assault elemsnt to go on line and the remainder to
lay and ponder on the idea, I realized if thesy saw me up and moving in their
midat this would instill thea to push over the hill into the assault without
hesitation, thus activating theiv military trairing and reaction. Every other
man threw a grenade over the hill and began a walking asseult. As the men went
over the hill the village wse partially masked by smoke from the gas. Contact
on the right flank was especlally heavy aa ve hit the outskirts of the village,
Then as we moved into the village the meu broke into 3 and 4 man teams keeping
in a pretty even line."”
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. The paratroopera moved down the hill on line, receiving fire from the middle
of the village. <Several men were hit and others pulled them back to aid. As
the paratroopers moved down the hill one man grabbed up an AK-47 and as a NVA
Jumped out cf a hole he tried to fire but the Chineese weapon jaumed. The NVA
ran around a corner into another group of charging peratroopers, he doubled back
and the trooper's Ak-,7 jammed again, finally he cleared it in time to blast the
fleeing eremy soldier. When questioned by his CO aas to why he was using the
AK-47 instead of his M-16 the paratrooper drawled "Just wanted to try his weapon
Sir, ain't never killed a man with his own gun befcre.”

The Company Comnander led his group down the third row of huts, LT Proffitt
led his platoon down on the right aide., LiC Johnson and his party aoccmpanied
the assault and et up his CF on the edge of the village,

SPT Jackaon "As we moved into the village the team on my left eliminated
a hooch with 3 WVA inside. As they moved around to the left side of the hooch
one of the team members (PVI Battle) spotted a NVA coming out of a spider hole
to his left flank about 3 meters away. He whirled to his left and shot him in
the head just as the gook throw a hand grenade. About six men were on his
right and vhen he fired everyone dove for cover in all four directions, 1 moved
towards the right flank and came upon a team pinned down on both sides of a
hooch, I told them to move out but they hesitated and 1 said 'Fellow me'., I
led out around the right side of the hooch directing fire to the suspected areas
of bostile fore. As I fired to my front they maneuvered to my left and placed
a heavy volume of fire in the suspected area causing it to be neutralizad.

&8G Ariig Knizht Jr "I hit the left flank we went in on the last building.
As ve got there we broke contact with the right. As we kept moving in we kept
getting more fire from the right. We couldn't get commo with the right., LT
Burton, who was observing the action from his left flank OP, and I agreed over
the radioc we should link up with ths right and wheel right but only if we could
contact them. we were taking wounded then. I ran around and came to the right.
Oce man was just clearing a spider hole for the second time, We then planned
to vheel right but SGT Tucker called and said Big 6 sald to move back and burn
everything."”

"The teams were about half through the villags when the right
side bogged down while the left still advanced. It looked lile the NVA had
withdrawvn into the Battalion CP area in a group of 30 or 4C. Wden tha right
flank hit the NVA CP srez they began to teke casualties, I 2211ed back t2 Bm
CO and advised him the right flank had bogged down and was taking casualtiles,
Then we began to take causualties on the left. NVA were coming out of spider
holes at a range of 10 and 15 feet. Our only advantage was that the NVA had
to come out of their holes arms first and the men were picking them up out the
corner of their eye and wheeling to the flank and chopping them down. The big-
gest problem wvas making the agsault with the protectivs mask on., The NVA posi-
tions were vell camouflaged and further helped by smoke from ths burning huts,

PFC_NGUYEN (NVA POW) "Our people were well concealed and dug in and fired
sparingly and accurately as opposed t¢ ths Americans which had to move in the
open and fireda lot in a confused manner. Your own mortara wounded same of yowr
people. "

"When they used the gas against us we didn't have any maaks. Some men used
damp towels and this protected them. Those that didn't have towels the gas was
very uncomfortable, it made their eyes water and nose tarn, but it didn't cause
any confusion in the HQ."

Due to the hot himid condition and burning huts the gas rose fairly fast
and between the smoke (created by the bwrning debris in the village from the
supporting fires) and the gas the paratroopers had enough cover to allov them
to move over the top of the hill and pass the outer NVA defense., Once inside
close in house to house fighting commenced. The maneuver scheme was to move one
tean right or left and cover the adj.cent team,
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"Working in teams to mutually support each other, the teans
would neutralize a pesition from the flank that had a team to their right or
lesf't pinned down. When it was neutralized the team in that sector would move
forward and support from the flank the advancement of a team on their right or
left."

The troopers worded from hut throwing frag grenades and occasional CS
grenades. On the left after a US grenade had been discharged two men ran out
of a hut without weapons SGT Oden grabbed one and tied him up and SP4 Harry T.
Fower 111 grabbed the other one,

The NVA started drawing back to their CP whioch was to the advanocing pars-
troopers right flank and from there started putting out a heavy volumne of fire.

The CO lost comiunications with the left {lank and not being abreast of
the situation the CO called his reserves (composed of LT Burton, 1 squad from
2d platoon and Spearhead element). They came from their positiom on the south-
east sids of the village and followed in behind the compamy. The Company
Commander got separated froa the company RTO but still had contact with the
Battalion CO, He advised him that right flank was bogged down and he wap moving
in that direction to determine the situstion., After reaching the right flank
which was under heavy fire he determined he was stopped cold and was taking heavy
casualties,

CPT Jackson "I wae separated from the campany RTO and had to switch the
battalion radio to the compny net. This brought me abreast of the complete .
situation, the right flank had to be moved so I ordered my reserves (LT Burtom,
one squad from the 2d platoon and the Spearhead element) to come up.®

“The right flank was coopletely stopped. FPlatoon Leader Proffitt said he
had a lot of men wounded. We were in the middle of the villsage and I asked for
e pack count to the right, The count came back eight. I couldn't visualige
Just eight., . , then the count came back again: twelve, four of vhich were
dead,"

SriG_Arthur "The combet troopers of Company D were either dead, seriously
wounded, 1ightly wounded, pinned down or othervise sc busily engaged fighting
the eneny at tnis point that there was no detail available to carry grensdes.
Major Oerding, our 53 Officer, and 1 decided that we would deliver the grenades.
He would take some to the center portion of the line, and I h2d a2hut a sixzty
yard dash to maks with mine."

"Along about this time General Schweiter arrived on the scene. I have
never seen & Ceneral just a few yards from where his troovs were slaying and
baing slain before, but 1 can't say that now,"

*That afternoon about 1300 hours, we vent back znd landed and
the General asked me if I thought we could find the 4th Battalion's CP, I said
1t would most likely be forward. So the General said let's go. The artillery
ammmition carrier came by with ammnition so I suggested jumping aboard. We
jumped ou the back of the ammunition carrier, We could hear heavy firing from
attacking paratroopers being answered by occasional heavy NVA fire. Then we saw
SGM Arthurs directing the track to his position just behind the crest of the
hill so that you could wee the village from the track but it was in hull down
bebind the hill."

"General Schwelter jumped out of the track and we spotted LTC Johnson lo-
cated on the fcrward slope of a sand dune near ihe edge of the village with a
radio on his back. We started to run down to LTC Johnson. Then SGM Arthurs
ocame around and yelled 'General you shouldn't be down here, there's a lot of
firing going on.'"
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"General Schweiter continued onto LTC Johnson's position. They confered
at the northeast corner of the village. There was still some gas in the area,
LTC Johnson informed the Generel that the NVA were atill offering heavy resis-
tance and that he felt that there was at least a company. They moved behind the
wall of the first hut. While they were talking a burst of Ax-47 fire came over
their heads, I turned around and yelled to SGT hunpreys (4th Baitalion's chem
ical LCC) and the .aen up the hill behind him."

"Hey! Didn't that ccme from behind us?"

#5GT Humpreys sald, 'Y.s', I told him to get somecne up there and get the
sniper. Then I crawled up the hill and direoted some fire againat the anipers
position and they received no more fire from it. As I returned I saw a man
ataggering up the lane between the hut, 1 recognized SGT Houtz of the Battalion
S3, he was holding his right side. I directed him over and examined his wound
{a frag wound in the back). We then called a medic over who bandaged his back
and prepared morphine, But the SGT sald 'Don't wuste it on me.' The SGT refused
aid and told me there were several guys about 15 meters down in the village. He
said he'd tried to bring some out but couldn't., ke sald, 'Someone's got to get
them out, There's a couple of yuys real bad, one of them had & head woumd,'"

"I slung my CAR-15 and ran down the lane and picked up the man with a head
wound, Another paratrooper materialized with a stretcher and we loaded the man
on and moved back to the track. Wwhen I got there there were two or three other
wounded around it waiting for evacuation and a medic to load the track.®

"SMG Arthurs came up yelling for a stretcher, We broke up to search for a :
streicher or anything to carry a man with. I went to the left where I saw Major i
Oerding (Battalion S3; who was also looking for a stretcher. I picked up a bas-
ket and ran back, SGM Arthurs and I ran ouck into the village with the basket
but it didn't work. The man was wounded in the chest and face, SGM Arthurs
and I started carrying him up by arms and Major Oerding picked up his feet. We
got all the wounded loaded up when the SGM saw the am.o hadn!t been unloaded,
They unloaded part of the ammo and g:-enades."

"I ran beck to the General and suggested we go back on the truck, The
Genoral\I got in the track and it turned around and started moving., As we ap-
proached the helicopters, I signaled the dustoff helicopter to start up., The
General and 1 helped loai the wounded since most of the men were in shock. After
the wounded were loaded on the dumtoff choppar tha Ganara) tank 2 walking
wounded with him and we flew off to bLrief the IFrV Commending General."

SGM Arthurs "General Schweiter and the Colonel decided that being as
there were too many of them and theywer8well emplaced, that we would withdraw,
stay op the high ground to prevent the ocnemy {rom escaping, and oring in air-
atrijes,”

Before General Schueiter left he and LTC Johnson instructed the men to
bwrn all the huts on the left where the sniper fire was coming from.

CPT Jackson “The Colonel ceme down into the CP area to verify the with-
drawal, However, anipers had the area zeroed in and the men were getting hit
wvhen they tried to move. The area was covered in rubble and suwoke from ithe
turning huts.”

:  "We found CPT Jimmy Jackson and LTC Johnson set his CP up
right there with him., After the battle, prisoners showed us the enemy battalion
C®, We couldn't have buen more than 25 yards from it. The enemy put some of
the closest licks on us at tuat point, moving into that area, and I thought we
had had it."

"LTC Johnson briefed CPT Jackson. He told him we weren't leaving as long
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as there wvas still one wounded Geroni:io trooper in the village, but we would
make an orderly, military withdrawal, fight.ng our way out and put airstrikes
in on the foe. At this point, it is impossible to ascertein how many of them
we had killed and/or wounded, but just about everybody we saw after the battle
had bullet holes in them. Company D's paratroopers were nobody's patay. Char-
les paid otf with compound interest for every casualty he exacted from us,"

CPT Jackaon "RTO Roney Sinith was hit and LT Proffitt put fire in the area
where the roundas came from. Then he was hit, We put more fire into tbe area
and 1 ordered LT Proffitt to go back and guide the reserves in so we could
exscute the withdrawal."

The reservea came unucer fire as they came in, The CP group and the last
elements on the right flank were preparing to withdraw when & grenade came in
and sudienly exploded., PFC Richurd Coorney a machinegunner was wounded in the .-
arm, SGT James E, Rosenback was hit in the foot. The explosion ignited a CS
grenade hanging on PVT Arthur Elliott's chest. CPT Jackson at first thought it
was a WP grenade but the gas came splnning out amidst the command group and
covering party. Thosea who had taken off masks were scrambling to mask. As soon
as the men masked they evacuated the wounded and resumed their covering fire.

The reinforcenents had stopped and started evacuation of the wounded on the
right flank which was not what the CO had in mind, Swoke and obstables kept
the CO from seeing and the (S grenade had caused everyone to withdraw about 10
feeot,

CPT Jacksop "Elements from the left sactor under command of the 1st Sgt
reached the Co., CP group first, when they met the wounded frocm the right sector
on the way to the rear, they thought it was the right sector withdrawing in
total so they helped evacuate the wounded. LT Burton realized this wvas not the
entire right sector by communicating with me over the redio., He pushed tha re-
serves over the hill to my location. Sgt Cook volunteered to cover the with-
drawal alone but I told him I would be tha last one out of this village but he
vas veloomg to stay with me, We covered the withdrawal of the remaining elements
of the right sector and the relief force, Sgt Cock and I would withdraw by leape
and bounds firing as ve went,

The reserves were to have covered the right flanks withdrawul. Then atout
a sguad under 1SG Knight came up. CPT Jackson went up with SGT Burl Barnes and
they found out Elliott was desd,

T "We commenced an orderly withdrawal by.fire and mansuver.
When SGT Cook and I reached the last building I saw SGT Fraizer and Barnes com-
ing up left side of the village. We covered them out, Then they sprinted over
the hill. I couldn'’t see anyone else. Everyone alive and wounded had besn
taken out so 1 turned and went back over ths hill."

"We reorganized the line on the same location that the attack had been
launched {rom., The ccapany and suffered 29 or 30 casualties during ths attack.
8ix dead were left in the village."

LY Burtop *The company pulled back over the hill to the east of the POW
Camp on line vhile C Company deployed along the airstrip, while walting ovn the
airstrike.”

WM (FR 64049, F-100 Pilot, 308th TAC Fighter Squadron,
Tuy Hoa AFB) "We were on alert with our two F10C!'s sitting on the end of the
strip. My ship carried four Mark 82's (500 pound high drag bowbs) and my ving
man (CPT Robert E, Humphreys) carried 4 napalms (700 pounds). We both had 1600
rounds of 20mm. At 1330 hours, we scrambled on alert for action at Tuy Hoa with

instructiona to contact TONTO O3, the Forward Adir Controller.*
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"We held for ten or {iftmen minutes over the area waiting for three birds
(F10G's) from the Blen Hoa AFB (3d TaC Fighter Wing). The rAC briefed us on the
target and leyout and we made a dry run from north to south at 500 knots at
about 300 feet. Then we made three hot rung, hitting the pickle button (bomb
release). The first pass I dropped two 500 pound bombs and one each on the next
two pagses. My wingman did the same with his napalm. Then we held high and dry."

*"The birds from Blen Hoa arrived and the FAC reported troops running into
the rice paddies so they dropped their bombs in the rice paddies next to the
village., We then made 20mm strafing runs over the rice paddies with explosive
20mn cannons, One of the pilots said he saw about 20 (NVA) on the edge of the
villags and in the rice paddies. CPT Humphiey's said when he releagses his first
napalm he saw several people caming out of a building where his bomb was going.
As we left, 3 zore shipa from Phu Cat came on station,”

(NVA POW) "The alrstrikes caused many casualtiea, You dropped
a 1000 pound {500 pound) bomb almost in the middlc of the HQ section aud followad
it 2 or 3 minutes by a fire bomb, followed by aircraft guns, I was wounded by
the 1000 pound bomb, It kilied political officer and the Battalion CO aide and
I heard it wounded the Battalion C0, The fire bomb landed two beds away from me,
The fire was hitiing within inches of me and burned me an the arm andcfoot, The
airecraft gung hit me in the back (20mm). I think most of the Battalion Staff was
killed or wounded by the airstrikes. I just laid there until the Government
troops fowd me."

At about 1530 D and C Compuny Comnanders conducted an aerial recon of the :
village and were briefed on the method of attack., C Company was scheduled to !
attack from the northeast to the stream, The airstrikes came and C Company swung
around to get in position. While moving south to get.in pogition they received
some fire from their flank., It was neutralized. They maneuvered up to their ;
assault position and aeployed on line. C/4-503d's 8lmm mortars went into action
and started placing effective fires on the village. D Company moved into posit-
iontrying to stay off the gun target line, About 1630 hours, Dog Campany received

effectives, C Company started taldng casualties once they were in position., CPT i
Jackson crawled forward to the orginal OF and was maneuvering the left and right i
flank up. Ther. word came from LTC Johnscn to pull back for more air and artillery
strikes., While CPT Jackson igsued instructions the 8lmm were still firing. A
ahort round came in and hit Dog'e left flank, The round hit betueen the =ight
portion of the left flank and the right portion of the Company CP element that

was just getting up to withdraw., Fifteen casuslties were caused by the short
round and Dog Company waa rendered combat ineffective, Dog Company withdrew to a
perimeter across the dirt road next to the airstrip and C Company remained in
position dug in. The company set up a 360 degree perimeter for the night,

The ARVN Forces (ist and 2nd Bn 47th ARVN Regt) made an attack on the village
but they started taking casualties and LTC Johnson had them withdraw and called in
more airstrikes. SNOOPY and artillery illuminated and fired on the village all
night., ARVN Forces remained in position to the south.

B Company was lifted into Tuy Hoa North at C800 the next morning and elsments
of D Company, 16th Armor arrived. The plan was to conduct an assault on the vill-
age in armored personnel carriers. B Comppay occupled Dog Companies former posit-
don. The attack was to take place &t 1000 hours with the APC's smaahing the enemy's
first line and the paratroopers to assault from them and sweep the villaga.

Before the attack could take place the 47th ARVN moved up and oocupied the
village against light opposition. B Company and C Company also swept the village
and mopped the area,

FEC Tuvun (NVA POW) "The remains of the Battalion tried to escape in seall
groups thru the rice puﬂus'bo the west and back into the mountaips.”

7/ :

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

AVBE- SC/MHD
SUBJECT: Combat After Action Interview

"When the 47th ARVK moved in I heard a lot of firing. I was afredd they'd
shoot me before they realized I wasn't going to resist."

13, Reaultg: The morning of 31 January, Dog Company mustered at an effect-
ive strength of 2 officers and 38 enlisted., They sufferd 14 KHA (2 were attached
peraonnel) and 44 WHA. NVA casualties were: 189 KIA (BC) and 31 POW's, 77 NVi
KIA (BC) were credited to the 173d Airborne Brigade. A large number of small arms
{AK-47'8, SKS carbines) crew serve weapone and equipment were cuptured along with
2 82mm portars, US equipment losses were: 12 M-16 rifles, 5 M-60 machine guns,
14 .45 caliber pistols, 1 90mm recoilless rifle, 2 watches, 2 compasses (M-2) and
three sete of binoculars.

1., Apalyslg: The Battle of Tuy Hoa North was characterized by rapid reaction,
aggressinesc, bravery and fire power. However on the minus side better and more
rapid intelligence and perhaps a heavier and longer bamb tardment of CS would have
been more successful. There were also additional weapone and units in the area
which could have been used to edvantage,

Battlefield intelli;erce leading to the initial assault by Dog Company
at noon on the 30th had then engaging an eneny pht.oon when actually an enemy
battalion mirua those en los in the attack om the artillery position had heen
diggin in since C6CC that wor:.ng. PCM's{refuges from the village had come inmto
4liied hande but rno real estiicte of the enemys strength had been made.

The use of CS gas wouid have been vore successful if it had been sub-
stained for a longer period. The sea breeze carried it off along with the heat
from the burning huts. Sone NV. ran from the gas but most stayed and ate it since
it quiekly blew over. Snme men carried {8 bagebsll grenades on the assault but
these proved more of a hinder thun a help since mcat of the US troops pulled off
thelr mask once in the villege and the fresh CS hurt them more than the enemy. A
substained CS attack would have rroduced btetter results.

Another incident which hurt the assault was the way in which many troops
left the assault to help carry the wounded to the rear. The wounded should be left
to the medics, The withdrawl of six to twelve troops during the assault can have
peinful results; one or two wounded could cause moat of a fire team to be withdrawn.

In preparing the village prior to the assault thers were two twin 4Cmm
sel{propelled canrona in the artiliery position which could have been used tn great
effect if employed. Armored persorrel carriers with thel® .5C caliber machine gung
would also been highly effective but they were held untii 31 January before it vas
decided to use them.

The use of alr power and the personal bravery of the officers and NCO'a
of the men engaged was awe inspiring. From the Commanding General down the para
troopers conducted themself fearlessly, The lack of accurate, speedy intelligence
was the one major weakness. Attachment of a Vietnamese interpreter to US companies
and quick action to access all battlefiecld intelligence to a centeral point would
reduce this prohlem.
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SSG Robert J. Destatte (17.2d oI Det. iPw Temm): 'we came down to the air- i
strip te ccordinate with atvN subsector (located at Tuy lioa north) on some :
POW's we heard they'd captured. Aa we drove to the airatrlp we heard heavy

8rall ayms snd mortar fire over in the burning vilinge (L9CC hours;. Most all

was our fire going into the village. We could sce trcops on the dunes, bLvery= i
body was gone from the AkVis subsector, We sbout”spent’ 15 minutes and aecided !
to get out of evelybodies way and rcturned to Sector (MalV at Tuy Hoa),®

"We stopped at the airstrip to see what was going on. Moat of the fire
wse in-geing, We drove up the road urd suw jiutional Poiice men crossirg the
. road firing into the upper village. At first we thought they were trigger happy.
¢ Then we could hear the firing coming back. Then 1LT Edward H. Anthony said
stop the jcep ard take up ae’ensive positions on euch side of the rord. We
parked on the right side of the road. I'd just gotten across the road and
laid down when I sew three people sneaxing cown an alley across the road, All
three were wearing ghorts and the front one had a scarf of camvuflaged asilk,
all wore black shirta. The lead .an was carrying a grease gun and I wasn't
sure if they were regional force or bad guys, I didn't want to kill our own
feople. They were interested in the area towarde the National Police. The
lead man sav we from the corner of his eye and spun around towards me with hia
weapon. I took him uncer automatic fire. The lead man fired a burst with the
grease gun and the other two took off running arcund the laundry up the alley,
LT Anthony and LT Vincent “sn«one stayed behind the jeer and covered the laundry.
I woved about ten meters to the right behind a tree and walted,®

"1 gaw a man poke his head aroung the correr of the laundry amd jump back,
I knew he'd spotted me and was going to throw a grenade. Then 1 heard the
grenade clip a dry branch over my head., 1 knew it was near but not where
80 I squeezed down in the sand It exploded 1U teet irom mwe in the desp sand
and expleded haralessly only scuring the hell out of me., LT Anthoay ana LT
Panzone moved avross the road and took up posjitions 25 meters to my right., I
vaited for the NVL to follow up the grenade but they didn't come out so I cut
acrogs a couple of fences and got behind a lattice {ence, A refugee came out
from behind the laundry with bundles, looked both ways and crossed the street."
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"1 weited for a while, then LT Anthony told me to call across in Vietnamese
for them to put their weapons down and surrender and they wouldn't get ghot."

"Then i saw one man in black snesking up the other side of the laundry
between & pile of furniture. The one in the scar{ moved out behird bim in
front of the next house., I Lud good concealment so I took careful ain and
opened up cn automatic. He fell and I turned my .eapon on the other man and
tried to fire on him thru the furniture. The man I hit moved back around the
corner then they tried to cross an alley under LT Anthony's and LT Panzone's
observation and they drove them back by fire several tiizes."

R L i < 2 £ o o~

"Then LT Anthony sent me duwn to the Natiornal Police and Reglonal Forces
to see 1if we couldn't get some to come back and help us. I also told & civil- 3
ian whe was moving towards thé airfield to notify the Rcglonal Forces to come.
1 found Major Hung in charge and he aaid they'd had the same individuals
upder fire and the NVA had killed 1 Natienal Policeman., He sgked his CO for
permission to move into the village to find them, Then 2 squade of Reglomal
Forces Troops moved down from the airfield to help out - so that sewed it up,"

"1LT Trime Ngoc Qui, from Vietnamece Sector Armor Branch, took a squad
in and searched the area arcund thr laundry and then broke in the laundry and
conducted a room to room search, (Here the LT frisked his own men and made
the boy that lived there check toc make sure the ARVN troops had not stolen
anythingj*

*Then we stopped and viaited Major Hung and he told us what they'd done.
He said they captured 8 weapons, killed 2 and had 2 WIA trappdd. They vere
preparing t¢ move in on the upper village with combat police and Regional
Foroes. The 47th ARVN was to the left, The ARVN troopers seemed pretty well
controlled and Major Hung forbid tham to fire rifle gr.nadea since they would
sndanger f{riendly troops. He left & blocking force and started conducting a
bhouse to bouss searoh of the upper villags. Then we left."
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